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IN TWO 


' SERMONS 


On that SubjeR, lately Preached to a 
C OUNTRY-AUDITORY rk 


With an Account of the 


Princi _ and Praies. 

<0 A'K F. E:-.-5 
Ta the matter of Prayer, abjoined. 
Wherein 1s ſhewed; that: the QUAKERS h 


gion is much wanting in Prayer , and the 

' themſelves groſly guilty of not calling upow'® 
God, and of fathering much impiety upon t hs 
Spirit of God, alledging in defence of th ie 
TIF courſe, >, : PA =_ 


/ By the Author of The Skirmiſh pon Queries 


Mark 14. 33, Watch ye and d pray, leſt ye emer 5 
he 


to temptation, : 
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PREFACE. 


TO THE 


R FE A D-E R. 


Ur bleſſed Saviour ITY Luk.16-8,. 
That the children of this world pes 
wiſer in their generations than KG 
children of light. This | plainly ſee+.** 

| p” in the people calle] Quakers, who. 3 

are more vioulant and z7g4/trious to propagate? their. Uh 4 3 

Errors, and dilperſe their poylonous principlegpagh 

thari moſt Minifters of Chriſt are to teach and *, 

propagate the truth. And among the reſt of the. . 


ways which the Qz4\ers have uſed, this hath Þ 
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been the leaſt ftrequznt, and they themlclves 
' tel] of the ſucceſs of it, namely, Their printin 
imall Pamphlets, and ipreading and divulging 
them up and down the Country. And it vip oy” Fs 
a certain truth, That all errcr is grateful to the, 4 
fleſh, and terdeth to licentiouſnels and earnality * 
cne way or other; we. need not wonder phe 
. ©: Foneous books, and petnicious printed wo 
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les, do.-meet. with "ready reception with many, 
hat finding -the_ way of truth a ſtrait and narrow 


tings, and principles, that can promiſe them the 
Zfavcur of God, and forgivenels of fins, and peace 


* grounds, and in ſuch a way as will well conſiſt 
E with their fuſts; it being the very work of all 
= falſe teachers (as fuch) to turn people out of the 
& trait and narrow way which leadeth to life, and 
” to lead people to heaven by a more eafje, world- 
Z ty, and fleſh-pleaſing way than Chriſt and Scrip- 
&. ture do, This I plainly gather from our Saviours 
& words, at. 7 13, 14, for after he had given us 


at the ſtrait gate : for wide 4s the gate, and broad 
i the way that leadeth to deſtruttion, and many 
& there be which go in thereat becauſe ſtrait is the 


. tife;;, and few they be which find it > he doth im- 
- mediately ſubjoin, v. 15, Beware of falſe Prophets, 


+” 


= which come to you in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly 
4 they are ravening wolves. Thereby clearly inſinua- 
> ting, that the work and deſign of falſe prophets 
and teachers, is to turn us out of the ſtrax and 
E-+narrow way of life, and under pretence of holt- 
=. nes and firidt living, to make us pawerfully un- 
© holy;- and to faſten wickedneſs, pride, and carna- 
-M&y-11 us by a law. | 

1 ſhall not imitate Satan the grand maſter, and 
penis fa 
"—__ , may 
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© of Conſcience , and everlaſting life, upon ſuch 


#1 "that piercing command and counſel, Enter ye in” 


| Lees and narrow 1s the way which leadeth unto 
* T7 


ors and chief inſtruments in evil ; but I 
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| Preface to the” Reader. | 
- may learn a piece of Chriſtian policy from them? 
| and that is,to do that for the rr7ath which they do*3 

| for error, and to do fomething for the warnmg'% 
1 and ſaving -of fouls, as they do for the poyſoning 

f and zndoing of them; and to put on like zeal for's: * 
my Maſter his honour, and his intereſt, and his, * 
ways, as theſe pernicious teachers fince their firſt - 7 
riting have done for their maſter and his religion 
4 and ways, though I fear I ſhall not have'thelike ' 3 
|. lucceſs 5 for Satas hath more hearr-followers and % 
proſelytes than Chriſt, and if the truth were as. 
pleaſing to peoples corrupted natures as error is,. *? 
it would meet with more welcome entertain-' 
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' ment in the world; and he who is truth it ſelf, ® 
| and came to bear witreſs to, the rrath, would not +1 
| have been put to death as a deceiver and enemy ©: * 

of the truth, 4 
l It 13 not any thing truly good and commenda- . * 

| -ble in theſe people that I am againſt; I am ſo* "4 
| far from that, and from periwading any to con- © 

' dernn any thing that is of God in them, that F'* 7 


do make it an eiſential piece of my Religion to * + 3 
| love and like whatſoever of God 1 fee in any” - * 
people whomfoever; and at the 'fame time Rey, _ 

' Ipeak againſt” //z and error, to bear due refpe& and* - »* 
compaſſion to the fox; and atfo I wotld be far* 28 
r from making all errors and fins alike, and” cavti-* 
on both my {elf and others to beware of paſſing% © 
raſh cenſure, and damning any for ſuch trrefs as "1% 
| be not reigning nor fundamental, and which an"* © 
impartial difcerning charitable man 'may gxoun-" a8 
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_. Preface -to the Reader. 
Vedly hope to be conſiſtent with true grace and 
— ——_. þ . . . 

Fpractical holineſs; waich whether their errors be, 
= or be {uch as do ſubvert all found” Religion, it 
RE 'behoves all people to be wite and wary how they 
== affirm or deny;. for the like wo is threatned to 


good evil, Iſa. 5.20. and to fay of any Religion 
+ that itis damngble when it is not, or to ſay that 
Þ . it is conſiſtent with ſalvation when it is not, are 
” *. both alike fatal to the ſoti]. It is to be confide- 
red, that beſides the difference that is in errors, 
& there is allo great difference in the holding and 
-. living of them, as there is in holding and living of 
L. therruth; for a man may hold very ſtrange and 
 - ' foulerrors, and yet not hold them practically ; 
and ſome very illuminated and experienced fer- 
- vants of God do think, that a Chriſtian may hold 
- anerror fundamental, ignorantly, and yet not hold 
it praRically ; and ſo holding his error but nots- 
orally and as a lifeleſs opinion (as-we ſee many 
E +thoulands do the truth) and holdings eſſential 
” _ truths pradtically he ſhall be ſaved: though no 
wiſe man would for this take up that or any other 
error, and run the hazard of his foul by it ; for 
© It is to be ſuppoſed that he who holdeth an er- 
=” rot doth not know that he doth ſo; for if he 
know it to be an error, then it cealeth ro be 
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= an error in his underſtanding, and 1o he doth not, 
err with his underſtanding > but it turns into a 
L.- ff or kyown idol, which he wilfully adhereth to, 


# . and efpouſcth- and holdeth faſt upon the account 
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F them which call evil good, as to them which call 
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a wide _—_ between verbal and col differ- 


. lame thing, but want $kill to open the truth na- 
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of carnal intereſt, and fo it cannot- conſiſt with 
true grace. For it can no more conlift with true. "R AY 
race, habitually and practically to hold and al- 
low the leaſt known error, than to live and allow 
a mans ſelf in the leaſt known fin. 

I would be loath to faſten any error upon any. 
perſon, which I can perceive him not to hold z and 
I. would candidly interpret all words fo far as I can 
with Conſcience and Juſtice to the truth, and. put 


ences. Many controverſies of ſeeming 8g oreat iM- + 3 
port, are but de nomine, the diſputants hold the © 


kedly, and underſtand one anothers ſenſe; and 
pride, and felf-love, make them too unwilling to 
unite all they can. And ſome controverſies, de 
re, comparatively are but imall ; if poyloned wits, 2 
and gracelets hearts did not m ma-e them great by . 
their fiery and uncharitable fleſhly zeal. But the © 
controverſies between us and Quakers ( to paſs by: 
thoſe ſmaller about you and thou, and names, and *: 
days, and ſome other of lefs moment )) are about "= 
the chiefeſt points, their errors are very groſs, Mr. 3 
Faldo.hath given you a Catalogue of! them in.the 2 
Preface to his Book, Quakerijm no Chriſtianity, | #3 
engage not in the defence of all he ſaith, not'take 
things upon truſt, Their grand error-is of the 3 

light within ; they lay ſuch ſtrels upan this, that”. 
at by their opinion are damned, that are not" —_ 
the light within, By enquiry into their Booksg* 
we can ſcarce tell what they mean by this light, - 
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For-7 fax, and TY Ni fey i it is not God, nor 
*Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit; they ſay it is not any 
3 | Sereares light or effect of - God; otherwhiles they | 
I it is God and Chriſt, they {et it above the |} 
= Seriptures, they place ſuch a fufficiency in the | 
FP light within, to-Salvation, that down from the fin 
”. Cf Adam, throughout every age and ſucceſſion of | 
# time, all healing informing remedy, and ſoul re- | 
covering means are made void, all divine and hu- 
= mane teachings, the whole fabr ck ot Redemption , 
&.. nay, Ido not know but by their opinion of the 
& - light within, Devils and damned fouls may be 
- faved "They ſubvert the Miniſtry of Chrift,* Bap- 
tifm and' the Lords Supper, Prayer, Preaching, | 
Confeſtion, Thanksgivine, Repentance, Faith, Ho- | 
tincſs, and turn all into waitins to the light with- | 


— 


Cd 


” Jn, and feclins to that of God, which is in every 
= man, without pointing him to any other Saviour,? 
'2J Regeneraror, Guide, and ſanRifer, than this light 
4 within. Thefe are their capital errors; in the 
# "maintainifig whereof they are more zealous, than | 
t FEthink any of us all are for God and Salvation: 
þ concern themſelves to be right in their caule | 
- and principles, they Father all upon God, and | 


& vouch his Holy Spirit for the Author of all. Many 

| Þ-ooniek have wrote againſt them. I think 1 have 

#all-r6 write roo. Exch one muſt anſwer for him- | 
*'f felf to: Bod, | Tove my Maſtcr, and his truth, 
i ar touls, and hope by writing to do more good 

than hurt; and this is my defence and reaſon to | 

= thar ſhall demand a reaton of my writing, I | 

6 22k 


mination with God, Foal 
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expect to pleaſe but a few by "oy writ 
mine; if the impartial, ſober, ) ny I Wb 
ſhall approve them, or fo far as to think chem! "= 
lerable, I can well abide the cenſures of otherggs 
and to þe accounted weak and worſe. I amn ot. 7 
of their mind that think we ſhould ſend forth 7 


nothing into the world but what is moſt polite 


and exact,and may be worthy of fame and glory,or 
that we muſt be all our days in compoſing a boot 
to ſtand for all ages, and ſeal it up with Ovias ſells 7 
gloryins praiſe in the end of his Aeramorphoſess ,. 
Famque opus exegi, &c. Faith and fat, denial 
teach us other leſſons. I honour wiſdom, 1 inven 
tion, metnod, art, and labour in all our works, | 
We cannot be too exatt to pleaſe God z but Goa. 

often pleaſed with that which man cis 

and that which is of high eſteem with men, is abs ? 


It grieves me much that I cannot open”. 
Quakers Errors, and coniute them without of- | 
fending them. Guilt is tender, and cannot'en-" : 
dure to be touched, eſpecially ſo nearly as I po” 
like todo; for l had rather do nothing, than cure... 
a wound by. the halfs, and leave it worſe than/T-.- 
found it. I thirſt aker the winning of their ſoulsz/ 
and alas, whilſt Iam trueſt to their ſouls, *Þ.am7 
moſt an enemy to their errors and corrupte &d :'3 
hearts ; and my Phyſick is fo ſharp, 1 fear manyw@F * 
my patients will rather reſuſe the Medicine, 2 Oy 
run the hazxrd of the Dileafſe, than abide mY 
lancing and excoriating cures, How mult oe 
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E Preface to the Reader. ; 

b "240? can one heal a ſore, and not heal it fron 

"The bottom? error is gotten into their heads and 

- hearts; out it muſt, or it will danger to be their 

s <Itath. We muſt be tender and compaſſionate, 

” -but withal faithful ; wife, but wiſe to ſave and | 

win their fouls, not to hurt them. My aim is | 
right, if I ſhoot ſhort or wide, or beyond my {| 

" mark ( which is caſte to do in morality, and in 

woing about to heal ſoul-wounds ) ; Ido carneſt- 
1y beg of the Qzakers that they will not there- 

'"F Dre be prejudic'd againſt the truth, nor blame 

thy Maſter and his wayes, becauſe his ftewards 
and ſervants are not ſo wiſe as they ſhould be. 

- 'As for me, let them ſay of me what they pleaſe, 
fo I can win them to God and the truih, Pte 
ive them leave to repute me what they will. 

” * If any ſhall write againſt me, I ſhall deſire but 
this reaſonable requeſt, that he will not pick at 
| Frery word. If any ſhall fay, I ought ſo to write 

F as to give no occaſion at all by any word ar 

| wrong ſentence, I acknowledg I ought, and de- 
fire not to excuſe or ſhelter any error ; but 
= + 3vill you but be as charitable and inoffenſive a 
þ Reader as You would have me to be an inoffen- 
E five writer ? you would not have me to offend by 

- :puriting; I beg no more from you but that you 

 will- be the ſame in reading, and not carp and 

| gxeept at every word or {yllable, but gather my 
= meanings ſo far as the words and lenſe will 
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FPrifies fo thi R 'N 
troverſie-matter in them that [ gull except er ge 2 
{ preat one of all between Chriſt and Satany:Sin "2 
4 * and the Soul. They are too plain to pleaſe many, -* 
if you like them not, let tnem alone, therg be e- 4 
nough better, and I would have you to have-the 
beſt. It is not friends importunity and good li- 
y | king which moves me to print them, though 
& 3 that is not nothing : but in this luxuriant bookilh 4 

age I think that reaſon not enough, nor near e-, 

- #* nough, at leaſt not for me. But I take prayes, + 4 
e { to be a weighty matter, and prayerlefs ſouls to” 
s #f be many, and the work of prayer to be much * 
I. negleGted, and many and loud calls we have#all 

; to Prayer; and why may | not publiſh a fog 
Ml zets of prayer ? but chiefly I would tempt t 
| Ouakers to the work of Prayer, and let them ſeo"; 
} 
| 


x 
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what flender cauſe they have to judg fo hardly. * 
_ of our praying. 

I know not but ſome other things (paſſed * 6 
! of my hands ) may allo come forth with this. IF. 
. * not yer, in time they may. Thou haſt much of  * 
- | my mind in this Preface to ſave me the labour 1 
of more words that way of giving acconntgf wy - 
. + writing. I commit thee to God,” I #n 


* Warrington, Oftob. A Serd/int Tg Lat Gn 
| 4 1675. thy Seuls Friend, T8 


To my Ms Beloved, and longed-f 
the People of God, in #. and B. ze 


wiſheth Grace tak Peace in our. 
Jeſus Chrilt. | 


do at my ſelf}, ro = me thus 4 
pearing in publick, Truly it was 
far from my thoughts once, yea FL : 
is againſt many , and many. fe. & 
reſolutions : but whether it be well or «ll, my though mY 
are changed; and here I tender to you piece of w” 
Chriſtian jnſtiuttion and atimonition, touching” 
prayer. If the method and compoſure tots but are, *: 
ſwerable ro the weight of the ſubjett, I would ot i 
fear the cenſure of pride for offering it to you and» 
; others, and TI would by Argu:at preſs upon you the A bh 
 peruſalof it, though you ay bave better kelps. 4 p 
* hand, and many of you are far more fit to AD 
* lg /fraftors. Tn this place T have been born, and brought. | 
F up among you all the beginning of my time; att 7 fou w 
|. far as I cancollett, by tracing and comparing. the: 
ſeveral ſteps and paſſages of my life, it was in tho 
place, and before I went to live in the Conntre: = : 
that I firſt received the: ſeeds of grace ( ſappo = 
— to my mT » that God hath bad mercy: 
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*% pon my ſoul : thouch 1 cannot ſo much a; tell the 
bs year, much Its the day or month, nor the particu- 
* JIar way or means. how the Lord aid work in me , 
theugh many things I can remember while I was 
E gourg,%and a Funior at School. Since my entrance 
| . Yo the Miniſtry, I have been moſtly converſant 
F here, and look upon it as a choice effeth of merci- 
bo Ful and wiſe diſpoſing providence, which hath placed 
me in, ard ſo near my native place, though I have 
bad ſundry temptations to other _ If there- 
& fore 1 have any thing which may be of uſe to Chriſt 
Church, ſince the cuſtom of writisg..hath made it a 
EF ud and of Law to inſcrib2 their writings, to ſome one 
or wore perſons eſpecially: Some out of ſincerity , 
+ and upon juſt grounds, others out of mode and com- 
# rt and to flatter and draw into ſnare, playing 
4 hypocrite, and prattiſing much bafonchs, and 
carnal inſinuation. 1 alſo, that I may not ſeem to 
L* be needleſly ſingular, do aſcribe this to you, not ma- 
* »king any dedication, but as a Miniſter and Friend to 
- your ſouls, earneſtly inviting you to prayer, and 
cat, and diligence for your ſouls, acknowledging 
L hy ſelf in the bonds of the Goſpel, to be debtor to, 
b you above all people, and willing to take any fit op- 
- portunity of expreſſing my forwaraneſs for the good 
of yeur ſouls, and doing all that in me lies, forthe 
” gvod of my. native Town and Place, notwithſtanding 
4 tbe envy and oppoſition of many. Let them not 
t Whare to ſay, and do thur utmoſt, they cannot hin- 
” der: and reſtrain me from pitying and praying for 
* #hem. Th "(ball be the defence 1 will make, and 
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ehe. harm 1 mean to Ao them. though in 1 
ſters cauſe and quarrel, I will not fear to wound 
ſim, and ſtrike at the heart of ſoul-deſtroying luſts, 
in any friend or foe. | 
Gd preſerve in this plege a ſeed and generation, 
fearing him, and calling upon hi name. G7 
Brethren and Friends, let it never be ſaid that 
W. 7s degenerated. I beſeech you by the examples: 
of them that be gone before, whoſe names are preci- , 
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ons with many of you, to do worthily in your gene=", 
ration, and at leaſt wiſe to leave things 10 your chils. 
dren and poſter " in as good condition as you founth.i** 


theme to your has. 


many things, as ſometime it hath been”; and the E 
ceſſity, 1 was a ſaying the iniquity of the times hin--" 


ders good things from us. 


your cloſets and families, be holy in all manner of 


converſation, maintain the communion of the Saintsg ® 
unite, and love, and delight in each other, be true-+ * 
to conſcience, and prattiſe ſuch duties as ſhall com# 
in your way, to which fleſh and blood makgs reſiſt- 


ance, and carnality us apt to ſhuffle off with unwat-. 4 


treaſure in Heaven, and confide in God, and map 
humility, wiſdom, patience, ſincerity, courage, alia 
ſelf-denial, walk, before God, and do all that iy yolw.? 
lies for the reforming of this ſinful place, wit WY 


rantable excuſes and half-doing: Lay up yous. - 
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PSAL. LV. 17. 
Evening and morning , and at noon 
| will I pray, and cry aloud..---.-. 


Hope I ſhall not offend any 
@ by the choxe of my Text: it 
R& leads me to ſpeak of Prayer,a 
moſt harmleſs ſubje&, tnoſt 
neceſſary for us all. You may 
hear frequently - of it, and 
great realon there is, becauſe 
| it is a duty of daily pradtice, 
7 hardly learn'd, and hardlier practiſed. None that 


3 This Pſalm (penned as we ſuppoſe by Davidy *7 

# doth give us an account of the great ſorrow and, : 

? diſtreſs that David was in,becaule of the infolency 3 
7 and treachery of his Enemies. He mourned in his 
1 complaint, aud made a noiſe, v.2. Hs heart was 

| ſore pained within hin,and the terrours of death were 
fallen upon him \, fearfulneſs and trembling were come 

| «por him, and horrour had overwhebned him, v. 4, 5- 

- 3 His Enemies were many, and night and day they 
_ Flovghtro do him miſchief, ſlandering and vey 
| VT B im, 
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— him, and uſing both violence and deceit, v.3,9, 102 
11. And that which d1d moſt go to his heart was, 
that they were {uchas iormerly had been his {ami- Z 
liars and acquaintance, and profefſed much love, | 
and he had had ſweet counſel and fellowſhip with | 
them, and now they were turn'd to be his envmies, | 
vV. 12, 13, 14+ In this diſtreſs this precious ſervant | 
of God betakes himfelt to prayer, as his beſt help 4 
and remedy 5 v. 16, es for me, IT will call upon 
God, and the Lord ſvall ſave me. V.17, Evening | 
and morning, ana at noon will I pray, and cry aloud, | 
and he ſhall hear my woice. | 7 
1,, The words,as you {ce, contain Davids reſolu- } 
tion to pray, {will pray, and cry aloud. G 

2, The frequency and ſeaſon, when and how of- / 
ten he would pray, Evening and morning, and at) 
nec. Which notes, 1. That he would do it daily ;\| 
he would maxeit his conſtant praQtice to pray and} 
cry aloud to God. 2. That he would do it at cer-/] 
- tain times and ſeaſons, evening and morning, and at 
200n;, he would not content himſelf to do it every? 
. day, but kewould do it in the fitteſt ſeaſons, and? 
ſtate unto himſelf his hour and time of prayer in they 
evening, and keep to it : and {o his hour and. time! 
. of prayer in the morning, and at noon, and ob-| 
.f{erve it: ; 
From the words thus opened, we may gather; 


. theſe DoQrines : : 
., Dot. 1. That in all diſtreſſes, trials and affiiti4 
ensthat can befall a Chriſtian in this world, prayer” us 
one chief and principal remedy. This is the Forney 
. 7, | "that 


he 


7 ' PF . A. 


FP . " q + A 2 A 
ART GE ind ae © LACS 
o _ AY wad WM aA 
hy ; 
% > 
o ” 4 
% 4 


 Þ that David being in great trouble; betook himſelf 


# unto. 07. - 
DoR. 2. That Prayer is a duty of great weight. 
| This we may gather from the whole, David makes 
Z chief uſe of itin all his ſtraits, and hath ſuch eſteem 
| of it, that he reſolves upon the doing of it daily, 
{ morning, evening, and at noon, and aſſures him- 
q {elf that God will hear and fave him. 
% Dot. ;. That it 15 not enough for a (hriſtian to 
1 prayto God, but he muſt pray fervently, he muſt cry 
# aloud to God, and pour out his ſoul to God with all hrs 
5 mioht. tho | 
5 Dodt. 4. 7t is not enough for a (hriſtian to pray; 
i but moreover he is to be frequent and aſſiduons in the 
4 dutyof Prayer, and obſerve unto himſelf ſtated times, 
.% and meeteſt ſeaſons of Prayer all that in him lyes, it 
4 2mitation of holy David here; Evening and morning, 
Z and at noon will I pray, and cry aloud. 7 
{ Ple forbear to ſpeak diſtinaly to the firft of 
4 theſe, and inſiſt upon the other three in order; as 
; time will giveleave. \ | 
% Dott. 2. That Prayer is a duty of great weight, # 
y moſt excellent, and profitable, and nece ſar aunty. 
To prevent miſunderſtanding I will open to you 
j the true nature of Prayer, what it. is; for many 
1 donot underſtand it, many do grofsly miſtake 'it. 
| An errour in this may come to be very fatal. _ 
J. 1 Vegatively. Right Prayer, ſuch as God doth 
jy accept to Salvation, is not to be found fave in real 
y Saints, -and ſuch as be regenerate, It is not meet 
4 words," whether more or fewer, nor a meer work 
| 0 or 
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— him, and uſing both violence and deceit, .3,9, 102 | 


1 Fg 


11. And that which did moſt go to his heart was, 


that they were ſuch as formerly had been ht. {ami- 


liars and acquaintance, and profefied much love, 
and he had had {weet counſel and fellowſhip with 
them, and now they were turn'd to be his enemies, 
vV. 12, 13, 14+: In this diſtreſs this precious ſervant 
of God betakes himlelf to prayer, as his beſt. help 
and remedy 5 v. 16, eAs for me, I will call upon 


God, and the Lord ſnall ſave me. V.17, Evening | 
and morning, ana at noon will I pray, and cry aloud, 
and he ſball hear my voice. 
I, The words,as you tce, contain Davids reſolu- | 


tion to pray, 1will pray, and cry aloud. 


2, The frequency and leaſon, when and how of- | 
ten he would pray, Evening and morning, and at | 
2607. Which notes, 1. That he would do it daily; # 
he would make it his conſtant practice to pray and | 
cry aloud to God. 2. That he would do it at cer- 
tain times and ſeaſons, evening and morning, and at | 
2002 ;, he would not content himlelf to do it every | 


2 


day, but he would do it in the fitteſt ſeaſons, and © 
ſtate unto himſelf his hour and time of prayer in the | 
evening, and keep to it : and ſo his hour and. time | 
. of prayer in the morning, and at noon, and ob- 
. lerve ho --- 

_ From the words thus opened, we may gather | 


: theſe Do&rines : | 


DoR. 1. That in all d;ſtreſſes, trials and affiift- 


 opsthat can befall a Chriſtian m this world, prayer is 
_ one chief and principal remedy. This is the courſe 
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C4) 
that David being in great trouble; betook himſelf 
unto. - 

DoR. 2. That Prayer is a duty of great weight, 
This we may gather from the whole, David makes 
chief uſe of it in all his ſtraits, and hath ſuch eſteem 
of it, that he reſolves upon the doing of it daily; 
morning, evening, and at noon, and afſures him- 
{elf that God will hear and ſave him. 

Dot. 3. That it 15 not enough for a (hriſtian to 
pray to God, but he muſt pray fervently, he muſt cry 
aloud to Goa, and pour out his ſoul to God with all hrs 
mioht. «© | 
Dot. 4. It 3s not enough for a (hriſtian to pray 
but moreover he is to be frequent and aſſiduons in the 
duty of Prayer, and obſerve unto himſelf ſtated times, 
and meeteſt ſeaſons of Prayer all that in him lyes, in 
zmitation of holy David here; Evening and mornings 
and at noon will I pray, and cry aloud. p 

Ple forbear to ſpeak diſtinaly to the firft of 
theſe, and inſiſt upon the other three in order, as 
time will give leave, | 

Dot. 2. That Prayer is a duty of great weight, # 
moſt excellent, and profitable, and neceſſary duty. 

To prevent miſunderſtanding I will open to you 
the true nature of Prayer, what it. is; for many 
do not underſtand it, many do grofsly miſtake 'it. 
An errour in this may come to be very fatal. _ 

i Negatively. Right Prayer, ſuch as God: doth 
accept to Salvation, is not to be found fave in real 
Saints, -and ſuch as be regenerate, It is not meet 
words," whether more or fewer, nor a meer work 
B 2 or 


of nature, and bare humane induſtry and ftriving; 
without the ſpecial-grace and concurrence of God, 
It is not ceremony and complement, it is not cry- 
ing, Lord, -Lord, and ſeeming as if we were moſt 
fincere, and taking upon us as if we were moſt de- 


yout, and defir'd nothing ſo much as the Grace of | 


God, and the forgiveneſs of fins, and ſpiritual 
everlaſting mercies to make us holy and happy. 
There is a great deal of praying outwardly, which 
is not right and ſincere praying; outward balling 


and canting, and ſuch deſires as {pring from meer | 
nature and carnality, or from a frightned Conſci- | 
ence, and meer pangs of fear, without any ſpiritual | 
change upon the Soul, is not the genuine prayer of * 
a Saint, and none other doth God accept as a con- | 
dition or evidence of {piritual life and title to ſpiri- 7 


tual and everlaſting mercies. 


2. But poſitively and more deſcriptively. Right 


Prayer is gracious, and good deſires well and duly 


offered up to God by a regenerate ſoul in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall not labeur to be | 


curious in defining, fol can truly open to you what 
right Prayer is. Now to take this deſcription in 
pieces, and open it to you membratim, piece by 
piece. | 

1, Ifay that right Prayer muſt be done by a re- 
Senerate ſoul, becaule the tree muſt be good before 
it can bring forth good fruit; and the heart muſt be 


circumciſed, and made new by the grace of God, | 
before it can make a godly prayer. ' Our Saviours | 


reaſon for regeneration is unanſwerable, Foh. 3. 3, 6. 


| 


«1 


That 


That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh ; it is true both 


of perſons and a&tions, till we be regenerate we are 


$ fleſh and not fpirit, the fleſh reigns in us, we are 
; carnal and unholy. | 


2, I ay, that right Prayer doth conſiſt of good 


| and gracions deſires. It is not enough to be regene- | 
# rate, for even a regenerate man may have corrupt 


| deſires, ſuch as be unwarrantable, and upon the mat- 


ter ſinful. We do not always deſire that which is 
# pleaſing to God, and finally good for our fouls, and 
Z thoſe are the defires which for the matter I account - 
7 good and gracious, which be pleafing to God, and 


make for the final everlaſting good of the ſoul, 


* Whatſoever deſire it is which is forbidden by God, 
4 and hath no warrant from the will of God, nor ra- 
7 tionally tendeth to the final good of the foul, but 
7 all things weighed, is hurtful and evil to the. foul, 
? thatis not to be put into our prayers. And this is 
5 clear from the Lords-Prayer, which doth limit us. » 
3 toſuch things as tend to the hallowing of Gods name, 
| the ſetting up of his Kingdom, and the doing of bts 
will. ED 


3. It is not enough that the perſon be regenerate, 
and have good and gracious deſires in his foul, but 
theſe defires are ts be offered up to God, and it is 
the offering of them up to God, which makes it. to 
be a prayer, And this is eaſily evident both from 
Scripture and the work of Prayer it felf. From 
Scripture, which exprefſeth the work and buſineſs 
of Prayer by words, importing an exerciſe or ſtir- . 
ring up of the ſoul, a drawing nigh to-God, and 

B 3 pourlng . 


\ pouringout-vur'complaint before him, and: ſeeking 
his face, and calling upon his name. Reaſon,and the | 
thing it ſelf tells us, that it is one thing to have | 
good defires and good difpoſitions in the heart, and | 
another thing to pour out thoſe defires and diſpo- |} . 
fitions to God. The heart doth firſt conceive and | 
meditate good thoughts, intentions, and delires, | 
and then doth preſent and offer up the ſame to God | 
by way of ſupplication, Pſal.14.1.2, Let my prayer | 
be ſer forth before thee as incenſe, and the lifting up | 
of my hands as the evening-ſacrifice. | "| 
4. But neither is this all: it is not enough barely | 
to offer up good and gracious defires to God, but 
alſo I add,that_they muſt be well and duly offered 
up to God, as I ſhall ſhew under the ſecond Do- | 
Erine to be handled next. Oaly for the preſent | 
you may note,that a good man may offer up good | 
and gracious deſires to God, that is good for the þ 
matter of them, and yet he may not offer them up # 
rightly and duly toGod,Famr.5.16,T he effectual fer- © 
went prayer of a righteoiu man availeth much.It muſt |} 
not only be the prayer of a righteous man, but it | 
muſt be fervent, there muſt be a right behaving of | 
our ſelves in the work and buſineſs of Prayer ; the | 
manner as well as the matter moſt be pleaſing to | 
God, and profitable to us. A godly man may pray | 
coldly, irreverently, deadly, lukewarmly, fo as | 
God may be provoked, Rev. 3. 16. | _ - 
5- Then all right Prayer it muſt be dire&ed and | 
offered up to God, and not to Creatures; -1I ſhall not | 
init upon this, hoping you are competently in- | 
| ny 7 OE grited 
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ſtructed and underſtaod in that, and my time no t 
allowing me to ſpeak to all matters. 

6. Laftly, I add in the deſcription;that all right 
Prayer muſt be in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


' Col. 3.17, Whatſocver ye do in word or deed, do all 


inthe name of the Lord Feſus, giving thanks to God, 
and the Father by him. This hath been the conſtant 
practice of the Saints, which is notfo to beun- 
derſtood as if the bare naming of Chriſt yere e- 
nough. There is much formal praying in' the name 
of Chriſt, and begging for his fake; but to pray 
in the name of Chriſt, is to relie upon the merits of 
Chriſt for acceptance, and to look for no sracious 
and comfortable audience with God but for the ſake 
of Chriſt ; and to truſt upon his intercefon and 
meritorious grace and ranfom, for the favour of 
God, and his gracious countenance upon us and our 
prayers. And this briefly for the opening to you 
the true nature of Prayer. I ſhall now confirm 
the point to you by Scriptural reaſons and argu- 
ments, that Prayer thus ſtated is a very excellent 
and weighty duty of exceeding great moment to- 
all our ſouls. | bas 
A. 1, Our bleſſed Saviour hath thought it moſt 
meet to give us a plat-form of Prayer, for method 
moſt exa&, and for matter comprehenſive . of all 
things we need ftom God; and hath given it for a 
rule to-Chriſtian ſouls to the worlds end; teaching 
us, When ye pray, ſay, Our Father,@c. and after 
this mupner pray ye, &c. by which variation of the 
Goſpel-text it is gathered by ſome, that this _ 
ay B 4 0 


(8). 
of Prayer may be godlily uſeg as a Prayer, for the 
words are, When ye pray, ſay,our Father, &c, and- 
by the other words, after this manner pray ye , it is 
gathered, that Chriſt meant not to tye us to theſe 
very preciſe words and no other, but that we make 
this our rule,or platform of prayer, beginning with 
a Preface, conſiſting of ſix Petitions, and a Thanks- 
giving, and a Concluſion, Amer. Now Chriſts 
care in this matter preſcribing to his Church a rule 
of Prayer moſt exact for matter and merhod, this 
proves prayer to be a matter of great moment, and 
the Goſpel-Church in this to be priviledged above 
the Church under the Law. IN. 

A. 2. The praQice of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and 
: of all his Saints in all ages of the world, is a ſuffi- 
cient confirmation that Prayer is a moſt excellent; 
+ duty of great moment. Jeſus Chriſt had no fin to 
beg the forgiveneſs of, nor any ſtains or defeRs in 
his ſoul, nor any ſuch neceſſities upon him as we | 
have, and yet he prayed; he roſe up be-time-in a 
morning to prayer, when he bad diſpatched his 
_ days-work in preaching the Goſpel, and working 
Miracles, and doing good to mens ſouls and bodies, 
he retir*d himſelf for Prayer, he went into deſarts, 
and mountains, and woods to pray, and continued 
all njght in Prayer to God, and he pray'd with 
ſtrong crying and tears; and it was in prayer that 
the HolyGhoſt came down upon him at his Baptiſm, 
and the heaven was opened, and a voice came down 
from heaven which ſaid, Tho art my beloved Son in 
whon: 1 am well pleaſed, Lyk. 3: 21, 22, Alſo the 
by 7:-. 6-0. » "$a ROOM ITT”, Scrip- 
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Scripture notes, that it was'in prayer that he was . 
transfigured in the Mount, and the faſhion of his 
countenance was altered, Luk. g. 28, 29. Now this 
is a great evidence of the excellency and neceſſity of 
prayer, that the ſpotleſs and moſt bleſſed Son of 
God ſhould thus go before us in prayer, and honour 
it with his example, who had no fin, nor ſoul-wants 
as we have. 2. Then for the Saints praQice, the 
Scripture is full in this; and could we but ſee the re- 


/ cordsof every age, we might plainly ſee there was 


never Saint in the world to this day which had time 
and leifure for prayer, but he was a praying-Saint. 
The thief upon the Croſs that was converted at the 
point of death, died praying, Lord, remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. The Scripture 
takes notice of it in Paul, ſo ioon as the Lord had 
effecually touched his heart,he began to pray, A&, 
9. 11, Behold he prayeth.No doubt but Paul prayed 


' many a time before, for the Phariſees were great 


prayers, and Paul was a moſt zealousPharitee; but 
his praying then did very much differ from his 
praying now. The new-born foul comes crying into 
the new world;and moſtly ſouls go out of the world 
with prayer in their mouths,as Stephen, Lord Feſus 


' xecerve my ſpirit, and lay not this ſin to their charge. 


So alſo died our Saviour, Father forgive them,gthey 
kyow not What they do, and into thy hands I.commit 
my ſpirit. We read of Facob wreſtling with' God 
in prayer z Abraham praying and interceding for - 
Sodom ; Iſaac praying for his Wife Rebecca, that ſhe 
might conceive; and going into the fields at __ 
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. tide fopray, Ger. 24.63. for the word tranſlated, 
meditate, ſignifies alſo to pray, marg. Moſes was a 
man of prayer,.1o Foſhua, David; what is the 
Book of Pſalms for a great part, but a compoſition 
of godly prayers ? the godly Kings of F«dah, the 
Prophets, and holy men and women of old, have all 
been praying-people. Come to the New Teſtament, 
and this aboundeth with precepts and rules of pray- 
er,and with inſtances and examples too. Fohn taught 
+ his Diſciples to pray, our Saviour his; the Primi- 
_ tive Chriſtians continued with one accord in pray- 
er, their prayer is{et down, AF. 4. 24. We read 
of the joint prayers of many, and fingle ones; the 
Scxipture up and down records the prayers of the 
Saints. Without doubt all that are Saints,are pray- 
ing Saints. The univerſal praQice of the people of 
God,not one but of all, in all times and places,is a 
clear' confirmation that Prayer is a moſt excellent 
and weighty duty. 
A. 3. The ſpirit of Grace is a ſpirit of ſupplica- 
tions, Zach, 12.10, So that whenſoever the grace 
of God comes into any ſoul, there comes a diſpo- 
ſition of prayer; all grace doth contain in it eſſenti- 
ally a breathing and-thirſting after God, and after 
\- righteouſneſs, which 1s as the life or ſoul of prayer, 
. andis in every Saint; fo. that he hath a praying 
ſpirit in him, Gal. 4.:6,' eAwd becauſe ye" are ſons, 
God hath ſent forth the: ſpirit of hs ſors snto your 
hearts, crying Abba: father. A child of God walks 
with God by prayer, he prays more and oftner 
than he prays with his voice ; there be P_ 
WF: 4 | au 


CI 
and groans,: and defires in his heart preſented and 
offered. up to God. Grace cannot live, and work, 
and dwell in the ſoul without prayer. Let a Saint 
be in any part of the world, he muſt have time and 
room for prayer; he cannot ſtop his ſoul from pray- 
ing ; though Grace do not at in the {oul per modune 
zature by natural initin&, and {uch a neceffity and 
motion as the fire burns, and a beaft defires fodder, 
by a natural irrational propenſity; yet prayer is {0 
eſſential to Grace, and the new Creature, that of 
all duties a child of God is moſt apt to this. Medita- 
tion 1s a great and excellent duty, but not ſo excel- 
tent as Prayer ; for there is more upon the heart in 
Prayer, than there is in Meditation ; there is more 


of man in Meditation, and more of God in Prayer 5 | 


in Meditation man ſpeaketh unto man, but in Prayer 
man fſpeaketh unto God 5 and ſo far as he prays 
rightly, his foul is wholly intent upon God, and 
poureth our. his complaint before God, and plead- 
eth with God, and nothing hath leave ſo much as 
to look into the foul, and diſtract it, ſo far as: it is 
rightly engaged in the work of Prayer, and gather- 
eth inall the powers of his foul, and preſenteth the 
whole man in ſervice and ſacrifice to God, and ma- 
keth a tender of himſelf, and all he hath and can do, 
to the ſervice and glory of God. Many a child of 
God that can hardly frame himſelf to meditate, 


_ andis confuſed and diſtracted in it,in Prayer is moſt 


methodical, and all his Graces fall into order and 
natural method, that is, ſo as doth beſt ſuit with 
his wants, and helps to the aQuating of _— oy ; 
| | 04- 
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God-wards; ſo that every grace of God is more 
or leſs exerciſed in Prayer. Charity, which is the 
univerſal grace, and is as the heart and pith of all 
grace, ſincere love to God and man,is chiefly exer- 
ciſed in Prayer ; for what is Prayer but the exerciſe 
of defire ? and what is deſire, but the exerciſe or ex- 
preſſion of love, or the motion of the ſoul towards . 
a ſuitable good ? If you could but open the breaſt of 
a Szint, except it be in ſome notable diſtemper and 
ſpiritnal apoplexy upon his ſoul, you will find the 
pulſe of his ſoul beating God-ward by prayer, he 
keeps his heart going by prayer z you may chain 
and fetter his body, and muzzel his tongne, but 
you cannot muzzel the mouth of his foul, nor ſtop 
the-new Creature in him from aſcending upwards 
to God. But whilſt there is grace in the foul, there 
will be a habit or root of prayerz and the more 
Srace, the more ſtrong and lively, and conſtant and 
{weet will be the diſpoſition to prayer. 

4.4, The many Promifes which God hath made 
to prayer, and in that he tiles himſelf by the name 
of God that heareth prayer, and therefore to him 
ſhall all fleſh come, Pſal. 65. 2. and in that God 
hath not only given us multitudes of commands for. 
it, but alſo he hath made it a condition on our 
part, without which we may not look for any of 


*- his bleſſings; all this doth prove that prayer is a 


+ moſt weighty and excellent duty.To relate all the 
+ Promiles of God made to prayer, were to rehearſe 
* a great part of the Bible, P/al. 50. 15, Call upor: 
|. me inthe day of trouble, and I will aeliver thee, _ 

thos 
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grace or duty folitary and without the preſence ; 
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thou ſhalt glorifie me. Rom. 10. 13, Whoſoever 
ſhall call upon the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. 
Mat. 7. 7, Wc. Ask and it ſhall be given you, ſeek 
and ye ſhall find, knock. and it ſhall be opened unto Þ} 
you; for every one that acketh receiveth, and be that | 
ſeeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it ſhall be } 
opened. 1a. 45. 19. I never ſaid unto any of the + 
ſeed of Facob, ſeek ye me in vain. \am.4.4. Draw *' 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 1Joh. 
5. 14, 15, This is the confidence that we have in 
him, that if we ack any thing according to his will, 
he heareth us; and if we know that he hears us, ! 
whatſoever we ask we know that we have the peti- | 
tions that we deſired of him. Ia. 65. 24, Before 
they pray 1 will anſwer , and while they are yet a |. 
ſpeaking I will hear. And multitudes of ; places -: 
more might be cited, I know well that theſe Pro- 
miſes are not made to prayer ſolitary and alone, 2 
no more is any ſaving-promiſe made to any 7} 


and connection of other Graces. But prayer on } 
our part 1s a condition 1mpoled upon us by our -# 
heavenly father, gnd fupream King; and if we * 
pray not, God is under no promiſe to grant us 
mercy. He hath promiſed a new heart, anda new * 
ſpirit, and to cleanſe us from all our idols, and ta :; 
put his fear within us, and cauſe us to walk in his | 
ſtatutes, Ezek. 36.25,26,27. But he will be ſought 
unto, and we muſt ſeek him, and enquire of him 2: 
to do theſe things for us, ver. 37. And there is | 
all the reaſon in the world for it. Are we my 
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thy of mercies that will not bes them ?' Can we 
have. them upon cheaper and more honourable 
terms? Is not heaven and everlaſting glory worth 
begging? Chriſt hath taught us to pray for our 
daily bread, how much more are we to pray for 
the favour of God, forgivenets of ſin, and ever- 
laſting mercies ? If our mercies come not by the 
'way of prayer, nor engage and put us on to 
prayer, it were better be without them he that 
prays notz'is a ſtranger to the grace of God, and 
the ſaving bleſſings of his Covenant. Be it known 
to you all, that though the Scripture aboundeth 
with promiſes of bleſſings, {piritual, temporal and 
eternal; yet there is a condition put in, you muſt 
' pray for them, you muſt leek unto God tor them. 
I grant that God doth give to wicked men many 


mercies, (mercies in themſelves, and fo they will 
know and find when they muſt dearly account for 
them) but all the mercies which he gives to them, 

T are to excite and draw them to himſelf by re- 
- © pentance and 'prayer. They cannot truly repent, 


| but they muſt pray; the exerciſe of repentance 
1s mainly by prayer, judging gnd condemning our 
ſelves before God, and pouring forth our griefs 
before the Lord, and eaſing our troubled fouls 
*F by penitential- conjefſions into his, bolom, confeſ- 
'. ſing our ſins, that fo they may be forgiven. When 
'} : we call upon people to pray, and urge them to 
prayer, we call them to repentance and a godly 
{| life. This then makes for the honour and intereſt 
| of prayer, (regeneration and reconclliation _ 
" "4 ups 
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ſuppoſed) the promiſes of mercy, - and. the bleſ- - 
ſings and good things of the Kingdom concern- ' 
ins this life and hereafter, are limited with this 
proviſo or condition, not unleſs we pray and call 
upon God : no prayer, no bleſſing of God, no 
ſaving-mercy from the Lord. God as a common 
father and bountiful provider to all the world, 
doth hear the Ravens when they cry,and feeds the 
hungry Lions, which roar after their prey, and 
ſeek their .meat from God. And fo he hears © * 
wicked men in their diſtreſs, and grants them 
many good things in anſwer to their prayers 5 
but they are not to reſt in their carnal prayers, 
nor content themſelves with common mercies, 
theſe are given them to provoke, them to repen- 
tance, and the love of God, and that they might 
be moſt inſtant with God by prayer for everla- 
ſting mercies. And though God hath not abſo- 
lutely promiſed to hear the prayer of an unre- 
generate ſoul, {o as to grant him ſaving grace and 
pardon of fin, yet he hath given ground and - ? 
encouragement to pray, and there is a kind of }; 
half promiſe; it may be God will be gracious 2? 
to you, and grant you mercy, you have encou- 
ragement to ſeek him. The matter ſhall not fail 
on Gods ſide ; do you your beſt, and mark the 
iſſue. As therefore you would have mercies for 
foul and for body, for you and for yours, pray } 
anc} call upon God, and make prayer a main part 4 
of your work aud buſineſs in this world. 1 every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thanksgiving, * 

; let 
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” let your requeſts be made known to God , and the 
| peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding ſhall 


” Think nothing too great or too {mall, too hard 
or too eaſje to requeſt and beg of God: acquaint 


+ » and grace in every thing. Ceaſe your praying, 
' and God will ceaſe his bleſſing. As prayer ſtops, 
' Gods mercy to our ſouls ſtops. 2 
Et A.5: A fifth reaſon to prove that prayer is 
| a moſt excellent and weighty duty may be this, 
it is a talking to the divine Majeſty, the holy and 
#:reverent communion of ſinful duſt and aſhes with 
the great and glorious God, and a treating with 
him about matters of the greateſt moment in the 
world. O how little do ſouls conſider, what it is 
to offer up requeſts to him that is devouring fire, 
and everlaſting burnings / to have communion 
with the infinite Majeſty of heaven, to take his 
- holy name into our mouths ! You would count it 
E a great and famous fight to fee a King and all 
{ his Nobles in all their pomp, or two Armies figh- 
- ting together, or any of the brave fights of this 
- world; what are theſe towards the fight of a 


* praying ſoul ? Come, fee a man ſpeaking to God, 
F- and God communicating of his grace and help to 
| him. Come, fee a ſoul worſhipping the Lord of 
F& Heaven and Earth, wreſtfling and contending with 


the Almighty, pouring out his foul to God for 


k himſelf and others, for everlaſting life and the ſal- 


” vation of ſoul and body. O what a work is this ! 


' keep your hearts through C brift Feſus, Phil. 4. 6; 7. 


him with all your matters, and implore his help - 
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O what need is there of the help of God! who 1 
knows how to pray to God further than God 
þ ſhall teach and enable him! The. poor Publican 
d JÞ durſt not ſo much as iff np his eyes'to heautnz 
t | but ſmote upor his breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful 
P Miro me a ſinner, Luk. 18. 13. Abraham confeſſes 
7 himſelf to be but duſt and aſhes, and craves fa- 
» | vour, and entreats the Lord not to be angry for 
his boldneſs in interceding for Sodom. Facoh con- 
S feſſes in prayer, I am not worthy of the leaſt of all 
| the mercies of God, O what worms. are. we to 
| | ſpeak to fo holy and glorious a God ! ſinful defi- 
led creatures not fit to have any thing. at all to. 
L } do with fo great and pure a God! And thence 
are thole expreſſions of holy men of old: . Wo 
| me for I am a- man of unclean lps , for mine eyes 
| have ſeen the King the Lord of Hoſts, Ita. 6. 5- 
l And Fob 42. 5,6, I have heard of thee by the hear- 
| z1g of the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth thee, where- 
fore I repent and abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes. 
| If Xoſes was fo loathi to go to Pharaoh ancearth- 
Jy Eing, becauſe he thought himtelf[not-eJoquent 
enough, and to be of a ſlow and ſtammering tongue - - 
Exod.q.10, how much more unmeet is doſes him 
\ [| {elf, and much more we, to go into the preſence 
of God,. and pour forth prayers and ſpeeches to 
the glorious King of Heaven? Three things be 
imported in this work of prayer, as it :is a holy 
communication with-God, and ſpeaking to the di- . 
vine Majeſty. Ls 
1, That it is high and honourable. 7 * = 
C 2, Rich **Y 


ext) 
2. Rich. and precious. | 
3. Hard and difficult. 


x. Taat it is high and honourable; what grea- 


' ter glory can we have, than as. Children to have 
the ſpirit of Adoption put into oor ſouls, and 
have God for our heavenly. Father, and have leave 


and freedom to come with boldnels into his pre- | 


ſence, and treat with him for all things we need. 
Hebr. 4. ult. And therefore the Scripture ex- 
preſſcth it by ſuch apt words of drawing nigh 
to God. Abraham is {aid ' to draw nigh to God 
when he interceded for Sodom, Ger. 18. 23. .It i 
good for we to. draw nigh to God, Pal. 73. 28, 
| And 1o the phraſe of ſeeking Gods face is fre- 
quent and familiar in Scripture, which is an high 
and great word; not that God hath any face, but 
his face is {aid to be'towards us when he is gra- 
cious and favourable to us. 1 have ſeen God face 
zo face, ſaith Facob, and my life is preſerved,Gen. 
32. 30. O the exceeding dignity and glory of a 
child -of..God in this, that' he hath the ſpirit of 
Adoption, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplications ! 
that he mav go with boldneſs into his Fathers 
preſence, that he may make known all his wants 
to him;,; that he may wait upon, and be ſo nigh 
to; and have ſuch holy: and humble reverent 
Communion with the Lord ! 
© 2. It is rich and precious. Prayer is a ſoul- 
_entiching duty. The Lord' is. working his. Grace 
into our ſouls, while we are working our hearts 
towards him by prayer; he ſlides by his Grace 
. into 
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into the prayins-ſoul; he fills us as with marrow 

and fatneſs- O what riches of knowleds and wit- 
dom, of joy and comfort, of peace and aſſurance, 
of heavenly treaſure, doth the Lord fill the ſouls 
of his Children with in prayer. Open thy mouth 
wide, ſaith the Lord, and 1 will fill thee, Plal.81. 


| 10, Ack and ye ſhall have, ask and have, grace 


and glory,wildom ard knowleds, ai! good) things 
will I give to them which pray and walk, uprightly, 
Pſal. 84. 11. If any man lack wiſdom, let him beg 
it of God, who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 
Fam. 1.5. He is a liberal bountiful God, he is 
able to do for us far more exceedins abundant- 
ly than we can ask or think. O what mercies 
and bleſſings hath prayer . procured from God. 
Vincit invincibilem, ligat omnipotentem. Luther. 
Praying-louls are moſtly the moſt rich abounding 
fouls, they lye near the well-head, they ſee moſt 
into the inſide part of Religion; there 1s more of 
God and tne Spirit upon them uſually, than apon 
others. When Aoſes came forth of the Mount 
with God, his face did ſhine ; when we have 
been in the Mount with God by prayer , how 
often do we ſhine with {piritual glory? what ri- 
ches of grace and peace, and aſurance, and. joy, 
do we return laden with ? "_ 
3. It doth import, that it is a hard and difh- 
cult duty. Men may give us forms and words to 
uſe, but they cannot give us the ſpirit of Grate 
and ſupplications; they cannot create in us ſpi- 
xitual fighs and groans - Rome. 8. 26,27, The ſpi-_ 
| 2 rt 


( 20) 
rit helpeth our infirmities, for we know not what to 
pray for as we ought, but the ſpirit it ſelf maketh 


,” enterceſſion for us with groanings which cannor be 


wttered;, and he that ſearcheth the heart, knoweth 
what tis the mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he maketh 
znterceſſion for us according ts the will of God. We 


all agree, that without the ſpecial help of Gods | 


Spirit we can do no ſpiritual work. But what if 
I fay, that in this duty of Prayer, the Spirit of 
God doth put forth ſome ſpecial aid and aſſiſtance 
to the Saints above what he doth in other duties. 
For here it is ſaid, that the ſpirit maketh interceſ- 
ſon for us with groans unutterable, Chriſt is our 
Intercefſor to -God, and the Spirit cannot-be ſaid 
to be our Interceſſor in the ſenſe that Chriſt is ; 
but that ſame principle or habit of Prayer which 
the Spirit of God doth put into the Saints, is a 
principle of Interceſſion, and doth in a ſort na- 
| turalize the work of Prayer to the ſoul, and 
doth remove obſtructions, and doth craw forth 
deſires and breathings after God , and helps the 
foul with groansand ftghs, when it is able to do 
no more. The Spirit doth intercede in us by a 
kind of continual reſtleſs motion and importunity 
towards God. We could do nothing in Prayer 
without the {ſpecial help of Gods Spirit. There 
is more in' Prayervthan the bare work of man, 
or humane induſtry, God works in us to pray. 
He Findleth defires in us; he bringeth.matter .to 
our mines, he teacheth the foul both matter and 
method, not without the uſe of our' reaſon and 
under- 
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underſtandings, but in a way moſt congruous to * 
the new nature in a Saint; ſo that it'is fweer to 
him, and very natural to pray when the Lord is 
with him; and when the Spirit of the Lord is 
from him he can do nothing ; Prayer fticks in his 
mouth like choak-cheeſe, he hath neither matter 
nor method in Prayer ; he may ſpeak words, but 
very deadly, confuſedly and weakly, and many 
times not words themſclves. As a crane or a ſwal- 
low ſo did I chatter, Iſa. 38. 14. All this lets us 
lee, that Prayer is a moſt eminent and weighty 
duty. 

R. 6. Another reafon to prove it, ſhall be that 
of the Apoſtle, Eph. 6. 18. where reckoning up 
the ſeveral pieces of the .Armor of God, and 
counſelling Chriſtians to put on the whole Armor 
of God, he names Prayer for one z and not only 
that, but he brings Prayer in the end of all, and 
forbears to give it any armor-name or appella- 
tion as he had done the reſt; teaching us there- 
by that without Prayer all the other pieces of 


our armor will be uſeleſs, and the main uſe of 


all the other pieces is in Prayer, Praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perſeverance and ſup- 
plication fur all Saints. Without Prayer youare 
naked unarmed men, going to fight againſt many 
and mighty enemies, fierce and ifnplacable, that 
lie in wait for you and will he ſure to be too. 
hard” for you, except you have the help and 
grace of God by prayer; this is the wav by 
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Which we muft overcome the World; the Fleſh, 
and the Devil, ſpiritual enemies, principalities 
- and powers, even by prayers and tears, by ſup- 
plications and crys to God ; prevail with God, 
and you prevail with all. He hath Satan in chains, 
he hath your luſts and corruptions under com- 
mand, he hath all power and deminion ;; the 
Creature can do you no hurt without the leave 
and permiſſion of God ; nor can temptations pre- 
vail againſt us Prayer is our armor and wea- 
pons againſt all oppoſition, both defenſive and 

offenſive, | 
1, It is defenſive. By prayer we do beſt de- 
fend our ſelves againft aſſaults; when a tempta- 
tion comes in our way, when ſin appears and 
threatens us, prayer is an excellent means of de- 
fence; the child runs into the mothers arms at 
the ſight of any fright ul thing z when thon-arxt 
threatned by the world , when Satan fets upon 
thee by his wiles and temptations, when he would 
draw thee to any fin of omithon or commiſſion, 
the way to deiead thy toul, is to cry to God by 
inward. heart-crys, and by al} manner of prayer 
and ſ{upplications. Thus did Paul when he hid a 
thorn in the fleſh, a mellenger of Satan ſent to 
buffet him, he pray*d three times to God, and 
G61 gave him a gracious anſwer, My grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for thee, 2. Cor. 12. 7,8,9. For my love 
they are my azverſaries, but I give my ſelf unto 
prayer, Pal. 109. 4. Let them curle, let them lie 
in wait for me, it them feek my ruin , I will 
| give 


| ( 23 ) | 
give my ſelf unto prayer; let them be never {o 
malicious and implacably bent againſt me, evermg 
and morning,” and at noon will I pray and cry a- 
loud; this is the defence I make again{t mine 
enemies. 1f God be for us, who ſhall be againſt 
us ? If we can engage the Lord by prayer, we are 
fafe; our fouls may be- ſafe, when our bodies be 
in the enemies hands. 

2, Prayer is offenſive alſo. By this we vanquiſh 
the Devil, by this we overcome the world, by 
this our lufts are weakned, by this we become 
Conquerours, It is our Jufts which are our chiefeſt 
enemies within us, ind the Devil without Us, 
the roaring Lion, Now every right prayer 1s as 
a wound ſtuck into Satans fide, as ar arrow ihot 
into his heart. It wounds our fins, and that which 
wounds fin wounds Satan; for as it is {aid of the 
adverſaries of the Fews, Nebem. 2.10, When they 
heard of Nehemiahs comino to Feruſalem, it grie- 
ved them exceedingly that there was come a4 man. 
fo ſeck_the welfare of the children of 1jrael. So it 
Srieves Satan when he ſees any one ſeeking the | 
welfare of his foul, calling upon God, crying to 
him to hclp him againſt Satan, t9 have mercy 
and compaſhon upon his foul: Satan grieves at it, 
he frets and rages; and as we read of King 


Saul, when he law that God was with Davza, . |} 


he eyed him from that time forth, 1 Sam. 10. 9. 
So doth Satan by a praying-loul, when he lees 
him go alone and feck a corner to pray in, when 
he obleryes him to give himlelf to prayer , he 
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eyes him from that time forth; he.then rages, 
he is aware of it, he ſets upon the praying-{oul 
with floods of temptations and diſcouxagements , 
he doth haunt him, and vex him, and doth all 
he can to deaden his heart, to alter his mind, to 
make him ceaſe praying, to hearken to ſes and 
parties, anc} turn into by-paths, or to be proud 
and greatly-conceited of his prayers, and fo turn 
them into poyſon, and blow him up with hypo- 
crifie and pride, Satan, my Brethren, is the great 
enemy of Prayer, becauſe Prayer is the great e- 
nemy of Satan and his Kingdom. When we go 
without Prayer, then he hath us at a vantage; 
then we are a fair game for him, a thouſand to 
one but he catcheth us in ſome of his ſnares. 
When the hands of Moſes be up in prayer, Iſrael 
prevails ; when his hands are down, :Amalek pre- 
vails, Exod. 17. 11. This eAmalek is Satan, this 
bewitching world, boſom-luſts, and ſecref cor- 
ruptions, deadly mortal eneinies, that will never 
be conquered -hut by faith and prayer. 
R. 7. Another reaſon to prove that Prayer 1s 
a moſt weighty duty, is Gods fignal and manifeſt 
owning of Prayer, giving ſuch countenance to it, 
granting wonderful things at the requeſt of his 
Saints. The prayer of one Abraham had well 
- nigh prevail'd for the ſafery of five Cities, with 
all the Villages and Inhabitants thereof ; at firſt 
he inſiſted but upon fifty, then he came down to 
fourty-five, then to forty, then to thirty, then 
to twenty, and laſt of all to ten, all this ___ 
tne 


the Lord yielded to his prayer. So long as Abra- "" 
ham prayed, the Lord granted his requeſt. Abr,g- # 
ham ſtopt his prayer before the Lord cealed to 
grant his requelt, Had he come down lower to 
{fix or four, or fewer, we know not what the 
Lord might have done, Ger. 18. 23, &c. When 
the Lord overthrew Sodom, hes remembred Lot, 
and ſpared him for Abraha=s fake, and in remem- 
brance of his prayer, Ger. 19. 29. And at the re- 
queſt and fingle prayer of Lot, the Lord ſpared one 
of the five Cities, namely Zea. -Faith and Prayer 
have done wonders. Heb. 11, we read what famous 
things are ſaid of faity, O what rare things have . 
been done by faith ! you muſt there couple faith and 
prayer: The Seas have been dryed, the Sun hath 
ſtood ſtill, the dead have been raiſed, the clouds have 
been ſtopt, the windows of heaven have heen open- 
ed, judgments have been prevented, ſtayed, and re- 


_ moves; Mercies obtained, Kingdoms faved and 


deſtroyed, Devils have been caſt forth, moſt rare 
and wonderful things have been done, it is not 
poſſible to recite the thouſand part of the me- 
morable fruits and ſucceſſes of prayer, When all 
other helps have faiPd, when means and inſtru- 
ments, and ſecond canſes have ſtood looking ons: 
and given up the matter for gone, Faith ,and 
Prayer have prevaiPd with God, and wrought 
wonderful things. I doubt not but that all expe- 
rienced Chriſtians are able to make a book of their 
Prayers, the ſucceſs and return of them. doſes 
by prayer overthrew Amalck,; how often did he 
, prevail 
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prevail with God for the ſparing of 7/-ael, and 
he and Aaron ſtand in the gap and make up the 
breach? Let me alone, faith the Lord to Moſes, 
that 1 may deſtroy th:s people ; let me alone, as 
though Afoſes by his praver had with-held the 
Lord, and, bound'up his hands, Exod 2.'10.. By 
prayer the Church prevaiPd with God for the 
reicue and deliverance of Peter, Act, 12.9, By 
prayer Hannah obtained a child, a gracious Son 
trom the Lord, 1 Sam. 1. By prayer Elias 0- 
pened and ſhut th Clouds : He prayed earneſtly 
that itt might not rain; and it rained not on the 
earth by the ſpace of threes years and ſix months. 
And he prayed atain, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth brourht forth her fruit,Jam.5.17,18, 
eAnd he ws a man ſunt to like paiſions as we 
are. The prayers of th: meanett Saint are of great 
price with God. Eccleſia, faith Luther, totum mun- 
dum convertit ſanguize > oratione." Fifth and 
Prayer wiil do more with God than ail other 
means witnout them. If tnere were no more bur 
this, it were enough to our confirmation of the 
excellency and utility of Prayer, A child of God 
hath a high eſteem of Prayer , becauſe he hath 
found to great good by it, and God hath gran- 
ted him fuch returns of Prayer as have aſtoniſhed 
him, and rejoiced him, and done very much to 
confirm and radicate his belief of the whole Chri- 
Kan Faith, and, of many weighty points in Reli- 
gion, and to allure him of Gods tavour and love 
$0 hi ſoul, and of his intereſt in God though 
RW - We 
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we may not make the bare returns of prayer our 
only or principal work of grace, agd rule to try 
our ſtate by ; internal grace, or habitual holineſs, 
and a godly life are our chiet rule in that z but 
the ſucceſſes and returns of prayer do ſecond this, 
and do very- much confirm our hope, and render 
our cale far more probable and comfortable. 

There are fome other Reatons which I might 
have added, but time will not give way. As, 

8, The very preat and apparent difference be- 
tween right praying-fouls, and thoſe which pray 
not. , 

09. The ſenſe which all dyins people have of 
prayer; and when people be in mitery and ex- 
tremity, O how urgent are they for prayer then, - 
and night and day their hands and eyes be lift up 
to God; and while they can ſpeak, prayer is in. 
their mouths, and often times the Saints and 0- 
thers die praying. 

16. Laſtly;The praRtice and conſent of all man- 
kind, and of all S:s and Religions, and the very 
dictates of Nature; Nature it ſelf teacheth to 
pray 5 ail Religions in the world do take in Prayer 
as one prime part; and the Scripture doth often 
put it for all] Religion, as whoſoever ſhall call on 
the riame of .the Lord ſhall be ſaved; but that is, 
becauſe Prayer 1s an eminent part of Religion, 
and is contained in it as an eſſential piece. 

So much for Explication and Confirmation. 


Uſe 


; Uſe 1. 

1. Hence we may gather and be informed of 

F the fad and uncomfortable ſtatz of all unregene- 
| rate people, being void of the ſpirit of grace and 
F * fupplications; how ſhall thoſe pray and ſpeak to 
F:. God who are dead in trefpaſſes and fins? O who 
F would be without a God to call upon, and have 
Tecourſe unto? and what is God to me if I have 

no life 'or ſpirit in me wherewith to ſeek him, 

and apply my {elf to him? as what is a thirſty 

man better if he have no water at all to drink? 
_and what is he better though there be a foun- 
"tain of water by him, and he have nothing where- 
with to draw ? to is the caſe of all wicked men. 
There is a God to be fought unto, a God that 
heareth prayer, a God of mercy and falvation, 

- able to fave to the uttermoſt all thoſe that come 
unto him by Jeſus Chriſt ; but ungodly men are 
without Chiilt, and their prayer being a Ctiriſt- ' 

lefs, gracelcts prayer, is not accepted with God, 

as are the prayers of a gracious foul. I would 

-not diicourage you from prayer. There is indeed 

a _y difference between ſome unregenerate men 

and othertome ; there are reſolved and returning 

{inners. 

... 1; Reſolved finners, continuing in their wick- 
© edneſs,which are utterly far off from Chriſt,which 
have no ſenſe of God upon their fouls, nor any. 
{mitings and convictions of Conſcience, or prepa- 
rations towards a change ; the prayers of theſe 
| - People are far from being accepted with God,are 
groſs mockery. T0 2. There 
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2, Thereare returning ſinners, which are a ma- 
king and a framing towards Chriſt and a holy 
life z they have ſome illumination and convigtion  .. 
upon their Confciences of their fin and guilt, and ? 
have ſome deſires after God, and do put forth 
themſelves in endeavours; and partly lye ar the 
Pool-ſide waiting for the moving of the water, 3 
when the good hour of their. ſalvation will come, _ -] 
, and the ſpirit of the Lord will. breathe ſpiritual - ; 
; life into their ſouls. Thele are not quite new- 
born, there is a ſtriving to come forth of the 
womb, but yet they ſtick inthe birth, and there 
is danger and great fear what the iſſue may prove. 


Now the prayers of theſe people, though they. . -: 
are much more accepted with God than the pray- 

4 ers of the former {ſort, yet are they not accepted 

" + with God ſo as are the prayers of converted and 


truly ſincere Saints. And we do not, we would 
not diſcourage any ſuch beginners from prayer z + -1 
| but we give them to underſtand this , that tall - -* 
| they be in Chriſt, and are ſincerely reſolved up- 

on the way of holinels, their prayers though 
| they be not vain and uleleſs, yet are they not to 
| be accounted fincere and godly prayers; there  - 
wailts a grain or two more to make them cur= 
rant weight. As ſuppole a man be bound'in a 
Bond to pay twenty pounds, and he offers all the 
whole ſum ſave twelve-pence, let all the reſt of 
the money be never fo good and currant, the want” * 7 
of this one twelve-pence is a forfeiture of the wholez 
lo let peoples prayers be what they will, if they 
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come not from a regenerate heart, from a ſan&ti- 
fied- root anc principle in a new-born foul, they 
are not currant prayers with God. If we ſtick 
and reſt in them, we are never like to ſee the 
Kingdom of God. And therefore I ſay, the cafe 
of all the unſanified is very ſad. O what godly 
mian is there in-all the world that would be with- 
. out 2 God and Saviour to pray unto, and to hear 
his poor prayers and requeſts at all times? O 
miſery, to have our prayers thrown in our faces 
as Oung, and the cry of our fins to out-cry the 
cry of our prayers = 

2. This lets us fee what cauſe we have to la- 
ment that there are ſo many prayerleſs perſons 
and Families up and down; fo little prayer. O 
how much is praycr wanting among us all! O 
how little of prayer is there in our Congregati- 
ons ! Indeed there is praying in many Congrega- 
tions, but it is rather a mocking of God, moſt 
vile hypocrifte ; fo often as the publick Prayers 
are read and repeated by the Miniſter and people, 
fo often the name of God is taken in vain excee- 
dingly by many hypocritical Miniſters and people, 
which feem moſt devout at their prayers, and 
there is little piety, fobriety, and charity to be 
ſeen in their lives. Gods houfe is called a houſe 
of prayer, but it is turned by many into a houſe 
of hypocrifie and cuſtomary repeatins of words ; 
and bodily ſervice and lip-labour is the main and 
- ſubſtance of all they do to God in prayer, and 
fo if. is in many Cloſets and Families, r_—_ 
there 
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(31) . 
there are which live in the total groſs negle& 
and omiſſion of prayer ; profane perſons -and fa- 
milies which do not call upon God. This is matter. 
of lamentation, to go through Towns and Pariſhes 
and find ſo many prayerlels families and perſons; 
husbands and wives prayerleſs, children and fſer- 
vants, all dead and dumb ſouls, groſs negleGers; 
of prayer. Let thele people conſider, ky 

I. This doth argue that theſe perſons are A» , 3 
thieſts in their hearts, and do not believe that | 
there is any God at all; or that the trne God is 
but ſome Idol, which is all qi as to deny him. 
They make gold their god , "and relie upon an 
arm of fleſh, and declare by their prayerlels life: 
that they have no true belief of God, nor put: 
any holy truſt and confidence in him ; for thar is 
our God which we ſeek unto, and make our re- 
fuge in all conditions. Wicked men either do 
not feek unto God at all, or elſe if they do, it 
is but in complement, not in fincerity, and with 
the full defire of their hearts, they will not part: 
with their Idols ; if they ſeek unto God,they will 
yet retain their ſins, they are pra&tically Atheiſts: 
Fob 21. 14, 15, They jay unto God, depart from 
215, for we deſire not the knowledg of thy laws, 
What ts the eAlmighty that we ſhould ſerve him ? 


aud what profit :5 there if we call upon bu: q 


name * © 
2, This proves that men are exceedinglygallen. 
from God. O what wickednels and degeneracy is 
man fallen into, when he will not call upon God: 
| nor 
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nor worſhip his maker , nor honour him by in- 
vocation and prayer? And therefore the Scrip- 
ture joyns them with Heathens, Fer. 10.ult. Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and 
the families which have not called upon thy name. 


thens;. for the worſhippers of falſe gods do 1a- 
crifice and pray to them, We read in Scripture 
of the worſhippers of Baal how they cut and lan- 
.ced themſelves, and cried from morning to noon, 


f prayer. Papiſts abpd with ſuperſtitious prayers, 
{i but multitudes among us ſeldom or never call 
{ upon God. This doth argue the great corrupti- 
on of our natures. O how exceedingly is man de- 
generate and fallen from God, when he accounts 
it his ſhame and his burden to call upon God, an1} 
had rather be finning than praying. KP 

3. This doth argue that touls are ignorant of 
their ſin and Ganger, and the miſery they are in. 
O how could they lye down to. ſleep with- 
out prayer, if they did but know what they have 
within them, and what danger they are in. When 


the Mariners at their wits end for fear of their 
Lives and the Ship, they all fell a praying each 
one to his god, and awaken Fonah, eAwake O 
ſleeper ,, what meaneſi thou to fleep? call upon thy 
God, gat we periſh not, Jon. 1. 6. O dead fouls, 
which do not call upon God; they are faſt aſleep 
in the chains of Satan, they are not ſenſible what 

- a cale 


Nay in this they are worſe a great deal than hea- | 


'O© Baal hear us. The Turks are much in blind 


Fonah lay aſleep in the bottom of the Ship, and 
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a caſe they are in, All their fins ye upon them 
unpardoned, and their ' hearts within are: full of 
' noiſom luſts, worſe a thouſandfold than if ſo many 
Toads and Serpents were within them, and round a- 
| bout themzand they are each moment liable to eter. 
mal damnation 3 and yet they are ſecure, and have 
never a ſerious word that they can utter to God by 
way of prayer. O lifeleſs fouls ! doth not this ar- 
8 gue you to be ſecure and impenitent ? O how could. 
you live without prayer, if you had but an inward 
feeling what an evil fin is, how precious the ſoul is, 
how holy,dreadful, and almighty God is,how great 
a matter the power of godlineſs1s, and what a con- 
dition every impenitent graceleſsſoul is in ? O how 
would you'cry with all your might, Lord, ſave me, 
or I periſh? How would your heart compel you to 
. £0 to God by prayer, and pour forth your com- 
plaiats to him ? you would be conſtant and fervent 
in Prayer. 

4. This alſo doth argue prayerleſs people to 
be very proud. He is a proud Beggar that will, 
not ask an Alms. He is a proud Sinnex that will 
not be beholding to God for his Mercy, that will 
not go down upon his knees, and pray to God for 
the Salvation of his Soul ; that thinks Heaven is 
not worth praying for; and forgiveneſs of fin, and 
ſpiritual everlaſting mercies, not worth praying 
for. O wretched pride in Mans heart, that will - 
not be beholding to God for. his chiefeft merctes 
and bleflings! that thinks it too much to beg them, _ 
he would have them without asking.Ah ! he thinks 

D asking 
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acking with the lips, and unasking with the heart 


will tuffice. If people were but humble, how 
frequent and fervent would they be in prayer. If 
they were but {ſenſible what- odious Creatures 
they -are in the ſight of God, and what puniſh- 


ments they deſerve for all their ſins, they would 


think themſelves unworthy of the ſmalleſt mercy. 
They would beg from God their daily bread, and 
beg from him every thing they want, and moſt of 
all ſpiritual good things for their fouls; but they 
are damnably proud, Pſal.10.4, The wicked through 
the pride of his heart will not ſeek after God. It is 
the pride of their hearts that makes them averſe to 
praver. and to be lo inlove with formal, hypocri- 
tical; lifelets prayer. They have unhumbled and un- 
broken hearts their conſciences are not {mitten 
for ſin, they fee not what wickedneſs is in them,and 
v hat loads of iniquity be upon them,and what need 
they have of Chriſt,and his redeeming and cleanſing 
þlood;they are proud in ſpirit,and are loth to ſtoop 
to the Commands of God; & they reproach & vili- 
fie praving Saints and people,& ſpeak evilly of them. 

5. This argues them to be far from falvation,and 
from the mercy of God, and the bleſſings of his 
Covenant, Rom. 10.4 3, Whoſoever ſhall call on the 


#4ame of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. And 2 Chron. 15. 


2, The Lord is with you while you be with him, and 


if you ſeek him, he will ve found of you, but if you 
for ſake him, be will forſake you. And v.4, When they 
za thir trouble aid turn unto the Lord God of Iſrael, 


and ſought him, he was found of them. la. 5.6,7,! 


Seek 
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* Seek, ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye Upon | 


him while he is near 1, let the wicked forſaks hu way, 


_ andthe wnrighteous man his thoughts, let him turnto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our 


God, for he will abundantly pardow. Here calling up- 


on God, repentance, and turning to God, go all toge- 
- ther 5 and the mercy, and pardon, and falvation of 


God, go along with them. And .Peter laith to $Sz- 


' mon Magus, Repent of this thy wickedneſs, and pray 


God, uf perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for- 
given thee, Acts 8. 22. Thole therefore that do not, 
pray and call upon God, the mercy and ſalvation of 
God's far from them. I may ſay of theſe people, 
that the curſe of the Lord 1s upon them, and the 
curſe of the Lord is in their dwellings. O they are 


| much to be pitied which live without prayer, that 


have a God to call upon, and they live without God 
in the world ; that have a foul in continual danger 
of periſhing; and will not open their mouths to God 
by prayer to ſave them'; that are in the jaws of the 
Devil, and will not pray to God to fave and deliver 


, them 3; that have a thouſand thouſand damning ſins 


upon their fouls, and a thouſand worldly lufts dwel- 
ling in them asill as ſo many Devils, and they lye 
down with theſe, and riſe up with theſe; and go'in 
and out with theſe, and never call upsn God. Jeſus 
Chriſt hath dyed for them , and hath*prayed for 
them with ſtrong crying and tears; and theſe wret- 
ched creatures will not pray for themſelves. Mini- 
ſters pray for them, and faſt, and weep, and mourn 


for them, and they will not open their mouths to 


'D2 God 


» my 
, WARP ho RESI EI cn eee, eadtcoaces £5 2 W4s bi 
PR __ A 0 ; 5 " 4 _ al Wo — 


(36) 
God for their own ſouls. Heaven and Earth call 
upon them to cry to their God, to ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found, and they will not 
be gotten to this work of prayer. O what do 
theſe Creatures mean ? do they believe that ever 


they muſt die ? will they not pray then, and cry "| 


to God then? do they believe they muſt ever 
come before the judgment-ſeat of God, and will 
they be as dumb then as they are now, when - 
they ſhall cry to the rocks and mountains to 
hide them from the wrath of God, and from the 
indignation of the Lamb? O if praying would 
profit wicked people then, would there not be 
cryins forth to God and Jeſus Chriſt by all the 
condenined wicked world, O merciful Judg have 
mercy upon us, O ſpare us, and do not pals ſen- 
cence upon us; we be all wretched forlorn crea- 
tures, O let us live a while longer in the world, 
try vs a little more time, and we will pray and 
fear God, and lead new lives, and do all that the | 
Lord commands us. But all in vain then, too late, 
to0 late to pray then. ; 
6. Laſtly, this doth argue that people are lit- } 
tle acquainted with the nature of Religion; that 
man- muſt needs be a groſs ignorant ſoul in the 
knowledg and Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, that doth 
not call upon God, and hold communion with 
him by prayer. For if prayer be fo excellent, ſuch 
a prime- effential part of Religion, praQiled by | 
Chriſt and all his Saints, and a principal part of 
a Chriſtians.work in this world is to pray; = 
bs Chri 
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Chriſt preſcribing us a rule and platform of pray- 
er, yea and to be uſed by all godly minds as a , 
prayer it ſelf according as Gods good fpirit ſhall 
dire, and the circumſtances of duty ſhall make 
it expedient; then let perſons pretend what they 


' will to knowledg and learning, and gifts, if they 


be not praying people, and have not the very 
{pirit of grace and fupplications, all their learning 
is but ignorance, and all their gifts and attain- 
ments are but like a jewel in a {wines ſnout. It is 
not praying with or without a Book, which is 
that which the Scripture calls the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplications, Praying by a form and without 
a form have their particular conveniencies and in- 
conveniencies; and a gracious man may pray with 
the ſpirit either way, and a gracelels man prays 
without the ſpirit either way. But ſuch is the 
excellency and neceſſity of prayer, that grace 
cannot live in the ſoul without it 5 it is as the 

breath of grace and the new creature 5 that know- ; 
leds which is not joined and accompanied with 
godly prayer, is lifeleſs knowledg ; and I may fay | 
of it as Chriſt ſaith of the light, the Ioht within 
thee zs darkneſs; 1o thy knowledg which is pray- 
erleſs, is ignorance, and thy Faith 1s dead Faith, 
and thy Religion is atheiſm and impiety,. and 
thou art no true ſervant of God; thou art yet a 
ſtranger to the life. of Chrit , and knowelt nos 
God nor- thy ſelf, and thine own heart. True 
Prayer doth exerciſe all grace, it exercifeth Faith 
and Repentance, it exerciteth Hope and Charity, 
Dz; it 44 
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It exerciſeth hunger and defires' after heavenly 
- things, it exercifeth godly ſorrow, and joy, and 
zeal ; it exercifeth thankfulneſs, and praiſe, and 
ſelf-denial and reſolution, and there can be no 
ſaving Religion without it, We are all needy 
and moſt feeble Creatures, and ſtand in need of 
continual mercies from the Lord, and God will 
have us to be ſenſible of our own wants, and to 
come to God by prayer foy the ſupply of them, 
as children to a father, that he may have glory and 
praiſe from us by ſuch acknowledgments and de- 
pendance, and ſupplications, and that we may have 
communion with him, and partake of his image 
and glory upon our ſouls. L 


Uſe 2. 


For Exhortation to Sinners out of Chriſt, and 
yet in your fins; you are moſt to be pitied, and 
compaſſion binds us to ſtudy and labour moſt for 
you ;. how ſhall we do to make you praying peo- [| 
ple? we would be glad to fee you among the | 
Saints upon your knees, or hear of you in your | 
Cloſets and Families buſily calling upon God. O | 
a bleſſed thing to come into a Family where they |} 
be. all worſhippers of the Lord by holy prayer. 
Husband in one room by himſelf, and the Wife 
'3n another by her {ſelf calling upon God, Chil- 
dren .and ſervants by themlelves weeping and 
praying in:a corner, and wreſtling with God for | 
everlaſting mercies , and all devoutly joining to- 1 
| - vether | 
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If you ask what courſe muſt we take to come to 
this, there is but one way , and that is by Re- 
generation and Converſion. This is the firſt foun- 
dation of a godly life; till you be this, your 
prayers have more fin in them .than righteoul- 
neſs, more hypocriſie than fincerity ; an! God 
doth more hate them, than he loves them. This 
is all the Dire&ion, I {hall give for the preſent. 
I ſhall here take in the nex: Doctrine , and the 
handling and obſervation of that will be for Di- 
re&ion to you how to obtain Regeneration, aad 
that is by fervent praying. | | | 

Dot. 2. It is not enough for Chriſtian people to 
pray, but they muſt pray and cry aloud, that ts, 
they niuſt pray fervently, ardently, and with all 
the might \ and intention of the foul. This crying 


aloud is not ſo much with the voice outwardly, 


as with the ſoul inwardly. Fervency in Praycr 
{prings from faith and a renewed heart, and im- 
t lanted grace in the foul. It imports, 

1. A thirſtins defire after the favour of God, 
and grace, and pardon, and i{piritual everlaſting 
mercies; very vehement and ſtrong defires, as the 


Hart panteth aſter the water-brooks, or like the - 


deſires of a fick man after health, or of woman 
in travel longing to be delivered. 
2, Fervency and crying to God by Prayer doth 
contain a preat ſenſe and feeling of our fp ritual 
wants, and of our helpleis and loſt ſtate without 
the grace of Chriſt, and the Communion of the 
D 4 Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, and thereupon a crying forth to 
God like a. drowning man ready to ſink, Lord 
ſave me or I periſh; or like a priſoner condem- 
ned to die, begs for his life, O I am an undone 
man, pardon me, and ſpare me this time, and I 
will do ſo no more. It is hunger and extream 
| need which doth cauſe us to cry to God. As 
when the beggar is hungry and cold, pinched for 
want of proviſion , he cannot contain, but. he 
breaks forth into importunity, and crys, Good 
people. for' Gods ſake relieve me. 

3. This crying to God in Prayer, doth con- 
tain a pourins forth of the ſoul before God; 
P/al. 102. title, eL Prayer of the afflicted when 
he 1s overwhelmed, aud poureth out his complaint 
before the Lord. So it is {aid of gracious Hannah, 
1 Sam. 1.15, 16, I am a woman of a ſorrowful ſpi- 
rit, and from the abundance of my complaint and 
grief have poured out my ſoul to God, As if aman 
ſhould turn a veſſel uptide down, he leaves no- 
thing within, but all goes out; ſo to cry aloud, 
to be vehement in Prayer, is to gather in all the 
thoughts and aſfeQtions of the foul, and pour out 
our whole-complaint to him , and leave all our 
matters with the Lord, | 

4. To cry aloud, is to ſtretch and ſtrain th 
whole man in Prayer to Cod, uſing and temper- 
ing the voice fo as may quicken us in the duty, 
and be no diſtraction to us, but a ſurtherance z 
and where it is free for us to uſe our voice. 

5- A wicked unregenerate man may cry m_ 
| Wit 
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with his voice, and make a ſeeming noiſe and fer- 
vour, and yet it maybe but a carnal fervour,com- 
ing from; the fleſh, and from a pang of fear and 
terrour, or from no other well-head than na- 
ture and common grace, without an inward change 
upon the ſoul ;, and a gracious man may make lit- 
tle noiſe, or ſeeming fervour, but filently wor- 
ſhip God, and ſpeak to God ſo as none may hear 
but himſelf, and yet be moſt fervent in prayer, 
as that gracious woman Hannah, her lips moved, 
but her voice was not heard when ſhe prayed, 
and yet ſhe poured out her {oul before God, and 
was moſt devout and fervent in prayer, That is 
not always a fervent prayer which is ſet off with 
a loud voice, but that which cometh from an 
enlightned underſtanding, from a pure heart, fill- 


_ ed with the love of God, and boiling with hea- 
 venly zeal, engaging the whole man im the duty. 


We muſt not judg of a Prayer by the meer out- 
ſide of it, though it is true, we may have a great 
gueſs by the out-ſide what kind of prayer it is 3 
there is uſually a manifeſt difference between the 
ſeeming . voice and fervour of an hypocrite, and 
the ſober judicious and heavenly fervour of a gra- 
cious {oul ; but yet the root and ground of the 
difference is within. _ 

6. Laſtly, the fervour of a gracious ſoul in 
prayer is accompanied with all other gracious 
qualities, and is never alone, but as it cometh. 
from a renewed heart, ſo it produceth obedience 
and a godly life, and therefore we find them 
coU- 


(42) © 
coupled together, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord, Rom. 12. 11, but carnal hypocritical fer- 
vour can procuce no more but a carnal hypocri- 
tical worldly life ; it doth not mortifie ſin : for all 
his balling and noiſe, and ſeeming fervour in pray- 
er he is worldly and fleſhly at the heart, he is 
not cut off from his ſin, nor doth he lead a godly 
life. 

Q. What Reaſons are there for fervency in pray- 
er ? I ſhall name theſe few. 

R. 1. God is a ſpirit, and unleſs we worſhip 
him in fpirit, he. will not be pleaſed, Foh. 4. 24. 
he requires that we ſerve him with. all the heart, 
and ſoul, and ſtrength, that we pray to him with 
the whole man ; bodily ſervice may-be accepted 
of men ; it we obey mens laws outwardly , they 
| have no more to do, they are no judgs of our 

hearts, nor can they punith heart-vices;, but God 
is a ſpirit, and he requires the ſpirit in every per- 
formance, and nothing but life and {pirit, and 
zeal, and fervency in al} our duties, an fervices, 
will pleaſe him ; 2al.1. uit. Curſed be the deceiver 
which hath a male in his floch,, and voweth and ſa- 
crificeth unto God a corrupt thing. | 

 R. 2. Asit will not pleaſe God, fo neither will 
1t, profit us. Coldnefs in prayer will not kill our 
4ufts, it will not caft out Satan, it will not warm 
our hearts, it will but ſtarve our own Souls and 
thoſe that joyn with us; when you pray coldly 
and deadly without life and ſpirit, you find and 
feel little profit by it, and others that joyn with 
: þ 
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you fall aſleep. Satan will not be overcome with 


cold praying, Heaven will not be won with faint 
askingz when Aoſes hands were heavy in prayer, 
and hung down, eLmalek prevaild. When we 
let down the feryour and intention of our Souls 
in prayer , the Devil prevails, our luſts are too 
hard for us. If we prevail againſt them, it muſt 
be by fervent praying, wreſtling with God as did 
Facob, and taking the Kinsdom of heaven by vio- 
lence. 

R. 3. The want of fervency in prayer, argues 
wavering, hypocriſte, and double-mindednels : and 
you know what the Scripture ſaith, Fam. 1. 6, 
7,8. He that asketh, muſt ask in faith, nothing 
wavering, he that wavereth is like a wave of the 
Sea toſſed to and fro. Let not that man think that 
be ſhall receive any thing from the Lord : He calls 
him a double minded man, unſtable in all his wayes. 
Coldneſs and deadneis in prayer argues a diſtra&ted 
divided mind ; the heart is divided from the Lord, 
there is fomethins which carries away the heart 


from God. The heart is weak in prayer, it is not 


fervent, it is not fpiritual, it doth not labour in 
prayer, becauſe it 1s carried away by contrary luſts. 
Theſe do make us cold and wavering, we are in- 
different whether God hear us or no, we are loath 
that God ſhould take us at our word, and afraid + 
left he ſlay our fins, and - grant us our petitions. 
As Auguſtine mentions of himſelf before his con- 
verſion, He prayed to God to give him chaſtity and 
contineacy, but not yet. S9 many a man prays 


againſt 
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againſt his ſins, but he unprays it with his heart 
\ the praysfor.grace, but he would not have it yet. 
This is hypocrifie, and hypocritical praying; there 
wanteth ſincerity and fervency in the prayer, it 
comes from a double heart, a heart divided be- 
tween Heaven and the World, Chriſt and Belzal, 
{o far the Lord reje&s and abhors it. - 

R. 4. Fervency is requir*d in prayer, to teach 
us the worth of the mercies we beg from God: 
if they could be had for nothing, we ſhould de- 
{piſe them, things that are eaſily obtain'd, we ſet 
light by them, lightly come, lightly go; that 
which is hardly obtain'd, we ſhall be apt to prize 
and be choice of, A godly mind is very chary, 
and tender.of his graces and comforts, and peace 
and communion with God, becaule they have coft 


F him dear,many a tough prayer, many a painful 


duty, many a ſigh, and many a fervent and ſtrong 
crying to God. If grace and falvation might be 
had for meer asking, and begging, people would 
deſpiſe it, it would be as common as dirt in the 
high-way.. But the Lord will have us to know, 
that it is not all begging and praying that will 
ſuffice, but begging and praying to. purpoſe, like 
a man that is begsing for his lif:, earneſt and ve- 
hement, with all his might. | | 
 R.5- Laſtly, we mult needs be conformed to 
Jeſus Chriſt our head, and to all his Saints. Now 
aur bleſſed Lord he prayed fervently, he pray- 
ed 1o as never mandid ; he was in an agony : he 
Prayed fo that an Angel from heaven was ſent to 
ſtrengthen 
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| ftrengthen him. He prayed with ſtr on g crying 


and tears, and. ſweat thick drops of blood for us; 
and ſhall not we pray fervently for our ſelves? 
Facob wept and prayed, and wreſtled with the 
Lord, Paul was fo earneſt in prayer, that he fell 
into a trance; wherever there is true gracein the 
ſoul (except it be in a diſeaſe or weakneſs.) it 
makes a Saint to pray with might and fervour. You 
ſee good reaſon for the point. | 


VS E; :* 

The Uſe hereof may be for reproof of us all : 
we all come under reproof for our coldneſs and 
deadneſs in prayer; there is more praying than 
there is fervent and powerful praying ; there is 
much deteſtable hypocriſie and coldneſs commit- 
ted by us in our ſolemn prayers to God, both in 
ſecret, in private, and in publique. Thoſe which 
uſe forms, and thoſe which ute none, both are 
reprovable for lukewarmneſs and neutrality in 


prayer. 


Conſider, i. That this coldnelſs. in prayer is a 
great fin, and if you be conſciencious people, you 
muſt needs be pricked at the heart for it. I fay, it 
is-not only a fin, but it is a great ſin to ſpeak 
unto the Holy God about ſo great a matter as 
everlaſting lite,in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
deadly and heartleſly, as if we matter'd not whe- .” 
ther God heard us or no. What is this but to _ 
mock the Almighty God, and to ſport with con- _ 
ſuming fire, and dally- and play with everlaſting 

| Tor- 


. / Aras 2 ans hh "Ee . 
ne #6 HHP Salons fd. 
- rn oy bs 


« v4 4+ TRE "4 
© EG 2 : 
ENCES ys 
AT 32 4 

La 6 % *, 


*  Torments, and+be in jeft, and complement about 
Heaven and H-zll, and make a light matter of fin_ 
| and eternity? What is this but a profaning of 
|  *Gods name, and a-goins to Hell upon our knees, 
'  andaprovoking of God to deny us thoſe mercies 
| - which we 1o faintly beg? If we have a mind of 
| the 'mercies we beg, why are we not in good 
earneſt? Why do we pray like canting beggars, 
like dreamers and ſleepers? If we have no mind 
at all of the mercies, why do we take upon us to 
pray at all? How can we once open our mouths 
to God,gand not be in earneſt? how can we go 


Mm into the preſence of one ſo dreadful, and ſo holy, 
| and heart ſearching, and all-ſeeing about the ſal- 


- vation or damnation of our own ſouls and others, 
-  everlaſtingly, and not be in earneſt? is not this 
a great fin ? | | 
2, Let me further argue with you concerning 
this matter : Either you are gracious Chriſtians, or 
> you are not, either you are pardoned all your 
& fins; and be the children of God, and heirs of 
F glory, and-be-in a condition to die, or elſe you 
be. children of death and hell, and flaves of Sa- 
tan, and lie under the wrath of God, and all 
your fins lye upon you unpardoned. 
- - I-- Suppole the firſt, luppote the beſt, that you 
| he the true children of God, and your fins par- 
FF. doned, and your fouls reconciled to God, is it 
F-. for you to pray coldly, and deadly, and luke- 
| Þwarmly? what then ſhall wicked men do? if you 
that have life pray like dead men, what ſhall 
; taole 
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thoſe do that are ſtark dead, and .have no. ſpiri- 


tual life of grace in- them at all? if you that have 


the'ſpirit of grace and ſupplicatiotis, and are af- * 


fiſted by- the powerful influence of divine and ſpe- 
cial grace do but complement with God,and pray 
as if you were aſleep : What do you think ſhall 


become of thoſe which have not that ſpirit which 
you have, nor your helps and aſliſtances? What 


hath God converted you for, and pardoned your 
fins for, and planted his graces in you for, and 
made you living ſouls for ? that you might ſerve 
him coldly, and pray to him hypocritically, and 
complement with confuming fire ? a great part of 


a Chriſtians work in this world is praying z and #” 
if you loiter inſtead of working, and turn fo ex-+ 


cellent and neceſſary a duty into hypocriſie and 
imagery, and death and coldneſs; how doth this 


anſwer to your holy profefſion, and coming into 


the Lords Vineyard to do him faithful ſervice, 
and not to loiter, and be idle, and play the tru- 
ant ? O loitering ſouls, unprofitable and unfruit- 
ful ſervants, all of us to our heavenly Maſter ! let 
us be aſhamed of our doings, and mend our pray- 
ers, leſt God ſpue them out of his mouth. 

2. But then ſuppoſe the other, thar you are im- 
penitent, that -you are heirs of hell and damna- 
tion, and ſlaves of Satan, and lie under the guilt 


of, all your ſins, and are every moment at- the. * 
point of periſhing ; O how can you be cold in,” * 


prayer, who ſhould rather be off your wits, and' 
cry out as Aordecai in the midſt of the fſtreer, 


; with ® 


£4 y 
* = 
& 
Ly - 


| (43) 
| with an exceeding loud and bitter cry, Eſth. 4. 1. 
” And as poor Carnal Eſau cryed to his Father with 
\-- an exceeding great and bitter cry, Bleſs me, even 
 mealſo, O my father, Gen. 27. 34. Suppole you 
were to be taken to a Gallows juſt now, and be 
hang'd, and news ſhould be brought you that the 
King will come to ſee you hang'd, and there is 
hope he may pardon you if you be inſtant with 
him, and beg hard for your life, would you not 
pray and cry for your life ? Suppoſe all you have, 
lay at ſtake, and begging would ſave your life, 
and the lives of allyou have, and the lives of all 
*% the people in the Land, would you not beg, and 
each one pray to ſave your ſelf, and Wives, and 
F©hildren, and Neighbours, and King and King- 
dom from periſhing? O that God would but 
open the eyes of loſt fouls, and make them ſenfi- 
ble what a caſe they are in. O how would you 
pour forth your ſouls ro God, Give me grace or 
I dye, give me everlaſting life or I dye; Heaven, 
F heaven, Lord, for my immortal ſoul; an everlaſt- 
” ing portion for my Soul. ' O forgive me all my 
,-* crying damning fins. O have mercy upon me, have 
mercy upen me for thy  Chrifts ſake, I would 
give ten thouſand Worlds for the favour of God, 
and the forgiveneſs of ſins, and Gods Image upon 
thy foul, and his everlaſting mercies. O what need 
have you to cry to God, who may be in Hell be- 
fore morning, who have Salvation offer'd to you, 
and preſs'd upon you, and are in danger to loſe 
It for ever, for want of alittle more fervour and 
importunity in prayer. 3. Con- 
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3. Conſider that, I beſeech you what a ſad thing 
{at 1s to' loſe everlaſting Salvation for want of a 
little more pains and ſtriving with. God by pray- 
er, If thou periſh, it: will be -either becauſe thou 
haſt not prayed at all, or becauſe thou haſt not 
prayed hard enough; becaufe thou -haſt been cold 
and unconſtant- in prayer. - If thou prevail with 
God, it muſt be by humble ſupplication, 'by peni- 
tent confeſſon of thy ſins, /and inſtant crys to him - 
for mercy; a little ſlackneſs, and - deadnefs, and 
coldneſs in prayer may: loſe thee. thy, ſoul for 
ever; everlaſting life lyes upon thy praying; mark 
it {inner, I entreat thee: As and it ſhall be giver 
you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be 
opened to you;, but then' you muſt ask, and' you 
muſt ſeek, and you muſt knock prevailingly, pow- 
erfully, fervently and boldly, as men that: will 
have no nay : Grace, Lord, 1 muſt have, orI am 
undone ; I can be without other things, but eter- 
nal life and everlaſting mercy I can in no wile be 
without. - Such boldneſs in prayer God will not 
reprove. you for > he knows your condition. bet- 
ter than you do; he knows yeu cannot be too 
inſtant with him; he knows if you could weep 
an ocean of tears, and faſt and pray night and. 
day, and pour out your fouls to God with the 
greateſt might, everlaſting life deſerves ir-all ;/ he 
knows alt is little enough to the Salvation,of one 
: Precious. foul. O finners, how {ad is this that you 
ſhould: be 1o fair for heaven and eternal lie, -and 
may have it for begging and craving, and will 
| . - noT 
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not bes and crave hard enough! O what chea- 


+ © per terms can you deſire? God offers you his Son, 
" and with him eternal life, even all ſaving mercies; 


you.may have them if you will. If you want 
Srace and ability, come to him and beg, and con- 
tinue begging; pray hard enough, put fervency 
and importynity into your prayers, and Chrift 
hath told you in the Parable of the unjuſt Judg, 
and the importunate Widow, what reſpe& God 
beareth; to-importunity in Prayer, Z#k.18.1,&c. 

4. Laſtly, conſider if the damned in hell would 
not think themſelves happy it they were but in 
your condition, how doth Dives pray to Abra- 
ham, Father eAbraham ſend one from the dead to 
preach to my brethren, have mercy on me, and 
fend Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
nt water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented 
zn this flame, Luk. 16. 24, O how would theſe 
curſed Caitiffs pray to God for mercy and falva- 
tion if they were but in your condition, if they 
were but hearing this Sermon, and after it were 
over. Alas they may pray to all eternity, and ne- 


... ver the nearer; too late, too late; the five foo- 
= liſh Virgins call and cry, Lord, Lord, open unto 


as, but all in vain; Chriſt anſwers, Ger you gone, 
away with you, ye are workers of iniquity, I never 
knew you, 

Do&t. 3. It 75 not enough to pray, and be fer- 
vent in prayer, but we muſf be frequent and con- 
ſtant in prayer, -and do our beſt 'to obſerye the mee- 
reſt ſeaſons of prayer , and ſtated times of prayer, 
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in imitation of holy David,and elſewhere, and other 
ſervants of God in Scripture, as Daniel , evening 
and morning, and at noon with I pray, ana cry 
aloud. _ | 

This muſt be underſtood with lome caution, 

I. I do not ſay. that it is abſolutely a dury up- 
on all perſons to tye themſelves to tet-hours of 
Prayer; and to obſerve juſt theſe times of Mor- 
ning, Evening and Noon; thoſe that have not 
weightier duties to call them off, they ſhould do 


It, | 
2. But every man is to deny himſelf, and take 


up his Croſs, and be wife and vigilant for his 
ſoul, and accuſtom himſelf to holy Prayer, and 


make conſcience all that in him lyes, never to 0- 
mit one Prayer, | 

3- And moreover it is the wiſdom and duty 
of every Chriſtian to obſerve the meeteſt and fit-' 
teſt ſeaſons of Prayer; and if weightier matters 
will. give leave, to obferve ſome tated times of . - 
Prayer, when and ſo often as godly witdom ſhall 
dire&; without running into ſuperſtition on the 
one hand, or looſeneſs and careleſneſs on the 0- 
ther hand. Theſe are the two rocks to be avoi-. 


I, Superſtition on the one hand, that is a ma- 
king to our ſelves rules and duties where God 
hath made none, nor would have us to make any 
to the hinderance of our ſouls, and our own grea- 
ter inconvenience. 
2, Careteſnels is the otter rock; and the more . 
"2 dan- 
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dangerous, giving liberty to the fleſh, and per- 
mitting it to be without yoke, and therefore it 
is good and fafe to bind our ſelves to rules as 
much as conſcience and neceſſity will give leave, 
ſtill leaving 1t free for matters of greater weight 
and neceſſity to over-rule thoſe which are leſs 
weizhty, remembring that God will have mercy 
and not facrifice, and that it is the pleaſing of 
Gocl, and the obeying of his Commands, which 

is a Chriſtians work and buſineſs in this world. 

There are many Reaſons for our conſtancy and 

frequency in Prayer, py 
As, 1. 'This will be a probable argument of your 
ſincerity,70b 27.10,Wall the hypocrite always call upon 
God? Intimating that he will not. Conftancy in 
Prayer is a likely probable ſign of a ſincere heart. 
1-do not ſay it is an infallible ſign of ſincerity , 
but 1t is a probable likely ſign. I think there are 
but few hypocrites which keep up a conftant 
courſe of Prayer, and yet I cannot ſay but there 


Ry may be ſome and many. 


2, Frequency and conſtancy in Prayer is the 
way to make you more skiliul and experienced in 


you 
- Prayer, and more accuſtomed to it, and preven- 


tins ſtrangenets, Seldom doings a thing, diſwonts 
us,*and makes us ftrange to it, and abates our. 
love to it, and doth much hinder our thriving 


and profit.” 


3. You are conitant in. finning, you daily re- 
ew your fins; there is not the moſt ſincere man 
at thr: 15 in him fleſh: as well as ſpirit, and the 

H fleſh 
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fleſh doth not ceaſe to act more or leſs continu- 
ally; and why therefore ſhould you not renew 
. your confeſſion, and prayers, and crys to God for _ 

pardoning and cleanſing grace ? ; 

4. Youare conſtant in want and neceſlity ; take 
you any hour of the day, and you want fſome- 
| thing, more of God and heaven you want. If 
you be wicked and impenitent, then in effe& you 
want all things; and though you be pardoned - 
and fincere, yet have you many, and real, and 
great wants; we are all of us but poor in {Þtrt- 
tuals, and God knows what we may need before 
we come to die; and if our wants be {ſo many, 
and great, and conſtant, is there not great reaſon 
that we ſhould be conſtant in prayer for the ſup- 
ply of them ? 

5. Which of you is there that would willingly 
lole the benefit of one good market,or one good 
bargain, or one day-.in your hay and corn, and 
harveſt ? and why ſhould you loſe the benefit of 
one prayer and communion with God ? this is as 
true and real gain to the ſoul, 'as is the other”: 
to the body, and far more. | 

6. You are conſtant in feeding and dreſſing,and 
affording ſleep to the body, and providing for 
this, and why ſhould you not - do the like for 
your foul? Can your {oul live without food any 
more than your body ?. ruſt your body be ex- 
atly ordered and dieted, and have its full of 
- meat, and drink, and ſleep and two or three fet- 
meals each day, and is not your ſoul worthy of 
D's: all 
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all exa& care and regular ſpiritual diet, and what- 
ſoever may make for its health? and that dorh 
conſtancy in Prayer. | 

7. Did ever the right obſervance and perfor- 
mance of Prayer Joſe you any: thing ? did it ever 
hinder any bufineſs, or lofe you any real profit ? 
{zy when, and where, an] how. Seck ye firſt the 
kinodom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
nd all ather things ſhall be added to you. Prayer 
rizhtly done, furthers all other buſineis. It is far 
from driving all a-rooks, as they fay, for it knits 
our ſpirits to God, it keeps the ſoul in order, it 
warms us within, it maintains ſoundneſs and 
healtitr in the inner man; he manages all his mat- 
ters well that looks to his toul, and {uffers no de- 
fect to grow there; let matters go how they will 
without, if the ſoul pine and famiſh, and grow 
lank and lean, and the fleſh and the world en- 
croach ant gain upon us, this is very bad hus- 
bandry, all goes to track, all ſuch gain 1s lols; 


| better all periſh, than your toul die and periſh. 


3, God is covſtant in his mercies; he loads 
you daily with his benefits, and ſhould not you 
be conſtant in the return of thanks and praiſe to 
him? and tnerefore are to be conſtant in prayer 
to him, What day comes over our heads in which 
the Lord doth not renew his mercies to us? Lam. 
2.23, They are new every morning. 

0. Are you not in daily conſtant danger of one 
or other fnare and temptation ? Satan is never 
idle, he is never far from you, he is alway bufie, 

| plotting 
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plotting ſome miſchief or other, and ſhould not 
we countefmine and counterplot him by prayer ? 


Every day hath its evils and croſſes; how often 


is the heart our of order? how often are we rea- 
dy to halt in Gods ſervice, and make ſtops and 
delays? what need have we to beinſtant and con- 
ſtant in prayer ? | 
10. As 1 ſaid before, either you be children - 
of God or not: If you be, how can you be a 
whole days time out of your heavenly fathers pre- 
{ſence ? a true chiſd of God will love to be in 
his fathers preſence. If you be not, but be heirs 
of hell for the preſent, how can you pals a day 
over your heads without ftrong cryings to God ? 
methinks you ſhould lay by all your other buft- 


 neſſes, and riſe out of your beds, and forbear 


your meat and ſleep, and be beſides your felves 
for very fear. It is a wonder that ſecure ſinners 
can be ſo ſecure, and that the conſideration of 
their condition doth not overwhelm them, and 
quite break their brain ; but alas for you, 1/4.62, 
6, 7. you are not to hold your peace day nor 
night; you are to give the: Lord no reſt, eve- 
ning, morning, and at noon, yea ſeven times , 
yea twenty times a day if poflible, you 
ſhould be crying forth your ſoul to God, and 
relolve with David, Pſal. 132. 3, 4, 5, I will not 
0 to my bed, I will not give ſleep to mine eyes, 
nor ſlumber to mine eye-lids until I have recon- 
ciled my felf to God, and have attained to a fure | 
foundation of quiet and ſafety for my foul. 

E 4 Under 


+ + So 
Under the Law the Lord commanded the 
morning and evening daily Burnt-offering ; and 
the command of the Golpel is, Pray without cea- 
ſing: pray always with all prayer and ſupplic ation 
in the ſpirit, and watching thereunto. with perſeve- 
rance, Had we but: a love to it, we ſhould be 
conſtant in it. And what excuſes can we make, 
which other ſervants of God might not make as 
well as we? others as poor and poorer, and more 
ftraitned in the world than we, have found them 
time for Prayer, and all necary Chriſtian exer- 
ciſes for their fouls, and have governed them- 
ſelves and families in the fear of God; doth not 
Conſcience ſay it is good and profitable to be 
inſtant and conſtant in prayer ? and will it re- 
joice us upon a fick-bed to have gone againſt our 
Conſciences? 

In ſhort, as you do by God,hg will do by you. 
If you ſerve him by fits and ſtarts, and pray when 
you. liſt, he will ſerve you fo too; be conſtant 
with God, and he will be conſtant with you; but 
if you forſake him, he will forſake you, 2 {hron. 
"15-2, and if God forfake us, wo be to us. What 
a caſe was poor Saul in when the Lord was de- 
 Parted from him, and anſwered him no more ? 
you will *not now call upon God, and time may 
come when you ſhall call upon God, and he will 
-not hear you, Prov. 1. 24, 28. when if you had 
all the world it can do you no good ; and you 
ſhall cry, Lord, Lord, haye pity upon a poor: 
ſicner 3 and God fhall abhor both you and your 
1 | prayers. 
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prayers. O how fad is that when a poor ſinner 
is in. greateſt need, and is' going out of this 
world, to have his very prayers caſt in his face 
as dung. Conſider, if there be not good reafon 
why we ſhould all be conſtant in Prayer, and 
keep up a trade and courſe of Prayer. Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation. 


Application, 
1. The uſe of this may be for reproof of Chri- 


ſtians inconſtancy in prayer, and frequent omit- 
ting this duty. And, O how common a fin is this ! 
Two ſort# come under reproof, 1, Wicked men, 
2, Gods dear Children. 1. Wicked people 
which either pray not at all, «or but now and 
then. How often in a week do they wholly 0- 
mit this duty? yea,how ſeldom do they do it at all? 
One would think they ſhould be the more often 
in prayer, becauſe when they do it, they do it 
but by halfs. But alas, there is in them a world- 
ly and impenitent Spirit , which kills their des 
fires after heavenly things; and were it not to 
ſtill their Conſciences, they would not pray that 
little which they do, except it be ſome ſuperſti- 
tious Papiſts, and hypocritical votaries, which 
place all their Religion in forms and ceremonies, 
and humane Traditions, and are preciſe obſervers 
of their prayer-hours, hoping to merit heaven by 
their hypocritical prayers, and+ to make amends 


to God for all their other ſins, by their lifeleſs de- 
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yotions. But ſuch ſacrifices are abomination with 
God, and God hath told them, 1/2. 1. 15, 16. 
Though they make many prayers, he will not hear 
them, their hands are fu'l of blood; and wicked- 
neſs 15 in them unput away. 

2. Gods dear- Children come under reproof, 
many.of which are much faulty in this matter of 
prayer, for not keeping to a conſtancy in prayer, 
and for frequent omiſſions and negle&s in this 
duty. 
1, We might have more time for prayer and 
communion with God, if we but would : We are 
apt to fay we have not time, when the fault is in 
our ſelves, we make us more buſineſs than God 
hath made us, we do not redeem our time, we 
do not rightly ſpend and improve our time, we 
do not give to every thing its due place and time z 
and becauſe we have not time for our ſouls and 
the world too, therefore we make ſure to ſcant 
our ſouls, and give the world its full meafure, and 
more. Were we but wile Merchants for our ſouls, 
and truly provident of our time, and walked cir- 
cumip«atly, how many more hours might we 
have for prayer ! what precious time might we 
have in a morning, and at a night, and many times 
in the day, for communion with God! And O 
what riches might we procure to our ſouls by 
this trade of fervent and conſtant prayer. A 
quarter of an hours time in prayer well ſpent , 
t O how precious is it ! and how many precious 
F quarters do we flcep and flug away, and talk, _ 
= ; caat 
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chat away,. and eat, and drink away, and give a-- 
way to the world, and needleſs buſineſs, and vi- 
fits, and recreations, and idInefs, and doing meer 
nothing, and twenty particulars which thieve a- 
way our precious time, each week, yea each day ! 
O what profit would it be to our fouls, were all 
theſe waſte hours ſpent in prayer ! how ſweet would 
it be to us to refle& upon, eſpecially when we 
come to dye! 

2. Another fault is, that we can ſo cally omit 
prayer, and hearken to Satans temptations, when 
we have'no mind to the duty : what frivolous ex- 
cuſes can we invent? what poor buſineſſes will 
ſerve us to | cep away from prayer? any trifling 
worldly matter, any little lazineſs and deadnels, 
any company to fit and talk with. God waits 
for us to have us upon our knees; the ſpirit knocks 
at the door of our hearts, conicience whiſpers in 
us, 2nd we have time and leafure to pray if we will. 
No ſuch hinderance is in the way, but what we 
may overcome if we will, and yet we do often - 
wholly omit the duty, we will not ſo much as 
ſtrive with our hearts, and force, and drag them 
what we can. But lazy and idle ſouls feign Ly- 
ons in the way, and imagine to our ſeives great 
Cifficulties in the work ; and becaule the fleſh hath 
no mind to go, we take counſel of the fleſh, and 
grieve the. good fpirtit of God, and weaken our 
fouls, and loſe as much ſtrength, and grace, and 
peace. O how many loud calls have we to pray- 
er, but all will not ſerve to conquer a lazy and 


lik- 
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lifleſs mind ? -the mind being unwilling, breaks. 
Gods commanc:,: filenceth conſcience, choaks the 
motions of the ſpirit; prayer is omitted, and we 
learn a doGrine from the fleſh, which is rather 
to-omit a duty wholly, than to do it weakly and 
imperfetly. O which of us would fo eaſily for- 
bear our meals, our gains, or markets ! 
3. Weſeldom recount our lofles this way, and 
throughly conſider the damage, and lay it to 
heart, and recompence to our ſouls the omiſſh- 
ons of prayer. Our loſs of a quarter of an hours 
time in prayer is great loſs, it is the loſs of a meal 
or market for our ſouls, every grace of God with- 
in us is a loſer. We diminiſh from that little 
ſtock we have, and provoke God to take our 
one Talent from us, and give it to him that hath 
ten, ſeeing us' to be no more thankful for it, no 
\ better husbands of it. If we cannot alwayes 
keep to our time in prayer, if through neceſſity 
or weakneſs we -be hinderel, we ſhould make a- 
mends to our ſouls by doubling our diligence and 
| fervour another time, and redeeming time, to be 
{o much the longer at another ſeaſon, when it 
1s better with us. But alas, we do not-reckon 
with our ſouls for thele lofſes, we are much be- 
- hind-hand with our ſouls, many a prayer we owe: * 
our ſelves, many an hour in prayer we have hin- 
dered our ſouls of, and committed robbery againſt 
our ſelves. We might better have Wed our 
- bodies meat, and drink, and fl:ep, than our fouls 
communion with God by prayer. By this a 
wy, fouls 
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ſouls live: where is the Chriſtian that doth duly 
reckon with his foul for his defaults his way : 
When ſhall we make our fouls amends. for all the 
lots we have ſuſtain'd this way, when God and 
Conſcience have called to this duty, and nothing 
hath. kept us away, but a lazy carnal felf-will 
min] ? —_ | 
4. We love not to be conſtant in this duty, 
we do not love to be tied to rules, to be under 
yoak and goverhment ; we would be looſe, and 
at liberty, accounting it bondage to be under the 
Lords yoak, and liberty to be free to ſerve 
Satan, and pleaſe the fleſh: we do naturally hate 
holineſs and ſpiritual ftritnels, and like not that 
preciſenets and vigour in the Service of God which 
would ſhew ſin no favour at all, and which ſeek- 
eth the utter ruine of it. O what diſlike is in 
our hearts ſecretly againſt the conſtant and un- 
-interrupted unwearied doing of this duty ? if we 
be conſtant in it, we are apt to be formal and 
cuſtomary in it; and if we be inconſ{tant in 
it, we are apt to loſe ground, to wound 
conſcience by freſh ſins, and to come to, 
God with wounds and bruiſes in our ſouls, and 
great backwardnelſs and ſtrangeneſs to God and 
, the duty. O what dragging and haling muſt there 
*£0 to get us to-prayer! when do we need {ſuch 
haling and pulling te our common meals, and to 


matters 'of gain and carnal pleaſure? If we had- ©: 


but more love to the duty, we were more Ppar- 
donable, the Lord would pity and favour us : love 
cover- 
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_ covereth a multitude of faults ; but our hearts 


within do” much riſe againſt cloſe and ſpiritual 
conſtancy in this duty ; the fleſh is ever and a= 
non calling us off, and murmuring in our boſoms 
as though it were hell it ſelf, and ſlavery to be 
under tuch law to God, and under ſuch tyes and 
rules of duty; . that's all the quarrel we have a- 
gainſt Gods Laws, becauſe they limit us as we 


think within too narrow bounds, and call us off 


from carnal to ſpirirual freedom, Gods ſervice he- 
ing the moſt perfe& freedom. 

5. Laftly, we are very apt to queſtion whether 
it be our duty to be conſtant in prayer:like a floath- 
ful ſervant that being commanded upon an errand or 
buſineſs, inſtead of obeying, he falls to arguing and 
diſputing whether he be bound to do it or no; and 
when onceCoxſcience hath ſlackned the reins of Gods 
command, and can perfwade it {elf that it is not a 


_ duty to be conſtant in prayer, we be under con- 


tinual remptation to omit it. Where, fay they, 
hath God commanded us to pray 1o often, and 
ſo long, and to obſerve times and ſeafons of pray- 
er? This argues little ſign of grace: could we but 
get theſe {ouls to have as great an hunger to 
prayer, as to their ordinary food, they would 
need no other an{wer than what their own ap- 
petite would make. Muſt an hungry man need 
a Scripture to tell him how often he muſt eat ? 
.No- more doth a hungry ſoul need a Scripture to 
tell him how often he muſt pray. The hungry 
man can digeſt two or three Meals a day 3 a _ 
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ly diſeaſed man cannot digeſt one good meal in & * 
week ; a healthful man doth not need to be told 
how often to eat, as often as his health requires, 
and his conſtitution and buſineſs needs. So a right 
healthful ſoul is neither ſuperſtitious nor looſe, 
but obſerving the mean between both extreamsy 
doth ſo keep to hours and times of prayer, as (by 
his good will ) never to omit any, without neceſ- 
ſity and charity call him to ſome greater work, 
or ſuch as cannot tarry: And he doth not fo 
keep to them, but that at all times when God 
and Conſcience ſhall call him away to more in- 
ſtant duty, he leaves the lefſer duty for.the grea- 
ter, being grieved he cannot have time for both 3 
bur fince he cannot, doth endeavour to be chear- 
ful in doing that which God calls him to. | 
This inconſtancy in Prayer is a great evil ; that 
you may be warned againſt it, I ſhall fer it be- 
tore you in theſe two diſcoveries: 1. In its Cau- 
les. 2, In its Effeas. | 
1. In its Cauſes; it comes from a bitter root; 
it argues the fountain to be bad when the ftreams 
are poyſonous and unwholſome ; it argues the 
heart to be fo far evil, it ſprings from a root of 
bitterneſs within, there is {ome luſt within, thefe 
is ſome enmity againſt God, there is want of love | 
to God in whole or in part. If our hearts were 
lo right with God as they ſhould be, there would 
not be this coldneſs and inconſtancy in prayer: 
Job 27. 10, Will the hypocrite pray always ? incon- | 
ſtancy in a gocd thing doth argue unſoundnefs 
| and 


( 54 4). 
and hypocriſie ; there is ſome deceit in the heart, 
thexe.is cither ſome reigning fin, or ſome ſtrong 
luſt; Inconſtant lovers we uſe to ſay are not true 
lovers; true love is conſtant and laſting ; he that 


loves to day, and to. morrow hates, did not love 


truly z there cannot be a diſorder in the life, but 
it proceeds from ſome inward. cauſe : Never fay 
thy heart is good when thy life is bad 3 for that 
is- but —_— to thy ſin, and making the matter 
worſe by a finful excuſe. Examine thy ſelf, look 
within, what is the cauſe thou art inconſtant in 
prayer, that thou doſt not pray each morning, 
that thou doſt not pray each evening, and at all 
times when Conſcience ſhall call thee to it : 
Look within, and thou will find the cauſe to be 
there? 1. There is lomething wanting in the heart 
which ſhould be there. 

2. There is ſomething in the heart which ſhould 
nt be there, 

There is ſomething wanting in | the heart 
which ſhould be there; there wanteth heavenly 
knowledg that ſhould be there to make thee 
know the worth of Prayer, the worth of Grace, 
thine own great wants, and the precioutneſs of 
thy ſoul, and thy time., and the great things 
pertaining to Eternity z there wanteth love to 
.God,there wanteth a ſtronger root of faith, there 
wanteth cleanneſs of heart, ſpiritual hunger and 
thirſt after God and his righteouinels. 

\ _ 2, There is ſomething in the ſoul which ſhould 
- ot-be there; thou omitteſt to pray, thou _ 
W1ith- 


S.; = I 
without prayer, thou goeſt to bed without pray- 
er, thou entereſt upon buſineſs without prayer 3 
why is this? there is pride in thee, there is worl&$ 
linefs in thee, there is luſt and uncleanneſs in thee, < 
there is malice, every paſhon or diſcontent in 
thee. Something is the matter, there cannot be 
ſmoak, but there is ſome fire, there is a want of 
God in the ſoul. Conſcience within doth not 
do its office duly, conſcience is aſleep, or but 
half waken; find out the cauſe. In general, thy 
heart within 1s baſe and hypocritical, do not ſay 
thy heart is good this while; no, it is naught, it 
is baſe, ſo far though thy heart be never ſo good 
in other reſpe&s, it is baſe and wretched in this. 
| And therefore {pare it not, but tear thy heart 
| in pieces with godly ſorrow, and learn to find out 

more. of the evil of thy heart by this, and to know 
that thou art either wholly, or in great meaſure, | 
_ a hypocrite, which is the worſt of finners. What 7 
ever the world may think of thee,” God whole | 
judgment is true, ſees and knows thy heart, there 
is rottennefs in it, there is filth and canker in it, 
there is ſomething to be purged out by repen- 
tance, by weeping, and mourning, and tears; be 
humbled for it ; and if thou canſt not get rid of 
it as thou wouldeſt, groan under it as a heavy 
burden, and cry out, O wret hed man, who ſhall 

deliver me from this'body of death ! 

2. Judg of the evil of this diſeaſe of inconſtan- . 

Cy_ in prayer, by the effets.. And of this I may 
Hay, as the Scripture of Gad, Behold a tro0p com- 
| F# _eth, 
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th. This hath a great many miſchiefs attending 


jt; but I ſhall put both together, coldneſs and 
inconftancy in prayer, and theſe evils go along 
with it. | | ; 

1. Leanneſs in our ſouls: withering, conſumptive, 
dying ſouls, as though we had the green-ſicknels, 
or were like Pharaohs lean kine, ill-favoured, 
lean-fleſh'd; we are fed in fat paſtures, but we 
have lean ſouls. We abound with mercies, but 
there is leanneſs in our ſouls; there is little of 
God, and Chriſt, and Heaven in our fouls. In- 
conſtancy and coldneſs in prayer is a bare 
to our ſouls, it doth famiſh and conſume us, and 
keep us bare as a rake, We look like death, 
we have no fleſh on our backs: Mark all that 
be inconſtant and lukewarm in prayer, if they be 
not lean within, O what fatning means have we, 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
to feed on:-what is there wanting on Gods part 
to make our ſouls fat and flouriſhing; and be- 
hold we are lean, exceeding lean, like blaſted 
corn. There's husk, but no corn; and whence 
is this. but from our coldneſs and inconſtancy in 
| prayer? We are not frequent .and fervent in 
prayer. This is the caufe of our leanneſs, mend 
your prayers, ſet to prayer with all your might, 


be inſtant and conſtant in prayer, and fee if it 


will not be better with your fouls, and that in 
a ſhort rime, God would have us to have fat 
. abounding ſouls, he would have us to flouriſh in 
the courts of holineſs ; every one to be like calves 
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of! the ſtall; rich. in. all grace, ſpiritual comforts 
and experiences,. that we. might be an honour to 
Religion, a help to others, and a continual ſpring 


Jy 
- of joy-.and comfort to our ſelves. And alas ! we 
ve, | are lean within, barren and unfruitful in all god- 
(5, | lineſs; a great ſin and ſhame to be lean in far pa- 
d, | ftures. This is one main caule, coldnels and in- 


% 


we | conſtancy in prayer. 
ut 2, Frequent falls into* fin, often wounding con- 
of | icience by anew fins, looking one way, going in 
In-| crooked paths, ſplitting upon rocks, and daſh- 
ne ng our feet againſt the ſtones for want of wildom,. 
nd | and warineſs, and ſteddy walking before, God; 
h,| O how many are our haltings and failings in a day, | 
in a week! T know the beſt. man hath his weak- 1.4 
be | neſſes, but there's a difference; the lives of many 
e, | comparatively are very free from all ſin outward- 
xl | 1y, and all diſcernable weakneſſes ; they may be di- 
rtf} 1cerned by their even and regular converſations; 
e-f| that they are men which walk with God, and 
df have a great awe of God upon their ſouls; and 
ce} this isa fign they are much in prayer, and keep 
inf} vp conſtancy and: fervour in this duty. Others 
are ſpotted Chriſtians, there are blots and ble- 
4] Miſhes in their lives, they pray and fin, and fin 
t,fh| and pray; they go from their knees to their ſins, 
it} and renew their relapſes and provocations; they 
inf do not ply the throne of grace, they do notlay 
tf} fiege to heaven, they are cowards in prayer, they 
nf are-overcome of themſelves in prayer, they faint 
in asking, and loſe the bleſſing for want of fervour 
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and ſincerity in prayer. Mark when 'you are 
careleſs and negligent in.prayer, if you do not 
fall and renew your fins, if you do not omit ſome 


guty or other,. if you do not. commit ſome fin or. 


other: By prayer we fetch ſtrength from God 
againſt fin, and become armed with holy fear 


and watchfulneſs, and retain more of God upon 


our {ouls, and Care not brea's looſe from the Lord. 
- It you would be kept from inning, and walk even- 
ly with the Lord, and preſerve your. Conſciences 
pure, be inſtant and conſtant in prayer, try this 
courſe, and mark the iſſne. * ; 

3. Another ſad effe&t, is deadneſs and luke- 
warmnels in all the worſhip and ordinances of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. And, O whata fin and plague is that 
to. fit under Sermons like a block! to hear a 
preacher ſpeaking of everlaſting things, as if death 
were in fight, and fleepunder him ! to read the 
Scriptures, to fing Plalms, and joyn in payer, and 
be at the Sacrament, as if we had no lifeor ſpirit 
in us! Some mens prayers and preachings may 
be compared to the Stars in a cold froſty night, 
bright, but cold, there's no heat, no life in them, 
Irs a ſign they are little in this ſoul-warming du- 
ty of prayer ; it 3s praying fouls which ſweat them: 


ſelves in prayer, and pour forth their very hearts, 


and ſtrainithe whole -man in prayer, and are con- 


ſtant in this duty, which go away with the ſap 


and marrow of ordinances, when others that fit! 
by them are 'drowſite and ſleepy, and favour no: 
thing oi the Prayer or Sermon; but are ready to 
® ©. 
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re || pick faults, and to; judg- the Preacher and the 
ot | Sermon, when they ſhould judg themſelves, How 
ne || {ad is it to come to Ordinances, to come to Sa- 
or | craments, to be among the Saints, to pray: and 
d | praiſe God, and feel-no iweetneſs, feed only upon 
ar | the husk and ſhell,-' and feel nothing of virtue 
n | and kernel. This is for want of conſtancy and 
d. | fervency. in prayer: Ordinances are never.more | 
n- | {weet to you, than when you take molt pains in 
es | prayer, to fit your hearts to them. How {weet 
iis | then is the word, and Pſalms, and the Sacraments, 

and communion With the Saints? With what joy * 
e- | and delight do we -go to the houle of God, and 
- the name of the Lord Jefus delights our ſouls, and 2 
at = day in his courts is better” to us than a thou- E 
aff ſand elſewhere? We are -raviſhed with delight, & 
hf we could ſet all day under the word, and not 
\eff be weary; but when we let down this work of 
df prayer, our hearts: within are like a ſtone. The 
irfl ſweeteſt truths loſe all their ſweetneſs, and the 
y molt piercing and ſoul-awakening truths and ſer- 

mons, are to us but like the {parks of the {miths 
1.0 Anvil, to the dog that lyes aſleep; for all their ; 
1-M Knocking, and for all the ſparks flye about his ears, I 
N- * can ſleep and be ſecure, fearing and teeling no_ ] 
arm, 

4. Another ſad effe&t, is diforders at home, 
Family-ſtrites, and Family-difordersz as prayer 
goes down, fin goes up, the good order and go- : 
vernment of the Family is weakned, Prayer.  - % 
ms good order where -it comes, -and is duly 
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coldly and ſeldom, there creeps in breaches and 
diſorders, frequent brawls and ' contentions, Fa- 


mily-ftriſes, the, Lords day is profaned, -the fouls 
of Children and Servants are negle&ed-z" Gods 


name is not ſanRified in the Family, his worſhip 


is let down, or deadly performed, every. thing-is 


out of place. Families ſhould be little Churches, 


each one doing his own work, and keeping in his / 


place, and aiming at'the good of the' whole, 
walking in the fear of God, and-in the' comfort 
of the Holy Ghoſt, edifying one another to the 
great joy of the governors,' the rejoycing of pa- 
ſtors, and the grear increaſe,of piety.- But O how 
rare are ſuch Families to be found! Coldnels 


and inconſtancy in prayer is one main ' hindering. 


cauſe. Cornelixs 1s laid to be a devout man, fear- 
ing God with all his houſe, and gave much alms to 
the people, and prayed alway; Adts 10. 2. He was 
conſtant in prayer, and that-was one thing which 
macle him to have fuch a Family, fearing God 
_ with all his houſe. Lively and conſtant prayer is 
the great reformer of Families, and a main part of 
their go2d order and government. Where this 
is wanting, there is good government. wanting z 
if Gods ſervice go down, there's no good order. 
Let God be ſerved, and the ſoul ſecured, that*s 

the beſt order ; if theſe be flighted, there's no 
© good order, but all is confuſion, the cart before 
the horſes. Let it bring m what gain it will for 


Prov. 3. 33. 


the world, it brings along with it the curſe of WY; | 
5- Od | 


praRiſed; and where it is neglected, - and: done 
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| him to ſet upon us. 


5. Coldneſsand inconſtancy in prayer, ſtrength- 
ens temptations, and puts life and courage into - 
our enemies. Satan ſeeing us remiſs in prayer, 
hath thereby a watch-word, or warning given 
) ſet Without prayer, as hath / 
been {aid , we are like Souldiers going to fight 
without armour and weapons. What can we do 
againſt our ſpiritual enemies, except the Lord be 
with-us ? and how can we expe the help of God, 
when we' groſly fail to ask it? when Moſes, as 
hath been ſaid, lets down his hand in prayer, 
Amalek, prevails; and when he lifts up his hands 
in prayer, [ſrael prevails. If prayer go down, 
the Devil prevails, he becomes ſtrong, and gets the 
upper ground, and bears us down. Keep up a 
courſe of prayer, ply the throne of grace by cryes 
and tears to heaven, and ſee it thou do not prevail 


_ againſt Satan, and conquer all his temptations. - 


- 


How ftrong is a Chriſtian to reſiſt all his tempta- 
tions when he comes from prayer, full of the Ma- 
jeſty and Preſence of God upon his foul ? what 
a {enle of God and eternity, and ſpiritual mat- 
ters, hath he upon his ſoul? how light doth he ſet 
by the world? how tender is kis conſcience ? 
how ſtrons- are his. reſolutions, what tivelineſs 
hath he in his ſoul, what courage and boldneſs 
to. go through all encounters, and run the Chri- 
ſtian race with patience, looking unto Jeſus the 
author and finiſher of his Faith? If you would 
be valiant Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, and fight a- 
S2inſt the Devil, ſo as to overcome him and all the 
F 4 enemies 


FT 


enemies of your ſoul, be Facob's in*prayer, even- 
ing and morning, and at -noon,, ( at all meet 
times ) pray and cry aloud to God ;; look up to 
heaven, be much upon your knees, engage the 
Lord of hoſts ro be for you, Pray alwayes, faith 
our Saviour, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
eſcape all theſe things, Luk. 21. 36. Watch and 
| pray, that ye enter not into temptation, Mar. 14. 38, 
Prayerleſs fouls are Satans fpoil. He does almoſt. 
what he' will 'with them, he winnows them like 
Wheat, Simon, Simon, Satan hath deſired to have 
"you, that he may fift you as wheat, but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail net, Luk. 
22. 31, 32. | 

6. Col:Inels and inconſtancy in prayer ſharpens 
the crols, and makes tribulations ſinking and in- 
tolerable*:; ' Frayer breeds patience, and patience 
| lives and grows by prayer. Inpatient perſons 
are wanting to themfclves in prayer, they do not 
keep up this Trade of prayer, Thence it is that 
we are like raw fleſh, unfodden Chriſtians, milk- 
ſops, that are able to endure nothing. We can 
ſcarce abide a reproach, a ſlander, or nick-name ; 
we cannor abide to be crofſed, burdens and af- 
flittions gall us, outward wants {quecze us, the 
frowns of the world, the threatnings of men, 
doleful tidings, the fear of famine and war, and 
peſtilence, and evils to befall the body : thefe go 
to our hearts, and make us at our wits-end ; 
would we hut be tervent and frequent in prayer, 
what mortified Chriſtians ſhould we be, hardy 
: Soldi- 
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Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhould be weather- 


beaten, ſtrong to endure any thing the Lord 


| ſhould lay upon us, and be more than+ Conque- 


rours; impenitent Chriſtians are like unſalted raw 
fleſh that will ſoon rot, that is not tit to be eaten 
while raw. Patience is propugnaculum anime, it. 


arms and fits a man for all weathers, for all times + 


come what will come, patience arms a man againſt 
all adverſities ; how can you be patient without 
this grace of prayer? what can make us patient, 
but the (good will and pleaſure of God, the joys 
of heaven, a good Conſcience, and heart afſurance 
that all ſhall work- together for our good ? | It is 


by prayer that we come to be fſtrengthned in” 


our touls; Pal. 138. 3, In the day when I called 
upon thee,thou anſweredjt me, and ſtrengthenedſÞ me 
with ſtrength in my ſoul. Faceb havins wreſtled with 
God by prayer, was ſtrong in {pirit, and he went to 
meet his brother Eſau with undaunted courage ; [ 
have ſeen God face to face, and my life is preſerved. 

7. Coldnets and inconſtancy in prayer is a very 
il Purveyor for an evil day. Brethren, there will 
a day of trial come, there may come days of 
darkneſs, days of affliction and tribulation ; it will 
behove Chriſtians to be ſtored with treaſure and 
riches in their ſouls, that they may live and not 


die; who knows what times may come, ſhaking | 


times that ſhall try us all? doth it not bekove 
us like Foſeph inj the {even years of plenty, to make 
us barns and.ſpiritual ſtore-houſes, and lay up-pro- 


vifion againſt the ſeven years of famine, all will” 


. be 
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e m em 
be gone, all will be ſpent in theſe years, all will 


be little enough to encounter with death, and. 


ſhoot the gulf into eternity 5 and how ſhall we 


lay up ſtore againſt an evil day, but by prayers 


and tears, by earneſt crys to heaven, laying up 
prayers with God for our ſelves, and for our lit- 


tle ones, and for our houſhold, againſt a time of | 


need, Hebr, 4. 16, Engage the Lord to be for 
you then. It is the negle&ers of prayer, and ſuch 
as be cold and careleſs in prayer, that will ſhort- 
ly feel a want, and will be pinched in their ſouls, 
when they ſhall have no ſtock to live upon, no 
holy experiences, no holy affurances, no heart- 
treaſure congeſted and heaped together by prayer; 
praying fouls are liketieſt to be remembred by 


God in the hour of death, in the day of calami- - 


ty. Chriſtians be wile, a {pending-time will come; 
winter is at hand, days of darkneſs, when all a- 
| bout you may be fighing, and heavineſs, things 
_ nay go hardly with you; who then would be 

' Without cordials and ſupports,and reviving conſo- 
lations? ſuch things may ,be had and laia vp in 
ſtore againſt the worſt of times; ask and ye thall 
have; you may come to want Ordinances, Mint- 
ers, Friends, Counſels, Inſtru&tions for your 
Sou!s; evils may be upon you thick and three- 
fold, ſo that you cannot eſcape them, but muſt 
either abide them, or fink and periſh under them. 
O now go into your Cloſets, pour forth tears and 
prayers to God, be conſtant and fervent in pray- 
er, and this will prepare and fore-arm you __ 
the 
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the worſt of times. Prayer will lift you up above 
the world, and worldly fears, it will fet you up. 
on high with God, and lead you to the rock that 
is higher than all,ſo that when evil tydings come, 
you ſhall not be afraid, your hearts ſhall be fixed 
truſting in God, and the God of heaven will be a 
ſanQuary, and a hiding place to you, and all 
things ſhall work together for good to you. | 

8. Coldneſs and inconſtancy in prayer deprives 
us of that rich and rare jewel of aſſurance, 10 
that we go mourning all the day long, and walk 
uncomfortably, and are a ſcandal to the ungodly 
to keep them from the ways of God, becauſe by 
our uncomfortable life we tempt. them to think 
that there is no pleaſure and joy in a holy life ; 
O how can you live day by day, and from week 
to week doubting and uncertain what ſhall become 
of your ſouls for eyer. A good man coming from. 
a Sermon, where the Miniſter had much preſſed 
upon Chriſtians to labour after Aſſurance, he 
goes ſtraight from the Sermon into his Cloſet, 
and bolts the door upon him.and falls to Prayer, 
refolving he would not give over till the Lord 
had given him this bleſſing of Aflurance, and the 
Lord gave him his requeſt, I mention this with 
caution, that we are not to be peremptory in 
tyins God to our demands or defires about Afﬀu- 
rance. This is worth your pains and looking af- 
ter > Afiurance would fill you with continual 
comfort : The way to have it, is to be inſtant and 
conſtant in prayer; this is not all that is to be. 
done, 
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done, but this is one principal means, *and where 
this is wanting, all the reſt will be in vain. Cry 
aloud to God, open your mouths, and be mighty 
fervent with God, and {ct time apart for prayer, 
and keep to it, and in time the Lord will anſwer 
your prayers, and grant-you the defires of your 
ſoul in this matter ; if ever we attain to Aſſu- 
Trance, it muft be by clote and fervent praying 
Ask and ye ſhall have, jeck and ye ſhall find, knock 
and it ſhall be opened to you whatſoever we ask 
of God in faith according to his will, we may be 
- ſure he will not deny us. O what pity that 
Saints ſhould live without aſſurance, and lie them 
down and riſe up, 'and wals from day to day, 
not knowing if they die what ſhall become of 
ſoul and body everlaſtingly ! ply this buſineſs of 
prayer better. 

vo. Another miſchief coming by negle& and 
coldnets in prayer, is the grieving and provoking 
of Gods ſpirit: we provoke him to go away from 
our ſouls, and to be difpleaſed with us ; where he 
is not much made of, he will not tarry ; by the 
careleſs omiſſion of prayer, we drive him away 3 
| the ſpirit of God is a ſpirit of ſupplications, he 
 commandeth and moveth to prayer, he delighteth 
in prayer, and encourageth to it; he is grieved 
when we omit this holy duty, and are cold and 
incouſtant in it. And © what a fad evil is it when 
' the Spirit of God goes from us! what can we do 
without him? how blind and weak and feeble 
" are we? heis the life of our ſouls, he is oy 
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ſouls what our ſouls are to our bodies, Praying 
ſouls are likelieſt to have moſt of the preſence of 
Gods Spifft in their ſouls; and they who have 
moſt of Gods Spirit, are the choiceſt Chriſtians, 
the moſt beloved of God, the moſt comely and 
excellent in their lives. Do not yout own expe- 


riences teſtifie this, how ſadly God is provoked, 
and his Spirit grieved when we leave off to pray , - 


the Lord leaves us and we can do nothing with- 
out him; and if he come not to us again, how 
ſad is our caſe. O therefore as you would de- 
fire to have the ſpirit- of Chriſt always to dwell 
in you, always to abide in you, always to ſtreng- 
then and rejoice, and guide and comfort you, 
keep up a courſe of prayer, and maintain commu- 
nion with God by prayer, and be not called off 
by needleſs buſineſs from prayer 5 pray weakly 
'rather than not at all. It is better for the moſt 


part to do a duty as well as we can, than quite 


omit it. By this latter we do grieve and greatly 
provoke the Spirit of God; by the other we do 
ſtir up his bowels to pity and help us: when he 
ſees us labouring our hearts in prayer, and ſtri- 
ving againſt our ſins, and doing our beſt, and 
mourning for our weakneſs, this doth pleaſe him 


well, and this doth greatly move him to help and 4 


relieve us; and often he comes in at the end* of 
ſuch prayers, or in ſome part, and doth eaſe us 
of our burden, and gives us to experience that it 
is not in vain to ſeek the Lord. 

10. Laſtly, to add but this one, by this cold- 
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neſs and inconftancy in prayer we utifit our ſelves 
to all the ſervice of God both in gyr general 
and particular callings, and deprive our ſelves of . 
the bleſſing of God upon all we take 'in hand, 
and provoks- the Lord to blaſt our endeavours, 
to ſend upon us ſcourges, and croſſes, and affli- 


tions, to teach us better how to pray ; 1z their 


- 


affliction they will ſeek, me early, ſaith the Lord, 
Hoſ.s. ult. Alas, if we fail in this duty of prayer, 
we fail in all ;, this is of ſuck univerſal influence 
to the right ordering of our hearts and lives, 
that we may as ſoon hope that our fields ſhall 
bring forth corn without plowing and ſowing, as 
that our ſouls ſhould proſper without praying 3 
we greatly hinder our ſelves, we rob others whom 
we ſhould help, we are unfruitful and unprofitable 
in our places, we thrive not by 'the means of 
Srace, we loſe the benefit of all Ordinances, we 
are a prey to Satan, a diſhonour to God and his 
ways,. we are unheavenly in our callings, unholy 
in our converſations, diforderly in our families, 
unprovided for an evil day, unable to bear crof- 
ſes; without wiſdom, without fervour and life in 
our fouls; how many are the evils and mifchiets 
of letting down this work of prayer? O how a- 
fraid ſhould you be of loſing one ſeaſon of pray- 
er. > what do you loſe at that one bout? Is not 


' communion with God precious? is.not the excr- 
* ciſz of Grace precious ? is not the comfort of the 


Holy Ghoſt precious ? is not the joy of a good 


- Conſcience precious ? is not heavenly wiſdom 


Prect- 
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precious ? If any man want wiſdom, let him ak it 
of God, who gives liberally and upbraideth net, 
Fam, 1.5, Let me then engage you, Chriſtians, 
to theſe two things : 

1, To he fervent in prayer. 

2. To be.conſtant in it, not to omit, or.do it 
ſlightly. | | 

In order whereto, I ſhall give you theſe helps 
by way of DireGion : Let them not die in the 
hearing; you cannot but be convinced that pray- 
er is good and profitable for you, and that it is a 
great ſin and hazard to be cold and negligent in 
it: ſet your hearts therefore to all the words 
which I ſhall teach you from the Book of God, 


"and faithfully praRtice theſe ten words of Dire= "| 


&ion and Advice, and I doubt not but you will 
be moſt eminent perſons in prayer, and excelling 
in all the parts of godlineſs. 
i. If you would be conſtant and fervent in 
prayer, you muſt be reſolved Chriſtians, and ' 
keep up a reſolute ſpirit for holineſs and eternal -,: 
life, in oppoſition to wavering and neutrality 5 - 
unrefolvedneſs makes us weak to any duty ;' re- 
lolution makes us break through a whole troop 
_ of oppoſitions ; refolye for heaven and eternal 
#life, and reſolve that you will not be hindred 
© from prayer, that you will riſe in a morning to - 
prayer, that you will have ſome time in the cve- 
ning for Communion with your God. If you do 
not reſolve upon it, you will not do it; for re- - 
{olution goes before action, and is the foreleading 
ſtep 
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ſtep to performance z there's but a ſtep betwixt 
reſolution and performance ; a matter throughly 
reſolv'd on,is more than half done. It is reported 
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* of one that was an extraordinary Chriſtian, that 


did exceed and out-ſtrip all about him in all man- 
ner of godly converſation, and this was his pra- 
Rice, he bound and accuſtomed himſelf to a con- 


| Rant courſe of Prayer, and come who and what 


woul1, he would not omit Prayer when his ſea- 
fon of Prayer cam? ; and being asked by his com- 
panions and Chriſtian acquaintance, how he could 
obſerve ſuch a ſtri& courle ? he an{wer'd. them, 
that ſometimes he found himſelf hard pux to it; 
and but that his reſolution was very ſtrong, he 
could not have done it. I mention not this tor a 


* . binding unalterable Law to all perſons; he that 
- can receive it let him; it may teach us all thus 


much, that a reſolute determined ſpirit for pray- 
er, and a holy lite, is excellently ufzful and con 
ducing to the making of us conſtant and fervent 
if prayer. Reſolve while I am fpeakings to you, 
as much as lyes in you, to be inſtant and conſtant 
in prayer, and maintain this refolvednels through- 
out all your courſe. 

2: Uſe an holy violence with your ſelf, compel 
your fclf to the work; generally and for ns 
moſt part as hath been already hinted, it is be 
ter to do a duty weakly, than not at all. Very 
often we g0 to prayer with much halins and 
heart-backwardneſs, and come off with much joy 
and iglargednels. There may be more grace and 

true 
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| on the ſoul- drives us from God through the cor- | 


of you ſoul z/ or if you ſin, repent of jt ſpeedily, 


true ich in ſuch prayen y where the Sine! '18-,: 
willing and the fleſh is weakz” and. we ſtrive and * 
wreſtle, and do our - beſt then .in many, a prayer _ 
wherein we may be much enlarged, and not {s 
peſtered with deadneſs and diſtraQtions. I coun- © 
ſel all lincere Chriſtians. as much as in them lyes, ©? 
to uſe a kind of violence. with themſelves in this. * *® 
matter of prayer, or elſe very often you will o- 3 
mit prayer,, and thereby incur further guilt and * ZN 
danger to your ſofils. "3 

3. Take heed of ſinning,- for this wounds the 
ſoul, and makes us we have no mind to come.to 
God; keep, Conſcience pure, and , you will go . "? 
with boldneſs into the preſence of God ; guilt up- | 


ruption of our natures; one would think that at: 
ter we have ſinned, we had the more need tg g0 
to God ;; that is true, but ouilt makes us. afraid, 
and we have no mind to draw nigh to God. We 
{e@ this in our firſt Parents, after they had ſin- 
ned, Conſcience terrified them, and they, went and * -- 
hid "themſelves, and made the matter -worſe by 
an excuſe, and kept off from God. Keep fin out 
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lye not in it, but go to/God by penifencia brayy + "v 
er, and nymble, our ſelf ;, the longs on keep. *.- hy 
off from' God, ' the worſe it 155" ner the . NY 
thorn” 1s/ out I ND eye, the > cklie yoy'will 

have eaſe; a green wound is more quickly a P. 
ſafely heal'd, and with & Is paing thay an old | 

rankled. fore, * * | yy 
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4. Take heed of ſurfeiting and exceſs; when 


the belly is full, we have little mind to any thing, 


fave idleneſs, and fleep, and talk: And thence it 
is, that faſting is {o-uſeful in prayer, becauſe the 
ſoul is moſt apt to be moſt lively, and {piritual, 
and vigorous in prayer, when the belly 1s leaſt 
elogged and loaded : excels in Meat-and Drink, 
dulls the ſoul, and cuts the finews of prayer. It 
both keeps us from prayer, and when we come 
to it, we are weak and cold, and our words 
freeze in our mouth, and ſtick in us like fome meats 
that we cannot get down, : ſticks in our throats; 
an ill-condition*d throat and belly, is the death 
and cut-throat of many a prayer : | Be ſoher and 
temperate, eat and drink no more than will ſuffice 
to- fit you for the {ervice of God, both in your 


. general and particuſkr calling, fo that you may 


riſe from! your meat to prayer, and be ſtrength- 
ned by your food to pray more vigorouſly and 
affectionately. | Tee 

\ 5. Be humble, and deeply fenfib!e of your vile- 
ne(s and wretchednels, and exceeding weaknels; - 
and let- the ſenſe thereof drive you to {eek help 
from the Lord by .prayer : Humble 4Auiters are 
likelieſt to ſpeed ; and humble fouls will be moſt 
upon their knees, as knowing how weak they are 
of themſelves; what need they have of-the daily 
help and Srace'of God to their ſouls. ' Pride is 
both \moſt' hateful to God, / andthe "greateſt dg- 
formity of our-fouls 5 anger Keeps us from prayer, 
Except it bz fuch* Phariſees and Bypocrites as: 


"ORE 
pray chiefly to be ſeen of men. Were-you but 
more ſenſible of the wants' of your foufs, you 


would be more earneſt in 'prayer; "hunger will - 


better teach a beggar how to beg, than. learn- 
ins and art; itis proud perſons that are leaſtin 


prayer, ard the greateſt enemies of right holy . 


praying; humility empties the ſoul of all carnal 
conceits of its own excellency and ſufficiency; and 


conftrains it from the feeling of its own ſinfulnets 


and miſery, and indigent ſtare, to ſeek for mercy. 


and relief where it' is to be had, If pride make 
the prayer, it is abomination with God, twenty 
words from an humble and awful fincere heart, 
are of more price with God. and all*.so0d men; 
than never ſo many from hypocrifie and pride: 
Load your fouls with the ſenſe 'of your: fin and 
mitery, and your utter need of the continual help 
and grace of God, and keep humble, and you will 
run into the arms of God by prayer, as little 
Children will run into the Mothers arms: at the 
ſight of any ugly picture, or frightful thing, and 
will take faſt hold of their parents, when theyare 


In danger to'fall, Pſgl. 10. 19, Lordithen haſt 


heard the deſire of the\humble , thou will. prepare 
their heart , thou will cauſe thine ear to hear! © .* 
6. Take heed of worldlineſs, and worldly hin- 


derances and diſtractions. This hinders us in pray- - 


er, and this hinders us from -prayer ; this makes 
us to omit prayer , and this makes {us to*-flight - 
prayer, and-this robs us'of-alt our praying*time, 


and fills our heads with" worldly thoughts; .ant , 
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our hearts with worldly cares and affe&tions, 
and our hands with worldly buſineſs and cum- 
bers. Shake off over-much.of the world, and 
watch' againſt the world, or it will mightily hin- 
der you'in this great matter of prayer; the 


. world and buſineſs will be ſtill nipping you of that 


- little time you have for prayer ; the world will 


| be inſtant and conſtant with you day by day, - to 
let prayer alone, and the work and buſineſs of 
your ſouls alone: Stand by God, and ftand by 
Chriſt, and eternal life, ceaſe Conſcience, away 
Spirit , et my foul ſink, and do what it will z 
and come the world, and come buſinels, and cum- 
ber. I canfiot have time for prayer and thee 
too; and therefore I will make bold with prayer, 
and do the worlds matters: This is the language 
and practice of worldlineſs, the great deſtroyer 
of all manner of godly prayer ; but be wiſe and 
wary for your ſouls, Seek'firſt the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and all 
other things ſhall be added to you. Remem- 
ber Mary and Martha, be not cumbred about 
many things, mind the one thing neceſſary ; get 
into thy cloſet, look up to God, and. be gaining 
time from the world, that you may ſpend it in 
prayer. | 
7. Be diligent, in your callings: Experience 
| teacheth the Saints, that honeſt and conſcientious 
"labour in callin9s, and conſtancy and fervency in 
prayer, do beſt conſiſt together, :and:do mutually 
. . Þ:fiend*cach other. Idlencſs of body breedeth 
| | and 


all ro ſpiritual exerciſes. 
mercy the Lord hath appointed us. callings in - 
the world, which be a very great preſervative: 
and defence againſt Temptations, and are helps to 


We Ts PL 

and increaſeth idleneſs of ſoul. 
inconſiſtency between prayer, and honeſt common 
labours, but that the heart may be much in men- 
tal prayers, and ſecret liftings up to God, when 
our hands are buſt, imployed in labour: when 
our bodies are moderately exerciſed with labour, 


. evea unto ſome wearineſs, then is prayer ſweet 
| to the ſoul, and as. recreation to our minds; 


but when the body is idle, it hath no mind at 


In great wiſdom and 


Mortification, and keeping clean and- ſweet the 
mind and thoughts within ; but idleneſs diſpoſeth 
to the greateſt evils, ſetteth luſts a working , 
openeth the door to Satan into our hearts, and 
infenſibly dampeth thy warntth of the ſoul, and 


hardens it againſt prayer. Theſe two things I . 
. commend' to,all Chriſtians, to be. fervent and 
conſtant in prayer, to be diligent and painful in 


your callings, avoiding all extreams, both of 
earthlineſs and idlegeſs, and learning to be hea- 
venly, and walk with God, and keep up what 


in you lyes a praying ejaculatory ſpiritin your .,.* 
callings ,* and often renewing the thoughts and _' ® 


There's no ſuch 
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intentions of God, and your ultimate. end; and a 
thereby maintaining fragrancy, and ſpiritual vis * # 


Sour in your ſouls. | 
3. Redeem your time, and be good Husbands, 
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of your time, morning-time, eyening-time, week= .. 
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TO : r *Y. 
Tay amd: Eords-day-timezall your rime,laviſh none 
away,"if yoo"do, you wif want time, for-prayer ; 
you cannot waſte time, .hut you: will want time 
tor-one dyty or other. 'God hath giveri us-no 
tine to: waſte ! O, prize time, and. redeem time 
for prayer, forecalt for prayer , contrive your 


matters witely, that by all means you. may have 


time and! room for. prayer ; and when you have 


not time as +-You would, ipend that little time 


you have in the moſt neceſſary work, and that 
which can leaſt tarry. Take heed of. all time- 
waſtins company, dilcourte, and buftnels, and ſuf 
fer not. your..precious time to be thiev'd away. 
A common excule: is, I have not *time.z the fleſh 
and the world thieve away our: time, ' and then 


we come and plead neceſlity. 1 have not time ! 


but hait thou not time for prayer :, if thou didſt 
but highty priz2 and dulgghusband and "improve 
al; 5; 

9. If you would be Facobs, and Hannghs, and 
Anna's in prayer, you mult do this to be ſure, 
and 'thar is to live by faith, and not by fenſe; 


without. faith you will LS pray , . nor value 


prayer at all; itis faith which.makes fouls to pray, 
and to, pray With all their might, and to keep 
. Up a trade of prayer: . Souls that live by tenſe, 
ſee iv reaſon for prayer, nor mind it; they are 


” zglued to, this world, making their belly their 


God ; an like the old world, eating and drink- 


— Ing, and marrying, and S1ving in marriage, till 
gi e 
E > tae £901] camear-: ftr22: om MG away. Where- 


&S- 


as >ollly "Noah, bis faith + him wh feat, 2 


_ and he prepared an ark for the ſaving of bimfelf. : 
"2 | and bs houſhold, Heb: 11, 7. Believing-ſouls do _' 
2 by faith. fee another world, into which they are 
wat paſſing, which is eternal ; and this preſent world ” 


wa they {ce paſſing away, and therefore they are' 
_y inſtant with God by prayer 4or an everlaſting 


bs portion for a life to: come. It is faith which" 

E doth open the window into the other world, 

* and gives us an evidential ſight of ſpiritual thitigs 

4 in ſome meaſure relating to dilpoſition and praQtice, _ _? 
ſo as they are in themſelves, and doth rouze us —— 


F from our ſleep in fin, and makes us cry to God 
1 for the life of our fouls. Faith gives us to per- 
Nh ceive in-the glaſs of Gods word, what- is a Chri- 
c ſtians buſineſs in this world, and how much it.con- 
" | cerns-him to watch and pray that he enter not 
b into temptation, and to give all ditgence to 
© | make his calling and eleQtion ſure, and to cry to 

God now, as he would cry to God if he-lay a dy- 


1 ing, or ſtood naked before the judgment-leat of + 

? God, and had liberty to make one prayer to God * ® 
7 for. his poor ſoul, and {9 be doomed and fenten- 

s ced for ever into heaven or hell. O get the grace '__ 
» | of Faith into your fouls, and increaſe and ftreng- ». 2 
" | then your faith, -and maintain faith in lively a = 
> | and exercife, ani] then you will be cham PpiOns, in. 
; prayer, and Chrit will. {ay to you, To him that 2 


b-lieveth all things are poſſible 3 and according to- - 
thy faith ſo ſhall it be unto you. Fames tells you, 4 


| If any man lack_wiſdom, let hin beg it of God,” whe © 
a Cr 4 givers 
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goveth liverally, and upbraideth not, Jam, 1. 5. but 
let him ask in faith, nothing wavering ; for if he 
ack without faith, let him not think that he ſhall 
receive any thing from the Lord. © live by faith, 
above the world. Have your hearts in heaven, go 
into the Mount with faith and prayer, and view 
the glory of heaven, the torirents of hell, this 
vain world, the great and mighty God, and the 
Lord Je{us Chrift, and the ſtate of all perſons, 
creatures; and things in this world, and in that to 
come, and from the abundance of your hearts 
pour forth your ſouls to God in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus by prayer,and fo praQtiſe; and O what 
rare Chriſtians will you be ! it will foon be ſeen 
that prayer is an unknown thing ; faith and pray- 
er will do wonders. Never hope to ſpeed in pray- 
er without faith, the ſaving faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 
. 19, Laſtly, If you would be inſtant and con- 
ſtant in prayer, you muſt be inſtant and conſtant 
in all other duty and ſervice without parti- 
ality, or caſting off any part of duty; what are 
you better except you depart from iniquity ? 
what are you better to {ſpend half an, hour in 
prayer in a morning, and 1o ſoon as you have 
done, £0 to the ale-houſe , and there drink till. 
you be drunk; and pray again, and be drunk a- 
gain? this is to turn prayer into mockery : 
_ though prayer be a great and principal part of 
Religion, yet it is not the whole of Religion ; 
God hath no ſuch high account of prayer, as that 
for the {ake of prayer he will give you leave to 
break 
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(39) 
break all his 'other Laws,and live as you liſt. God 
hath no where ſaid, if thou pray morning and 
evening, and at noon, and cry aloud, that this 
ſhall ſerve for all thy duty and Religion 5 but as 
all other Religion without prayer is but a vain 
Religion, and none. of Chriſts true Religion z ſo 
though thou pray never {6 often and loud, and 
live after the fleſh, and giveſt the reins to thy 
lufts, thy prayer is but a mocking of God, and 
it is but a going to hell upon thy knees. There 


are two very great errours in Religion, and they 


are as common as dangerous. 

I, The errour of thoſe which make them a 
Religion without praycr. 

2, The errour of thoſe which make prayer all 
their Religion. . 

1. The error of thoſe which make them a Re- 
ligion without prayer, and theſe we may fear 
are a great many , up and down the Church of 
God, which live in the groſs negle&, omiſſion and 
contempt of prayer. O how many prayerleſs Fa- 


milies are there, and prayerlels Cloſets, prayer- 


leſs Quakers, and prayerlels Papiſts, and prayer- 
leſ5 Proteſtants, people of all ſorts that pretend 


to be of this or that fe& or party, but.indeed 


are truly of no Religion but one, and that is ts 
be Atheiſts and Infidels, to live without God in 
the wotld, hoping to come to heaven by their 
carnal good meanings, by thcir ignorzhce and. 
blind devotion and {ſenſual courſe of lifes theſe 


people would periwade us that prayer is nothing, 
| =” that” 
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(50) 
that a good life may be without prayer, and 
_ that a man may be a godly man, and of Chriſts 
Religion, whether he pray or pray not; but 
God will ſhortly contute all theſe prayerleſs peo- 
ple, and make them to know and feel that there 
15 no more true and {aving Religion, than there is 
true prayer; and that all. that will be ſaved muſt 
cail upon the name of the Lord, and have the 
ſpirit of grace and. ſupplications. 
2, The other errour is of them which make 
prayer all their Religion. There are a ſort of Pha- 
Titees and hvpocrites which opprels the poor, and 
are unmercitul and unrighteous, and hope to mend 
all with praying; that would have no body to 
pray by le and will but in words and forms 
of their inventing ; that make no great matter of 
being profane, haters of the Saints, and leading 
ungoaly and Sy] ives, fo they can repeat over 
a number of formal prayers, and hypocritically. 
confefs their fins, and ftop the mouth of Conlci- 
ence for a while with tricks and devices of their 
*0wn making mw may Qo 1t for a while, but 
. ſhortly dzath will be here, and either grace or 
vengeance wil make them all ro know that pray- 
er is no patron of wickednels , nor refuge for 
diſobedience. All that name the name of Chriſt 
depart from iniquity ; the ſacrifice of the wicked - 
is abomination with God; he that turneth away 
his ear Arom hearing the Law, even his prayer 
ſhall be abomination , make not [yes your re- 


fuge. 
Let 
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Let this be your main care to be-inſtant and 
conſtant in prayer, and to be equally inftant ang 
conſtant in all other duty and obedience z be as zea- 
lous and fervent in prayer as you can ; -but withal, 
remember to be as z2alous in all other duty ; and 
it your zeal in prayer exceed your zeal in all o- 
ther the ſervice of God, you may groundedly 
tulpe& that ſo far it is falle and hypocritical 
zeal; take heed and beware, for by both thele 
ways you may go to hell, mains you a Religt- 
on without prayer, and making prayer all your 
Religion, fo. as to ſtand tor all piety and obſer- 
vance towards God, and all equity, charity, and 
compaſſion towards men, and tor all purity, tem- 
peranee arr ſobriety rowards our lelves. 


thall hzre anacx 4 ierv - words more by way of 
j counſel and warnins to Chrittian fouls to take 
heed of the Quakers Religion , io far as relates 
to this matter of prayzr, as alto by way of com- 
paiiion and charitable repuke ard compellation to 
the Quakers themielves, tuch <ipecial'y of whom 
there 1s more hope. oy 

Enough is ſaid in the foregoing Sermons for 
the opening of the true nature of prayer, as alfo 
how excclient and acceflary it is, and of how 


much intereſt in the faving-Religion of Jeſus 


- 


Chriſt. If therefore the Q4'.ers Religion" be- a ***4 


prayerlels Religion, denving or ſubverting truc 
prayer, ail that will be faved are to flee from it, 
and to {rver themicives from it as grofs impiety. 
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2 ODE 
I do not yet ſay that the Quakers Religion is a 
prayerleſs Religion. I ſhall put it to the proof, 
and here let all impartial perſons judg. 

_ There are but thefe fofir forts of prayer, ſecret 
prayer by a mans ſelf alone, Family-prayer with 
our houſholds, publick prayer in the Congregati- 
on, and prayer with Chriſtian brethren, fick per- 
{ons and others,ftatedly or occaſionally. Now how 
far they do by their Principles allow, and by 
their pratice own and oblerve all or any of thele 
forts of prayer, themſelves know beſt ; but ſo far 
as we which live among them can diſcern by their 
courie of life at home and abroad, and can gather 
by their writings, they do feem generally to be 
a prayerleſs people, and to be void of the ſpirit of 
grace and fſupplications, for all they pretend fo 
much to the ſpirit above others. | 

1. For ſecret perſonal prayer by ones ſelf alone, 
this we cannot tell becauſe we are not with them; 
but we may realonably and juſtly fear the gene- 
rality of them do very ſeldom, it at all, pray by 


themſelves, though our Saviour hath expreſly en- 
+ Joined this fort of prayer, dat. 6, and all true 
Chriftians practice it, Many I have read and heard 


have {poten againſt Family-prayer, but never any 
that 1 conid hear of have ever ſpoken againſt ſe- 


— cret prayer by ones ſelf. I appeal to the Qua- 
" pers on Conlciences:t they do” not generally and 
for the moſt part hve without perſonal ſecret 


prayer performed by themſelves alone. 
* 2, Anza for Family-prayer, it is evident and ap- 
parent 


(93) . 
parent to all, that they do- not call upon God, 
nor perform unto him .Family-prayer and invo- _ 
| cation according to the godly practicg of all the 
people of, God; and how they will avoid that im- 
precation of the Prophet againſt ſuch Families as 
call not upon Gods name, it concerns them much 
to conſider, Fer. 10. xlt. | grant that Families in 
this place takes in whole Tribes and Kingdoms; 
and that by calling upon the name of God is 
meant more than ſtritly prayer and invocation; 
but that is becauſe prayer is {o eminent a part of 
Religion, that it 1s here put for all Religion, a 
ſpecial part for the whole, and fo prayer muſt 
neegs be included. And allo families or houſholds 
as fuch cannot be excluded out of the imprecati- 
on, without ſome violence to the Text. 

3- And as for Church-prayer, or prayer in the 
publick meetings ; neither canl give {ach account* 
of this, becauſe I come not at them ; but if cre- 
| dible common fame may be believed, there is but 
little of prayer in their publick meetings; and 
when they do at any time pray, two main parts 
of prayer, Confeſſion and begging forgivenels, are 
mainly left out ; and being examined þy the true 
rules of PIayecr, they would be found to be very: 
lame diſorderly prayers, {favouring muck of igno- 
rance, carnality, and a fleſhly dead heart. Let 
| any one but pen down their publick meeting-pray- 
ers, and compare them with the: right rules; ;of 
prayer, and judg if all be risht with-them asit 
ihould be, and, as the Szints pravers are. 
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4. And then for private communion with bre- 
_ thren, and praying by ſick and dying perſons, 1 
\ never heard of any, and I think few others have, 
and I think they ſeldom or never do it. Now 1 
leave it to any impartial Chriſtiin to juds if this be 
a praying Religion. 
., If you thall go to their Writings, you will find 
as little about prayer there, as in their practice. 
One would hope to meet with ſome account of 
their Faith and Religion touching prayer in their 
Catechiſms, and thoſe Writings which contain 
their Principles. The largeſt account that I can 
find in any of thoſe that I have read, ſo far as my 
memory ſerves me, is in a few {mall leafs in®the 
end of William $-iths Catechiſm, pag. 100, to 
I12, but it wii. be hard to pick out of the whole 
- any juſt account of prayer ; he condemns all our 
Praying as lifeleſs and formal, and the prayers of 
all in the Church fince the Apoſtacy, as he and 
his friends are wont to fay. If any one have a 
mind to be informed of the true nature, intereſt, 
and excellency of prayer, there is great filence in 
all the Quakers Writings. The light and ſeed . 
within, is their all in all, and ſtands for all with 
them, | 

They account our prayers abominable, and meer 
formality, and difpleaſing to God, and performed 
from our own fleſhly wills. I am certain in this, 
that they falſly accuſe the Servants of God, and 
that they will find to their coſt one day. If any 
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becauſe Þ reprehend the people of God for luke- 
warmneſs and inconſtancy in prayer, in the Ser- 
mons forementioned, and detect their fin, and call 
it by deſerving names,' and charge blame gene- 
rally: that therefore there is no right prayer a- 
mong us, and that we be all hypocrites; Jet him 
know, that thoush I mean my felt for one in the 
charge, as being conſcious to my ſelf of much 
guilt for lack of fervency and frequency 1n prayer, - 
and doubt not, but many more {incere Chriſtians 
will own the charge in a limited meature and de- 
oree; yet I am far from reckoning my elf an. 
hypocrite, or thinking that either mine own pray- 
ers, or the prayers of thouſands among us, whoſe 
hearts are more ſincere than mine, are rejzted of 
God, as are the prayers of ungodiy gracelels ones, 
No, God forbid ; If there be no fincere praying a- 4 
mons the people whom the Quakers leparate from, © 
there is no fincere praying to be found in all the * 
World. 
know in my felt, that though 1 be.a mot weak 
creature, and have caute ro lye in tears and con- 
fuſion before God, becautle of all my heinous tranſ- 
Sreſſions and fins, and think my felf below the 
weakeſt godly Miniſt. 7 in all the Land: Yet'1 
ſhould lye to God and againſt mine own foul, and 


be moſt injurious to his tree-grace, ſhould 1 can: 4 


dema my telf for a hypocritz, fo fa as I know + 
mine own-heart. And I know that the Mmiters 
and People;whom the Quakers .do condemn, 'and + 
their prayers and worſhip as Antichriſtian,.and** * 

for- 


[ bleſs God for mine ewn foul and I 
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formal, and ſeperate from,. are the precious Ser- - 
vants of God, the ſalt of the Earth, and their 

_ Prayers accepted of the Lord; and there are no | 1! 
luch defe&ts in our prayers, as can be ground for || v 
the charge of reigning hypocriſie and ungodlinels. } c 
Though I acknowledg there are multitudes among | f 
us, but they are not of us, whole lives we renounce 
and condemn; but fo it hath been, and will be to || t 
the worlds end. | | \ 

Let all that have any fear of God and regard |} c 
 *- of their ſalvation, and reverence for the Scrip- 
ture, fave themſelves from that Religion which | : 
hath little or nothing of prayer in it. We know 
what prayer is, better than they can teach us, | 
though we diſdain not to learn from the meaneſt; | 
but they muſt be more reformed praRitioners of 
> Prayer, before they can be able {piritually, ſcrip- | 

& © turally, and practically, to teach it to others. 


Their charging formality and hypocrifie at our \ 
door, and proclaiming themlfelves to be in the 
dpirit, and to perform all fpiritual prayers to God, | 
is but the fruit of their blind peryerted zeal, | 


| *anda {ymptom ofpride,and a ſelt-deceiving heart ; p 
. ſhew us by any rational evidences, that you are 
”. a'praving people, and wortſhip the true God by | 
L. the Mcdiation of Jefus Chriſt through the grace * | 
'* and operation of the eternal Spirit, by tupplica- 
| = tions, and prayers, and interceſſions, and giving 
of thanks, and humble confeſhons of ſins,according 
E. to the laws and examples recorded in the Scrip- 
” *Zures, and. the undoubted cuſtom and practice - 


\ 


CW. 


all Gods people to this very day, you are not: 


able to prove : there js no ſuch thing to be found: - 
in your books and principles publiſhed- to the 


world, and your practice and convertation de- 


clareth to the world that you be a prayerlels 
people. | h 

You have this to ſay, That you pray at all 
tines when the ſpirit moves you, and to pray 
without a motion from the ſpirit, is to g0 uNn- 
call'd. | | 

This later rightly underſtood we grant; and 
ir you do pray when and as often as the Spirit 
of God moves you , you are the moſt praying 
people in the world; and we will eaſily grant 
that to pray to God without flome warrant, call, 
or motiog from the Spirit of God tis not right 
prayer. But what do you mean by a motion from. 
the Spirit ? a voice from heaven, or an inward 
voice, or particular revelation and immediate call 
and command from God to pray? this you may 
never have in all your life. And-if this be the 
motion of the ſpirit which you look for; it is but 
a tempting ot God, and charging your pride,and 
floth, and deadnels, upon the Spirit of God. I am 
lure that is none of the Spirit of God which li: 
cenſeth fouls to live without prayer whole years. 
togeth@ in expectation of ſome more than ordi-# 
nary motion of the Spirit. Did you feed your: 
bodies at that rate, and manure your fields, and 
tollow your trades and callings in the world, I 
wot what would become of vou. You do not. 
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- Took for a motion of the ſpirit to tell you when 
to plow, and fow and reap, and eat and drink, 
and fleep ; you can tell your time for theſe. May 
not I lay to you in the words of Chriſt, Ye by-. 
porrites, ye can diſcern the face of the sky,but can ye | 
not diſcern the ſigns of the times ? Mat.16.3. You 
need no mvtion of the ſpirit to tell you when 
to feed and clothe your bodies, but you need a 
motion from the ſpirit to put you upon to drels 
and feed your ſouls. In many days, yea weeks, 
yea months anc years, you have not performed to 
God one holy and folemn prayer, nor ſpent half 
an hour in Communion with God, pouring out 
your fouls to him by prayer ; and inſtead of be- 
wailing your fn, and reforming your impious 
and ungodly practice, you juſtifie it by this, th:t 
you have had no motion of the ſpirit to it, which 
is vile hvpocriſte,and a great abule of the Spirit ; 
for the Spirit of God doth call us to prayer at 
all times when the wants and neceffities of our 
ſouls do ſuggeſt unto us that we'ſhould go, and 
we have due opportunity, and are not called of 
by any weightier and more inſtant duty, where 
.-® any min hath godly and ſubſtantial reaſons to pur 
+ him upon to any work or duty refpe&ting Re- 
” +, ligion or the world, that is a {ufficient cali from 
| -#he Spirit of God, And he that will noÞ go at 
» ©, this call, but looketh for I know not what moti- 
&.- ons from the ſpirir, will not have many motions 
- , from (Gods fpirit in this world, nay none at all. 
EI think that man that- bath "an hard heart, - 


( 99) 
dead-ſoul, a guilty Conſcience, lying under the 
wrath of God unpardoned , and every moment - 
liable to damnation, hath a loud alarm from the * 
{pirit of God to pray for mercy and falvation 
night and day. If a houſe be on fire, we think 
that is a loud call to run and quench it, and 
call in all the aid we can: And what is fin in 
the ſoul but as the fire of hell, 1/a. 9. 18 ? and 
we are commanded to ſave finners as brands out 
of the tire, Fud. 23. And if ſinners were but ſen- 


| fible of it, they would cry out, and amvze and + 


ſtartle all bout them, with their crys. 

Perhaps the Quakers will tay they pray con- 
tinually, by the inward crys, and groans, and 
thirſtings of rheir hearts; and though they do © _ 2 
not $0 down upon their knees, and utter words *.»# 
to God, they utter inward fighs and groans to 
God. | 

We cannot know their hearts 5 but our Savi-. 
our hath told ns, That by their fruits we muſt 
know falſe Prophets. And if there were the {pi- 
rit of prayer within, there would be the mani- 
teftations and fruits of it withour. Ana this 1s _ 
but the ſame defence which the carnal and un- _*? 
godly in our Afſcmblies do make when we urge* - ®2# 
them to prayer, they ſay they pray continually; > ? 
but when we come to reaſon with them about - ® *: 
their praying and converſation, we find them to », *? 
pray not at all aright. And the Qazkers have _*% 
great cauſe to fear that it is ſo with them, and *®_ ? 
that for all their ſeeming holineſs and ftrianels. 
H 2, befare 
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before the world in ſome things, they are in- 
wardly unclean, and men of unholy and impeni- 
tent hearts-and lives. If this admonition offend, 
they muſt thank themſelves, which give the 
ground; while we tſce them to lead prayerleſs 


lives, and to make fo light a matter of prayer, | 
 conceiting highly of their own ſtates and prayers, 


and condemning and ſeparating from their anci- 
ents and neighbours far holier than themlclves; 
we cannot but greatly fear they have the fame 
fpirit of earthlineſs, carnality, and deadnels to the 


things of God, which many in our Afemblies have, 


whom wecannot but fear to be gracele people,and 
bend all our ſtudies and endeavours to win their 
{fouls to God, and a holy lite, We take not upon 
us to know any mans heart bur our own, fave 
that Scripture and the common principles of rea- 
{fon and Religion do warrant us to judg of per- 
tons with a humane judgment neceſſary for hu- 


' mane converſe in the world, by the evidence of | 


their words and deeds. 1 could wiſh with all my 
heart for their own ſouls ſake, that they were all 
godly pecple, and had the right ſpirit of grace 


and {uipplications: but leaving all ſecret matters 


to God, and medling with nothing that is his 
prerogative, when the matter is fully weighed | 


there-is far more evidence againſt them that they 


area prayerleſs people. In the name of God all 
you well-meanins people that be turned aſide in- 


to trooked paths, and be hearers of Quaker-tea- 
chers,' and: reſort to -Qzaks7-meetings, and know 
er ftt 7 | not 
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not but you are in the right, ſoberly conſider 


your ways, be not prayerleſs people, be not of 


a prayerleſs Religion, get you from among thele 
prayerlef{s pretenders to holineſs. Call upon the 
Lord, as you hope to be {avei; read what is here 
written, and ſoberly conſider it, and hreak off 
your prayerleſs irreligious liie, and truit not to 
that blind deceitful guide within you,*the light 
within, leſt it lead you into everlaſting darknels, 


Bz not _deceived by ;your Teachers, repent and : 


call upon God while he is near, and feek him 
while he may be found. wp 
And you Quaker teachers, forbear any more to 
teach a prayerleſs Religion be not profane, teach 
people the true nature of prayer, and the. necel- 
ſity of it, and the excellency of it; preach to them 
(if you will preach) that they repent of their 
prayerlels life, and that they pray in their Clo= 
{:ts and Families, leſt the tury of God be poured 


forth upon them : Do not fo 'groſly miſlead the - 


ſheep of Jeſus Chriſt, be tender of them; be more 
in prayer your ſelves, humble your {clves before 
God, lay by the trade of deceiving'and miſſeading 


ſouls, and accept the wiolfome ialve of: repen- 


tance that your fins may be forgiven. lt is evi- 


dent and notorious, that true prayer is a fmall . 


part of your Religion 5 Children are brought up 


prayerleſs, Parents are prayerleſs, Families are » * 


prayerleſs, your tables and common meals are 


prayerlefs, all or moſt of them as is ſaid; how. 


many dumb and filent meetings have you with- 
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_.out either prayer or -xreaching. You viſit fic 
people, and ſeldom” or never prav by them; all 
this is through you, you are their guides; a 

ſhameinl and impiovs Religion, fo much void of 

prayer, it arghes you to he proud and feli-con- 
ceited, and in deep herefie and deluſton. O re- 

- pent andpray God it perhaps your great wicked- 

* * nels may be forgiven. And if you will not pray 

| with us, pfay with one another, and ſect up pray- 
er in all your Families, and be not patrons of fo 
grols impiety againit prayer and calling upon God. 
Take warning 11 time, arid remember you have 
been warned. 

And ail Chriſtian people, keep you from the 
ways and defuſtons of thete men: believe them 
not when taey ſay they are the Minifters of 

-., Chriſt, and teach people the way to Salvation. 

- * It you be Saints, you are praying people. If you 

| will not be warned, tzke what comes; you will 
find one day that God will judg all the enemies 
of prayer, and witl convict the Quakers Princi- 
ples,Religion, and Converſation, of deep crimes 
againlt prayer, fathering their prayerleſs courte 
of life upon his holy Spirit, and pretending and 

 » taking themſelves to have the true {pirit of pray- 

Fs "> and that all others he in the fleſh, and their 

» "praying notiing bur ſelf-invention and form, and 

+. hypocrite. Satan feeks your ruin. If you become 

: a profclytes to theſe men, take heed leſt God in 

| » judgment forfake your underſtandings and confci- 

| © ences, and fettle you in Hereſie and Antichriſti- 

4 aniſm, 
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aniſm, where fin and carnality ſhall: thrive and 7 
fortifie it {elf by a law, and conſcience ſhall be + 
{o ſeared and perverted as to make yon fwalloyy - 
f down thoſe principles and pradtifgs which now 


- | you tremble at; fo dangerous 1t is to refift the 
" Spirit of the Lord, and imprifon the truth in un- 
| righteouſheſs, and go about to quiet and {alve an 
/ | ulcerous Conſcience by fall- cures; they may 


" | {erve for a while, but the day is at hand when 
; God will ſearch us all ; blefſed are they which 
| ſhall be found upright in. that day. 


Some more diſtin Evidences and rational Proofs, 
that the Quakers are a prayerleſs people, living 
without prayer , and unacquainted. with godly 
prayer ;, with the addition of many expreſs Texts 
of Scripture for their informatioa, conwittion, hu- 
miiatien and amendment, and the mamfeſtins ta 
all that have eyes to ſee the groſs darkneſs of 

uakerilm, and what vaſt difference there 1s 1 
this, between Quakeriſm and tr..e Chriſtianity, 
4nd what injury they commit in fathering their. 

| Religion upon the Spirit of God, and entituling * 
him to their darineſs and wapiety, - 

S 1. JP Heir groſs blindneſs in the true nature of -@® 
 - FT-+ Prayer is manifeſted by their Books, and @ -* 
by diſcourſe and conference with many profeſling. ,7 *; 
Quakers. If they had the {pirit of grace and uf 2 
plications, they would ſhew it by their writipgs, 
which are'many, and want not words, but do 
H 4 evi- 


2 <8 : 


| evidently: favour of a drunken ſtaggering mind, 


'big with child of blindnefs and error. ' All that 
are ſpiritval, are inftruted of God, and have an 
wanderftanding from him- of rhe true nature, neceſ- 
#ity and excellency of prayer. Let any ſuch ſouls 
but make'trial (it they doubt) by reading thoſe 
Places 1 their Boo's which treat of prayer, and 
they will perceive'the truth of this allegation, 
as Moderate enquiries, P.g9. Some principles of 
the @u2ters by F. Parneh, p. 77. Smiths Catechiſm, 
/þ. 100. Penn, A new nick-name,&c. chap. 14. p.121- 
' To blind fouls theſe writings may 1teem divine, 
but -to all eflightned fouls they will be judged to 
be- a darkning and perverting of Scripture-words 
and phraſes, toeſtabliſh+ the Idolatry of the Light 
"within, drefſed- with goodly names and titles,and 
makings it the all in all of -prayer. True prayer, 
as it'is the pourins forth of the foul to God, in 
penitent-confeſſions, ardent and © fervent deſires 
and groans, and ſupplicationg, and joyful thankſ- 
givings, ſmelling of an heart enlightned from 
'above, loaden and+- burdened with fin, hungring 
after righteouſnels, contending with the Almigh- 
ty, and contented to be any thing rather than a 


BH /gracel-ts, Chrittlels, and unpardoned guilty ſoul : 
2” iFhat praver Which is accompanicd with the ſpirit 
= & of adoption, afhimilating the foul to God bree- 


7 ; and truſtms upon his perfet Mediation and In- 


# gding humble boldncts, and reverent: filial 'approa- 
+ "Ches to:God'.as a father, with. confidence to find 


acceptance-with the Lord'through Jeſts/Chriſt, 


ter- 


C 105 + 
terceſſion, enlarging the heart, cleanſing the foul, 
conquering fin, and bringing into the tou! ſpiri- 
tual righteouſneſs, peace and joy; this 1s the true : 
Scripture-prayer; the Luakers writings ar#noto- ® » Þ 


" ) Oy W ' 


5 riouſly naked of any ſuch prayer, and the dil- 
: courſes and conferences of their profclytes to me 
and others, {avour of no ſuch thins ; but all their 
praying ſeems to be nothing elle but a {uperſtiti- 

ous and ſelf-deviſed waiting to the Light within, 
, and feeling to that of God in them, 7 as Smith 
calls it, Catechiſm, p. 94. And the breathings,com-* 


; punRtions, and inward crys and workings of the 
Quakers loul, (which he falfly entitules the Sroans 
; | ot the ſpirit, and the true prayer and ſupplicati- 
on) are moſtly but the wreſtlings of a guilty ſmit= » 
| | ten Conſcience, writhing and] turning it {#f, and\ © } 
ſtriving by its own fleſhly firength to come forth * 2 
| of bondage, and finds it {elf in chains to Satan : 
and iniquity,and groſly ime2ining the Light with- 
in to be the principle of Redemption, cleanſing, 
| and Salvation, (having all power in. heaven and 
earth in it, as 1iith Swirbs Primer, I cannot cite” 
the page at pretent, not havinggthe Book) when 
it is nothing elſe but Contcience ſomething ſtart-_. 
led, ſtriving in its own carndl ſtrength, without © 
any right prayer to God, or due ſcekins to the; Ras 
Lord by Jefus Chriſt for converſion , peace and. 
pardon, by whom only we can be fer free. from®® 
Sa [tans yoke, the chains vos: tuft and fin, the re- 
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tings of an vl{cerous Conſcience, laſhing the foul 
”. for fin, but no way able of it (elf to caſe it fel, 
E . fave by deluſion and falſe conceit, and fo building 
Þ 4 their geace and confidence upon a lyezand all their 
| boaſtivg of the power of the Light, and freedom 
4 + from fin, being an evil heart covered with deceit, 
and reſting in a prayer, repentance, peace and 
ſecurity, not of Gods making, but the inventign 
of a fleſhly mind. | 

| 2. Their malignity againſt all faithful praying 
E: * people, and feparation from them, and diſturbing. 
& godly praying 1louls whilſt at their prayers, is 
, * another evidence that Ouaker:ſm and prayer a- 
©, gree as light and darknets. As I ſaid: before, if 
1. _ the ſpirit of grace and ſupplications be. not in, 
# and with thoſe Miniſters and people (excluding 
-., the hypocrites among us) whom the Quaters do 
univerſally f{-parate from, and rail againſt, and in 
” . effe&t damn even all of us to hell, there will nor 
 , be found to he the true ſpirit of grace and ſup- 
{ + plications thronghout all the world ; not that 1 
> - think that Chriſt hath no true ſervants but /in 
L Erxpland and the Nations with us, I am far from 
© © thinking fo ; but if none be Chriſtians but Quakers, 
& - or if thoſe be not true Chriftians,and right pray- 
”* ing ſouls which the Quakers do fo univerfally 
» «condemn and ſeparate trom, I do not ftick to 
6: an there are no right praying Chriſtians in all 
-- + the world; that they do rail againft us, and 1e- 
L. parate from us, and condemn our prayers and wor- 
© ſhip as Aatichriftian, heretical and abomination 
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to God, is evidery by thels ſeparation - fronts. 
and fetting up new Churches, and doing all they 


; can to gain them proſclytes, and all their wri- £3 
tings ibound with terms of deteſtation againſt @ * 
| our prayers and worſhip. Turn but to the pla- 


| cescited, which are but a {ma!] portion of what 
their writings abound with , and yet enough is. 
in them. to ſ1gnifie their contradiction and oppo® 
fition to the prayers and worlhip of thoſe whom 
they ia malignity and hercfie call Priefts and Pro- 4 
tcfſors. And as for th:ir diſturbing praying ſouls _ , 4 
at their work in prayer, 1 could nuwltiply proofs. 7 
Read the life of Mr, Fo/epn Allein, | have not the +2 
Book by me, or I could cite the page, who be- «1 
ng in the fame prifon with ſome Quakers,he any b 
godly non-conforming brethren with him coul 
not worſhip the Lord, but the Q1akers being 
a room near them in the Priſon, diſturbed t _ , 
by noiſe and railing, and malignity ; this. wass® A 
more ordinary with ther at their firſt rifing, 
coming into Congregations publickly, and dis * 
ſturbing the Miniſter and Congregation in the, - 
folemn worſhip and ſervice of God. And I could. * 
give particular inſtances of Qzakers dwelling in. 
the lame houſe or tamily, diſturbing the ew. * 
worſhippers of God in the Tamily at their time. o 
of wox{hip. "a 
3. Their prayerlcfs families are viſible and apy 
parent to the world ; though 1 deny not but fa 
mily-prayer may b? fo done. as to be little eyi- 
denc'd' to oY world in ſome places, and by ſomes» | 
perivam.s oe 3 
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perſdns eſpecially; yet 'the mater is notorious z 
C . - It is the univerſal practice of all Quakers fo far as 
E* I could ever hear, not to pray at all in their fa- 
' *® milies; or if<done, it is ſo ſeldom, and by fo few, 
as will- hardly amount to an exception out of the 
* generality. I know a Quaker husband that will 
not pray with his wite, becauſe ſhe is not of his 
mind in Religion; though he hath ſo much of 
Chriſts ſpirit and Religion outwardly. in him, as 
, to pray conſtantly or frequently by himfelt, but 
Fs he pleaſeth not the Quakers, they declare their 
| Qiflike of him (as I have been told by credible 
” relation) though he go to their meetings, he 
'F cannot aſſent to many things among them, and 
 -» uſeth at the hearing of their railing againſt faith- 
ful Miniſters to go out of the meeting, and can- 
not brook many things amons them , and they 
# _ are greatly offended at him : Prayerleſs families 
| - they are, they do not worſhip God in their fa- 
| , milies, as is and hath been the conſtant commen- 
*dable practice of Gods people, warranted by 
* Scripture, and confirmed to the {ſouls of the faith- 
* , fol by their unanſwerable feeling and experience 
| from time to time. Je know that family-prayer 
and worſhip, as in ufe amons us. arid contradi- 
Ia Red by the Zrakers and ungodly families among 
- us, is from God, artd all that condemn it, are 
F * thi reby convict to be enemies of praycr and pro- 
- * fane families which call not upon God. 
 _, 4 Their dumb and filent publick meetings is 
| . # evidence the Religion of prayer is cf little're- 
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(19) tha 
gard among them ; theſe kind of meetings;are 
not ſeldom with them, and they approve them |. ? 
Penn calls theſe ſilent meetings a deep and filent *? 
exerciſe of ſpirit God-wards; in waich bleſſed * - 
communion is enjoyed, and refrethments that out- 
do all worldly ſatisfation : A new nickname 
pag. 126, 

5. Their grand principle of the Light within 
is not conſiſtent with right prayer; for their prin- 
ciple is, That every man hath a Light within 
him, which is eminently a Chriſtians rule, becauſe. 
of its preſent,immediate and certain direRion and 
knowlcds, and the Scripture at moſt but a kind _ * 
of declaratory and fecondary rule ; Penn's Reaſon . ©: 
againſt railing, pag. 49. In a word, their principal | 
writers, Pen, Whitehead, Fox, Burroughs, Smith, ". 
and others make .the Light within more than a” 
creature or created light, they make it God and 
Chriſt, they make it full of all wiſdom,goodgefs, 
power,unchangeable in lignt, and life, and love, _ 
having all power in heaven and earth in it. If fo,” 
what necd any man pray ? I thallin another wri-" Þ 
ting to come forth quickly, for ought I know, .- 
prove by plentiful citati ns out of the Quakers "8 
Writings,all this, and much more,affirmcd by them __ * 
of the Light within. It is in vain to pray if eve- 
ry man have ſuch an all-tuificient and {elf{uficient. * 
principle within him,call it by what name you wills * 3 

6. I know ſome that once were Qzaters, and” 
now are *turned to be of us, and are” one with the » * 
truth, and they 4o lament their, former darkneſs 

; n 4 . and 


Lag > 


3 
-— 7 


Te 110 83 
and deluſion, and plainly ſee that they were miſ- 
Jed, and were in etror, and did not pray while 
. they were Quakers, nor durſt nor could, as now 
| they'do; and they are eſtabliſhed in the truth, 
and are conſtant in Cloſet-prayer, and Family- 
prayer, and in private and publick with the Lords 
Miniſters. and people; and they are delivered 
from all thoſe fears and chains, and bonds, and 
diffatisfaQtion, and ſoul-anguiſh which they were 
in, and groaned under while they were Quakers, 
and ſtrove and laboured , and uſed all poſhble 
means to attain to quiet and peace of Conlcience 
in the Quakers way, and could not ; but were 
brought even to the brink of death and deſpair, 
,and could no way eaſe their ſouls, but by retur- 
” ning to us, and to pr ayer and communion with 
us, and now they have joy and peace, and afſu- 
rance,.and are latisfied in their ſouls, and lead 
fober, and righteous, and godly lives,and are moſt 
- z2alous for praver, and are envied and maligned 
. byghe Quakers ;, fuch 1 do know, and they know 
that I ſay the truth. 
» 7. Let perfons be in never fo great extremity, 
as fick and dying perſons, women with child,and 
"70 ; troubled Conlciences, melancholy and diſtratted 
&. ones, I fiever heard or read any prayers at all 
} , Made unto God for them by any Quater,though 
” they were their own profelytes. Bur I have been 
2 _ credibly told of fome ſick relenting Qua' ers up- 
£ their- death- -beds, who have deſired the pray- 
Ts of godly praying perſons among us, and their 
re- 
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relations being Qzzkers have hindered,and would ' 7 
not pray themſelves, nor did any Quaker pray ,. 
with them, nor do they uſe to pray with one, = 
another, though they trequently meet, and viſit 2 
ſick profelytes and friends (as they call one ano- 
er) they Co not pray themſelves, nor are wes. 
illing that any of us ſhall come to their friends... 
and pray by them, and inftru& and help them by by 
prayer. If they would nor ſuffer us to pray with  _ } 
them, they might pray themſelves, either they 
cannot pray, or if they can and will not, they } 
are the more.to be blamed as void of Chriſtian .* 
compaſſion, which would compell them to pray 
to God for fick and dying perions, and fuch as | 
be in extremity ; this doth evidence that they, "0 
are no people of prayer, and make no uſe of pray- * * 
er. For if ever people pray, they will doit in ©»! 
miſery and extremity, Hof. 5: alt. S 
8. It is ſcarce poſſible that a through-Qu Cc 
ſhould be a praying Chriſtian, or a righgChriſti-., 3 
an at-all. By a through-Qzaker I mean one that” = 
holds the Light within #0 be God and Chriſt, . ; 
and above the Scriptures ; fuch be their Captains ®. } 
and foreleaders, who fo maintain by their wri= 
tings, and avow and defend for their chief prin* 4.4 
ciple, and the ſoul and life of all their Religion... 
Such an opinion is rank blaſphemy, and howſueh 4 
an opinion ſhould dwell in the breaſt of a 'pray=. 3 
ing gracious foul, is beyond rational charity-a8 tl 
conceive, where the. opinion takes "hold of th Vos. 
heart, and enters into: the fouf, and engagett®-7 
0... ay 
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Many of them, who manifeſt no leſs by their blind 
@ zeal in writing, preaching, and always to proſe- 
lite fouls to the Light within, the Quakers Da- 
© gon, in blaſphemy of the true God and Chrift, 
i 0. Their great talk of PerfeQion, and railing 
at us for denying a finleſs perfe&tion by juſt wat- 
rant of Scripture, and the experience of all faith- 
ful fouls, is a ftrong ſign that they are groſly 
proud, and felt-i ignorant, and know nothing of 
true prayer. If they had the ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplications in them, they would talk- at ano- 
ther rate, they would be more upon their knees, 
confeſſing their great wants and imperfections, 
, and underſtand themſelves and perfection better, 
# before they affirm fo confidently, and ſlander us 
"Þ malignantly, concerning this matter. I cannot 
ut chere dete& the Qzzkers grols hypocriſie, 
F. » who inſinuate into the minds of people, that we 
g * rh loole Do&trines, and leac| people to ſin,by 
# , denying*the Doctrine of fialels perfection to Saints 
i © in this lite, and that they are molt holy and pure 
# ” teachers; when. as it is known and evident, That 
"the ground why we are hated and oppoſed by all 
_ forts of ungodly ones, is becaule we teach ſuch 
=”, pure and clean Do&rine, and open to ſinners the 
x nature and neceſſity of Regeneration, Repens 
% tance, Heavenly-mindednefs, living by: Faith, and 
- the power of Godlinefs; theſe Truths we teach 
” and prels upon fouls, and therefore they cannot 
£2 - endure us, but cxprelſs the {ame ſpirit of rancor, 
"AM - and 
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b, the heart and life as it doth: in all appearance in 
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and perſecution and malignity againſt the truth | 
and its followers, with' the {e. oy and many - "7 
of them turn Qzakers and Papiſts, and 'go where "2 
they can hear ſoothing teachers, and fleſh-plea- 
ſing Dorines; and yet the Quakers would blind 

the world that we teach licentious Doctrines, 
when it is notorious,and I could bring many that 

will not endure ſuch Preachers as I, and multi- 
tudes may* not be permitted to preach ptiblickly, 
and we can preach in no place, but Satan by one _ 
or other is ſ{ccking to hinder us, and particular- 

ly I was hindered and denied to preach the two 
Sermons herewith annexed at the place appointed; 

and the. bottom cauſe of all is becaufe we teach 
clean Scripture-do&rine, fuch as mens Jufts will ©, Þ 
not abide; and yet do Qzakers flander us to the* *. 3 
world as patrons of fin, and preachers of imple-, + 


ty, becauſe we deny a difference between a glo-",  *4 
rified Saint in heaven , and an imperfe& perfeth -- . * 


Saint on earth. We maintain a perfe@ion ſuch... . * 3 
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dermining theſe, while in pretence and pid 
they ſeem to be moſt for them; but I; | 
but a praying-{pirit in them, and right felf-a&” 7? 
quaintance, they would be more. humble, and not *."# 
make a derifion of the ſober and\penitent con-- 
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feſſions: of humble. praying ſouls among us; pray- 
er would teach them to. know themſelves better, 
and be more in ſelf-humbling and foul-affliting, 
and ſelf-judging exerciſes, confeſſion and prayer, 
This is a great ſign they are none of thoſe which | 
are worſhippers of the true God by prayer; to | 
talk of finleſs perfeion, argues much unacquain- 
tance with prayer , though Jeſus Chriſt prayed, 
yet in. that he was ſpotleſs and perfe& beyond all 
humane attainments, he had other reaſons and 
motives to prayer than we, and was not obliged 
to it upon thoſe grounds that we are. Penn will 
yield, and his friends the Quakers (Treatiſe of 
Oaths, p. 12,) Lefſante ratione legs , leſſat lex, 
 Chrift having no lin and ſoul-wants as we have, 
+. the law of prayer could not oblige him as it 
'B doth us; it was from his own voluntary ſuſcepti- 
, #% On and undertaking that he became 1ſubje& to the 
- *» Law; but we be all reedy wanting creatures, de- 
+ filed with fin, and guilty before God, . by nature 
& / and Chriſtianity doubly obliged to prayz were 
= *> Wee perfealy perfet there would be . no need. of 
G: Payer; their afſcrting of ſuch a perfeftion be- 
_*- wrayeth them to be ſclf-ignorant;prayerleſs ſouls, 
= - ; knowing nothing by heart-knowledg and experi- 
> , ence, what true prayer is. WE 

. . 10. If report be true, when they, do pray (for 
{have heard and believe that- ſometimes they 
ray) their praying hath nothing of confeſſion of 
7 «+ fin, and begging forgiveneſs of ſin. I;am ſure ſuch 
£., - prayer is not Goſpel-prayer, no more than a man 
Wn | 15 


_ prayer. They are in their own eſteem marvellous. 
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13 4 true man without ahead or heart: Confefſion 
and petition of forgiveneſs, are principal parts of 
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pure this while, if the report be true, whick [ 
do not maintain,but deliver it as famed and cre=- 
dibly reported, and there is much preſumption to 
believe ir. 

11. It is common and cuſtomary (with many 
of them at leaſt) at their meals to give no thanks, 
neither before nor after; and of thoſe that give 
thanks; [ think it is not conſtantly, and I queſtion 
whether any of them give thanks at all after 
mear. E. 
12, This is their great aſſertion, That prayer - } 
is not to be done without the motion »of the. . * | 
Light within z this Per doth expreſly own-to * * 
be the Quakers faith, A new nickname, &c. p. 122. 
I have ditcourſed with tome of them, who have 
confeſſed to me that they never pray without a 
motion from the ſpirit, and that in many years 
they have not had any motion to prayer. I am 
certain this is none of Chriſts tpirit;. .That ſpigas.” « : 
that will let them live whole years without pray-" 9 
er, if it be true to its principles, will permit them -* ; 
to live all their days without prayer. I dare ap- + - ? 
peal to the Quakers themſelves, if in many years MR 
time they have had one fuch motion to Pray : 2 
as they take to be a warrantable 'motion  . 
Light within: they blaſphemouſly call the Zi 
rit, and ſo father. their grols impiety and 
gion upon God; they care not" pray without-a.-/ 
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_ 'mvhich;depend upon ſuch motions to prayer as a 
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motion from. the Light within, 'leſt they ſhould 
run in their own ſtrength. Ah hypocrites ! Is 
this your tender reſpe& to the ſpirit, to live 
whole.years without prayer, to wait for moti- 
ons and infpirations, and revelations, and account 
it will-worſhip and impiety to imitate David, 
Daniel, Cornelius, all praying Saints, in frequent 
prayers? The Spirit of God in Scripture-times 
was wont to move the Saints to daily frequent 
prayer, fo it moveth us and all praying Saints. 
We are. lure that ſpirit that contradi&eth and 
overthroweth himſelf and his own kingdom, . can- 
not be of God; your light and ſpirit moveth 
not to -prayer þut when you. will, and when you 
ſhall ſo fancy. Goodly praying ! you ſay you 
pray when the ſpirit would have you; but in- 
deed it- is not ſo, for you pray but when you 
will, and when your heart ſhall put you upon jr. 
For the Spirit and the Scripture agree in one; 
and,Scripture bids us.to be imitators of Chriſt 
and the Saints, to pray without ceaſing; . which 


& import no leſs than that we embrace all op- 


” * Portunitics of prayer, and calls to prayer; and 
© + 
48, £ 


that is not- when we will, but when the Lord 


Ws will; ani the Lord would have us to pray fre- 


quently, to pray: for our daily bread , and for- 
-giveneſs of fin; to pray as often as we have god- 
ly reaſons to pray,to walk with God by prayer, 
40. abound- in prayer, to. feed our: fouls by daily 
prayerin;Certainly you are no--praying people 


man 
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, man may live a "thouſind years, and never have :: 
if one year, why not two, why .not ten, , why- 1 


T not more ?- there's death in that foul, whole foul 
pe doth not conſtrain him to earneſt ſrequent prayer, 
It is error, pride and ſloth, ' and guilt, which 
- bung vp the mouth of the foul from prayer 1o 
G long together, and that too juſtified as godly 4 
t and molt pleaſing to God,. 4 
| - 13» The Quakers 1 in this ſeem to be the ſame - 4 
4 with. many impious, ungodly, prayerlefs perſons 


and families among us, 'who have all the ſymp 
L tomes of death and carnality upon © them z, yet 
many among us that do not pray, " they 


s will coffmend and praite thoſe thit do pray, and 
4 will confels that they ſhould pray 5 but we can” * 
g not for our lives get them to pray, not fo much 
as outwardly. What difference in this:hetween a 


prayerleſs drunkard, and a prayerleſs* Quaker? a 
z | prayerlets worldling, ' and wanton, and Tiyearer, 
' and a prayerlefs Quaker ? the Quakers lay people 
are not to pray till they have a motion from the 
4 | Light within; I dare fay, let the Light within, 4 5 
4 lone, and {ay nothing to it, and it ſhall nev&” '»] 1 
move any Quaker, or ungodly foul to pray: ml We. 
death, and the flames of hell ſhall awake them; * w 
there are many among us, fome ſwearers, ſome ® 
drunkards, ſome worldlings, ſome proud, ſome * ? 
perlecutors, ſome ratlers, lome ſenſualifſts and un- 5 
clean, but yet in this they all agree that they ae" 
prayerleſs, impenitent {ouls. So though the "Duan © 
kers dilter in many _— from hes people, bis, 
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this they agree, that they are both prayerlels, 
they Fall not upon God. Some among/ us are 
1gnorant and know not how to call upon God, 


Fuch alſo are many Quakers ; put them to pray, 


and' I dare be bold to ſay they have no knowledg 
and $kill to call upon God, it is apparent by con- 
ference with them, reſting in the Light within, 
and living maniteſtly in: the luſts of ignorance ; 
what is it that keeps ungodly fouls from prayer ? 
the ſame,ſetting aſide their error, keeps the p.m 
kers from prayer, Þle tell what keeps me from 
prayer, when my Conſcience and the Light with- 
in moves me to prayer, my ſloth and lazipeſs, my 
deadneſs,: want” of life and hunger, and Tpirit in. 
my ſoul, and a ſenſe of death and judgment, and 
eternity ; if I ſhall go to prayer as often as I am 
moved, and ſhould pray according to the convi- 
&ions of my Conſcience, O how much more fre- 
quent and inſtant ſhould I be in prayer ! Iſhould 
go to my relations, people, and neighbours, and 
eyery day ſpend many hours in weeping,and pray- 
xs, and ſupplications for my ſelf and all forts 


4. "throughout the world, I am ſure a pure andten- 
>, * der Conſcience can no more live without- daily 


conſtant /fervent prayer, than a fiſh can live out 
of the water, or nature can fubſiſt without air, 
and food, and ſleep, and clothes. If the Quakers 
take themſelves to be eminent ſingular Saints in 
this, they nwuft have for their fellows-(like to like) 


”” . the fleſhly.and profane, and ungodly ones among 


us, - whom,,we cagnot þut pity, and our hearts 
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bleed and'mourn for them night and day, as loſt- 

{ouls, living wzthout God, without Chriſt, with- 

4 out prayer in the world, We. have within: us a ' 
fleſhly part, though it do not reign as ir doth in 


2 the ungodly; ſo tar as the fleſh and carnality is 
” in us, it is full of all manner of fleſhly reatons a-- 
k Sainſt prayer, and is the great enemy of prayer, 


: keeping us from prayer , deadning vs in prayer, 
> corrupting our prayers, hating ſpiritual conſtant 


wa tervent prayer as the moſt ſin-killing, duty in the 
. world; and the ©uakers could hardly deviſe a 
: more fleſh-pleaſing Do&rine than never to pray --.. 
/ without a motion from the Light within ; for 3 
1 | in all imperitent ones the darkneſs is ſtronger *'# 
] than the light, and the ſtronger party will have Þ 
a the caſting-vote, and all muſt be. as the ruling 


principle ſhall fay. For though the Light may 
: move, yet it will be but a weak motion,and the FE 
] motion of the darkneſs, or flethly part will over- - &*? 
come .and drown the light , and brings it under : 


: habitually; and thence it is that carnal ſouls can 6, 
: be 1o ſecure in fin, and ſleep each .day and hour q 
: over damnation; and that which ſhould moyg + 7 
: them, to prayer, the Light within, is overpowrg@ . 
| by the darkneſs, and fo an impenitert foul, a 0. 
| Ouaker, or any other, may live a ſecure fleſh- 


pleaſing life all his days, and never have one effe-.*,” ® 
Aual motion to'prayer , if he be ruled by the” 
Light* within, and reſt in that ; but when Rege- "2 
neration comes into the ſoul, then the eale is "t  - 
tered, there is put into the ſoul a' fpirit of erace* 3 
] 4 1 . *and LN | 
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and ſupplications,: the light then prevails hahitn- | 
" ally. and there is a kind of continual exerciſe -of 
the ſoul by internal prayer, and 4 daily frequent 
putting on to folema Rated prayer, except it he 
in cale of fome groſs ſm ſtunning the Conſci- 
ence for the preſent, .or.unutual deadneſs and le- 
thargy upon the toul: ſaving thele cafes , the 
heart of a Saint. is iull of holy motions to prayer; 
and beiides continual mental ejaculatians,dorh put; 
on and incite the foul to ſtated ſolemn, prayer, 
day by day, fecretl;, privately and..-publickly, 
' through the conitant renewings and communicati- 
” ons of the {pirits help: to the foul. , . Ws 
BY 14. The @nakers hypocriſie is {o evident in mas 
4 ny things. that we are juſtly warranted to fear 
and 1utpedt either that they do not pray at all, 
or hut ;the prayers of hypocrites. To inſtance in 
2 all the particulars of their hypocriſie. would not 
be convententhere. I mean to make it a particu- 
©. hae tybject by it ſelf, having two Sermons by me 
*of hypocrilic, which I purpole for ought I know 
as f50n as I can hive time to publiſh with rational | 
exidences and inſtances,that Qzuakeriſm at the bot- 
| 1s mcer and rank hypocrifie, At preſent I 
Ihall give this one inſtance, ar.2 3. it is there made 
” * a*mark and praQtiſe of hypocrites to-admire and 
» --- ,commend, and praiſe dead Saints and Martyrs, 
© and to hate and perſecute, and condemn, and ſe- 
LL . Parate from living Saints ; this is evident-in the 
by. | Quakers: Pen in the name of them all doth pro- 
F- felis high eſteem of the Erghſh Martyrs, and firſt 
* 8 | On 
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Reformers of Religion from the ſuperſtitions and 
idolatries of Popery : ; Truth exalted, p.6. But 
now we that be of the tame Faith and Religion 
e with the Martyrs, and have the fame fpirit of 
- || | grace and fupplications, the fame Scriptures, the” 
- lame Creed, the ſame Baptiſm and Lords Supper,. 
8 the ſame Communion of Saints, and perfilt in the _ 
; ſzme truth and gedlineſs, againſt all tuperſtition, 
io herefie and Popery, and arc equally. -deteſted by 
. Papiſts, as were the Martyrs and firſt Reformers';' 
the Quakers join with Papſts, and lay moſt grie- 
, vous crimes to our charge, as the vileſt people in 

the world; thele are his words, Quateriſm a new © 


7 nicanames, Cc. P.165. In thecarth there is 4 
; not any thing fo fantaſtical, conceited, proud,  «þ 
» | railing, bulte --hody, and ſometimes ignorant, 4s a 
] {fort of - Prieſts to me not unknown, who .think 
. their coat will bear out> their worſt expreſſions” 


tor Religion, and *praftiſe an havghty reviling” 
for -Chrift, as one of the greateſt demonſtrations .* 4 
* | oli rhew zzal; an il]-bred and pedantick crew, 
the bane of realon, and peſt of: the world , the- * 
old. incendiaries to. milchief, and the beit to 
ſpar'd of mankind; againſt whom the boiling ven- 
Seance of an irritated God-is ready to be poured” | 
out to the deſtruction of {uch, it they repent not, 
and turn from their abominable- deceits, ——— 
Lord forgive him, he knows not what. he {q 
It is paſt my. power to convince ſuch twice me 
dened Conſciences. It is manifeſt to all im 
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ray _ 

ſpirit, and' converfation. The Quakers praiſe and 
commend them, they. utterly condemn us, they 
make us as dead unfavoury alt, good for nothing 
| but to be abominated by all z this is rank and 
groſs hypocrifie. We join them in this with Pa- 
piſts, who are great admirers of dead Saints, and 

Wand perſecute the living 3 and though the 
axkers do not kill us, they do by their Books 

and Principles ſend us all to Hell. Qu: convens- 
. "nant #72 alique tertio, conveniunt inter ſe. The lame 
ſpirit that reigns in the one is in the other. They 
| declare themſelyes to be hypocrites,and therefore 
if they pray at all, we may fear their prayers are 
; animated with hypocriſie and a fpirit of pride and 
'.  malignity. | ; 
-- I5. 90 prime and pure a part of Religion as 
prayer, were it in them as it is in real Saints, 
.-- could not- be hid, but would be conſpicuous to 
' - © the world, as it hath ever been,*and is ſtill at this 
” , day among-all faithful ſouls. 
; - 16, For though the foul and heart of prayer 
? **be within, and feen only to God and thole that 
| + pfys yet the tongue and members have their 
| , Part inallpublick prayers, and prayer with others; 
{- , "and where there is no external prayer in ſuch 
- * Caſes, there is. no due and regular prayer, for 
. - We are to pray with the ſpirit and with the un- 
{'* ,denſtanding alfo, that the people may -be <dified, 
+ and. "thoſe which join may fay, Amer. Our Di- 
= vinesdo juſtly write againſt the Paps##s for having 
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, worſhip in the Zative tongue, and: per- 
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tongues,and bodily ſervice in the worſhip of God, 


forming it ſo as the people cannot underſtand -  ' 
what it means. And in this Quakeriſm doth ſym- 
bolize with Popery, by ſticking in internal concet- 
ted prayer, and aboliſhing the right uſe of our 
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in conjun&ion with the ſpirit and' internal part; 
there is no oppoſition between internal and ex- 
ternal prayer, nor do they conſtitute two ſpecies 
or different ſorts of prayer, no more than the 
inward and outward man do conſtitute two men,” 
for both ſoul and body do make but one entire _ 
man. And ſo external and internal prayer do 
make but one entire prayer z and where we are 
to pray with others, external prayer is requilite, 
which feems to be little in uſe or practite with-. 
the Quchers. _ 

And for proof hereof, - and the right under- 
ſtanding of prayer, I ſend them to the Sermons 
aforeſaid, to which I ſhall here add a Catalogue ". * 
of pure Scriptures promiſcuouſly and without any. . © 
order or method, that from Gods own mouth, 
they and all that have eyes to ſee may learn and *- 
underſtand the neceſſity and excellency of pray, . 
and} the great eſteem and veneration which isdue .” / 
ta. prayer, and of how great intereſt and ae-", ©: 
count it is in the ſaving Religion of Jeſus Chriſt.  ? 
Let Proteſtants as well as Quakers fee to them- 
m4 » 2nd each take warning to their own/ * 
ouls. 
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Pal. 534; Have the workers of iniquity no know. 
tedg ? who eat up my people as they eat bread : they | 
bave xt called upon God. 

Job 21.14, 15, They ſay unto God, Depart from 
#4, for we d:fire not the knowleds of thy ways ;, 
wwat 75 the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him ? and 
What profit ſhould we have if we call upon his name ? 
1 $2. 12.23, God forbid *hat I ſhonld ſin a- 
gainſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for you. 

* Job 27. 10, Will the hypocrite delight himſelf in 
the Almighty ? will he always call upon God ? 

_ - Þb 15. 4, Thou-caſteſt off fear, and reſtraineſt 


prayer before Got. 


Ter- 10. 25, Pour out thy fury npen the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the families that call 
ot on thy names, for they have eaten up Facob, and 
deunred bum, and: conſumed him, and have made 
bas babitation acfolate The like allo, Pſal. 79.67. 
Us. 55- 6. Seck, yenbe Lord while he may be 


S found ;, call ye pon him while ke 15 near. 


"#* Rot. 5. 15, 1 will go and return to my place, till 
they ack-owled? their offence, and ſeck my face ;, in 
Tr affliction they will ſcek me early. 


© "Prov. 15-8, Tye ſacrifice of the wicked 1s an a- 
* Fomeination to the Lord, but the prayer of the up- 


"right i: bis. delight . | 


Y ..* 


®-x Tim. 2: 8, ] wi | therefore that men pray every 
"where, lifting up holy hands without wrath and 


TY doubting. 


-.. 3 Thef. 5. 17, Pray without ceaſing. 
"Cal. 4 2. (ontitue in prayer, and watch in the 
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ſame with thanksgiving Ver, 3, Withall, praying 


alſo for us, that God would open unto u1 a door of mt= 
rerance, to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt, for which I ans 


alſo in bands. Ver. 4, That I may make i mani- 


feſt as I ought to ſpeak, Ver. 12, Epaphras, who . 


75 one of you, a ſervant of Chriſt, ſalmteth you, al- 
ways labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye 
may ſtand perfeth and compleat in all the will of Ged. 

Phil, 4. 6, 7, Be careful for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thaukggiving, 
let your requeſts be made known unto God, and rhe 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, ſtall. 
keep your- hearts and minds through Chriſt Jeſus. 


Ephel 6. 18, 19, Praying always with all prayer 
#- 4nd ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watching thereunts 
with all perſeverance, and ſupplication for all Saints, 


and for me. | 
I Per. 3. 12, The eyes of. the Lord are over the 


righteous, and his ears are open unta their prayers. © 
Mar. 9:28, 29. And when Feſus was come into” 

the houſe , his diſcip'es asked him privately, why. 

could not we caſt him {the Cumb lpirig] out f and he- 


ſaid unto them, this kind can come forth gy 701 
but by prayer and faſting. Mat. 26. 41. Luk. 22. 
40. Mark 14. 38, Watch and pray, leſt ye enter ia 
to temptation. 


Zach. 12.10, / will pour upon the houſe of Dar. 


vid, and upon the inhab;taats of Jeruſalem, the ſpi- 
' Tit of grace and ſupplications, and they fall look wporr 


me whom they bave pierced, and they fall mourn for. »... 


him, « one. mourneth fer his only ſong and ſhak bei 


bittery, 


# 
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Ep 126") 
be for bim, as one that ts it bitterneſs for hit. 
Bo. 6, 7 =born. | | | 5 

"uh AR, 1. 14, The Apoſtles all continued with one ac- 

_ cordin prayer ard ſupplication,- with the women, and 
 -_ Uary the mother of Jeſus, and with his brethren. 
i» Ver. 24, and they prayed and ſaid, Thou Lord, &c. 
E: . At. 3.1, Peter and Fohn went up tovether into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour, 
AR. 4-24, They lift up their voice to God with 
one accord,and ſaid, Lord,thou art God, &c. Ver.1. 
And when they had prayed, the place was ſhaken 
where they were aſſembled, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt. 
AR.6.4, We will give our ſelves continually ta 
prayer, and to the miniſtry of the word. 

The Saints are deſcribed by ſuch as call onthe 
name of the Lord, AZ. g. 14, 22. 1Cor. 1. 2. 
; "wa AR- 9. 11, Enquire for one called Saul of Tarſus, 
| **. for behold, he prayeth.” | 
= - A&t. 22. 16, Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh a- 

þ. , wey thy ſins, calling on the name of the Lord. 
ki» AR.7. 59, 60, And they ſtoned Stephen, calling 
' uiter God, and ſaying, Lord Feſus recerve my ſpirit. 
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| *" Andhe kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 

. + © Lord lay. not this ſin to their charge. 

+ Att 9.40, Peter put them all forth, and kneeled - 
| *  dowh andprayed, and turning him to the body, ſaid, 
:. Tabitha ariſe, and ſþ2 opend her eyes ;. when ſhe ſaw 
Peter, ſhe ſat up. | es 
By. AR.10:1;2, Cornelius adevout man, and one that 
© feared God with alls bus houſe which gave much alms 
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| 7 NOREEN * 70 
to the people, and prayed to God alway. V-4-3 1, Thy.-- 
| prayers & thine alms are Come up for a memorial before | 
C- God. Ver. 30, Four. days ago I was faſting until * 
A | thi hour, andat the ninth hour I prayed in myhenſe, 
7 and behold, a man ſtood before me in bright clothing.” * 
6 Ver.g, Peter went up upon the houſe-top to pray,about +: 
0 the ſzxth hour. : GL, 4 
-, 1 Tim. 5.5, She that 15 a widow indeed, and de- 
h ſolate, truſteth in God, and contizmeth in ſupplicati- 
k ons and prayers night and day. 
2 Luk. 2. 36, 37, Anna a widow of above four ſcore 
d and four years departed not from the temple,but ſerved 


Goa with faſtings and prayers night and day. 


0 Luk. 21. 36, Watch ye therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accountcd worthy to eſcape all |; 
e theſe things which ſhall come to paſs, and to fland be= * 
fore the fon of man. lt, ” JM 
: Jam. 1. 5, If any of you lack wiſdom, let him ask,_ 
| of God that giveth to all men liberally,and upbraideth © * 
= not :, and it ſhall be given him. A 


Jam. 5. 13, Is any among you affiitted ? let bus I 
Fl pray. Ver. 14, Is any ſick. among you? let byy * 
L . ſend for the elders of the Church, and let them fity'.. * 


© 


, over him, Ver. 15, And the prayer of faith ſhall * 
ſave the ſick, and the Lord ſvall raiſe bim up,*'and 


ff. if he have committed ſinsthey ſhall be forgiven him. 
, Ver. 16, The effett ual fervent prayer ofa righteous © 
; | - man availeth much. Ver, 17, Elias was a man 
|, ſubjeth to like paſſions as we are, and he prayed ear- 
neſtly that it might not rain; and it rained not onthe+ 
earth by the ſpace. of three years and ſix manths. | 

| Ver.” 7 
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, , fain, and theearth brought forth her fruit. 
” _-,Rom. 8.26,27, The ſpirit helpeth our tnfirmities 
for we k;:ow not what we ſhould pr ay for as we ought; 
- but the ſpirit it ſelf maketh enterceſſion for us, with 
groenings which cannot be uttered, And he that ſear- 
"cheth the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the ſyi- 
rit, becauſe he makzth interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
cording to the will of God. Þ 
Dan. 9. 3, 4,@c. I ſet my face untothe Lord God 
#0 ſee; by prayer and ſupplications, with faſting and 
Jachcloth and afhes. And I prayed unto the Lord 
+ aud wade my confeſs10n, and ſaid, O Lord, &c., 
'V. 20, And whiles I was ſpeakgng and praying, and 
- Confeſſing my ſin, and the ſin of my people Iſrael, and 
preſenting awy ſupplication before the Lord my God, 
* for the holy mountain of my God. V. 21,2%,2;.Tea, 
E , Whies 1 was ſpeaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel 
| Soxched me, and talked with me, and ſaid, O Daniel, 
. At the beginning of thy ſupplication the Commandment 
«Cave forth, and 1 am come to ſhew thee ; far thou art 
by greatly beloved. | 
F- #Mar. 11.47, My houſe ſhall be called of all Na- 
.#eons the howſe of prayer. | 
« .Pial. 50. 15, Call upon me in the day of trouble, F 
wil deliver thee, and thou (halt glorifie me. 
| 3 Revel 5.8, The four Beaſts, and four and twenty 
«Elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one 
-of them harps, and golden vials full of oavurs, which 
 aarethe proyersof. Samts. atk 
PF YN Revels8.:3,.4, An Angtl came and ſfood at the 


altar, 


F* Ver. 18. And be prayed again, and the htaven gave. 


_— 


a ow re : © tt F® hte ew bob not AA A; ty yoo, 


LS 


—- —_ ww 


_— SO. 


| 10. Att.-12. 5, 12. Af. 16, 13,16. 1'Tom. 4.5. 
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altar, having a golden cenſor, and there was given  . | 
tnto hins much incenſe, that he ſhould offer 'it with -. 
the prayers of all Saimts' upon the golden altar, which. #- *\ 

was before the throne. And the ſmoke of the incenſe . ** \ 
which came with the prayers 'sf the Saints, afcen- © 

ded up before God ont of rhe Angels banda; 

rage ct Feſus Jpake parable mito _ to this 
ena, that men ought always cf#prays 'ana motto 
faint. Ver. 7, Sha M: G27 ban cer elect, 
which cry day-aga night unto him, though he bear 
long with them ? , 34, "rot 

But I cannot ſtay to tyrite out more at large, 1 

ſhall turn you to places of Scripture*concerning #S. 
prayer, well worthy.of peruſal.' A{:'8.22.: Mar. © 
6. 6.. Mat. 7.7, 8,9, 10,11; In, 111, 2; and fo 
on t0'v. 14. Gen; 4, 26. Gen. 18:23, to the end. * 
Gen. 19418, 19, 20, 21, 29. Gen. 32.24, & 0. com- 
pared with Hof. 12.4. P/al. 109.4. Pſal. 102, title. 
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& v. 17, 18, Pſal. 32.6. Foh.14. 13, 14. -F0h.16. 7 $ 
23, 24. Rom, 12.12. 1 Tins:2: 1,2, 3-1 Joh.5. 14s » 
15. Fud. 20. Heb.13.18, Heb. 5.9. Luk; 3.21,2. © 


Luk 9. 29. Har. 1. 35. Lith, 22.40, 41, 425 435 . g 2 
4445, 46.” Mar. 14. 32, to40. Mat: 26% 39,'to% 3 
45. Luk, 6. 12, Att. 2.42. 1 Pet.3.7., 1Theſ-3.- 


1 Pet.-4. 7. Phil. 1: 4, 19: Rom. 10:13. AtF-2.21;” 

Exod, 17.11, 12. 1 Chrow.4,10: 1'Cor.17.g1 2 Cor. © 

I. 11. Exod.32,10,11, &c, Iſa. 45-19. 1ja.451t.* 5 
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6 Excitations: to fervency:in prayer, and. expoſtulati- 
 * +- ons with my: ſoul-touching - my. deadneſs and. cold- 
©. © "meſs in-prayer, and manifold defetts in.prayer, 
i | Wen blind Bartimexs heard that it was Je- 
P W fus which paſſed by, he mattered not all 
the throng of people, but cried out, Fe/as, thou 
Son of David, have mercy ® me. «And when the 
people bade him hold his peace, he cxged out the more a 
great deal, Jeſus thou Son bf: Navid have mercy on. 
»:6. He was blind, ſo were not they. ; | he felt and 
2 knew better what it was to be without eye-fight 
** thanthey. did, and that made him not to regard 
their charge to hold. his peace. -Hunger and cold, 
and thirſt, and nakedneſs, and want, and indigen- 
cy, and pain, and . grief, .are the beſt inſtructors 
and monitors to prayer... Every thing in pain and 


# the Lord heareth them. The _—_— lions rore for 
> prey, and ſeth their meat. from God, The earth by 
- *® long drought being. chapt :and dry, cleaveth and 
* maketMchinks, and gapeth for rain, and ſhowers 
from above, Women in travel cannot refrain when 
their pangs come, they burſt forth into crys. The 


its bondage. Rachel being able to hold no longer, 
 Fbreaksforthiin crys to her- Husband as unto God, 
= .* Grove me children, or I die.. Facob being in feayyof 
zo his life-how earneligg he irrprayer ? Sampſon being 
” _ -Teadyto perith through thirſt, yet ſtrained him- 


Tha, 


burdened creature groaneth to be delivered trom 


ſelf] -- 


extremity Will cry out, The ravens cry for food, and. 
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ter” to fi ain and fetch .back his lite; AndChrift - 
himſelf at the approach. of death, andthe bittes 


cup he'was' to drink, being'tmitten with:ingocent © - 


tenſe and fore-apprehenfion of moſt grievous foul- 
affliting pains at hand,: prays three times, to his 
Father, and'that with ſtrong crying and rear6zand * 
being in an agony, he pfayed more earneſtly, and * , 
'his tweat in/ the cold' night; was, as it were great 
drops of;blood, falling to the ground, and an An- 
gel was ſent to ſtrengthen him. 

Hadſt thou, O my-toul;buta-right ſenſe of God, 
and fin, and eternal things, thu .couldſt not bur 
be elaquent and copious, arid fervent in-prayer. 
Thou prayeft, buthow ? <xceeding coldly, Forgs 
did not pray fo when he was-in the Whales belly. 
The thief upon the Grels did not pray 4p when 
he was ..entreating for his foul and life for ever. 
 Paxl did not pray fo when he was in; the:pangs 

« of the new birth, and the ſpirit of ___ -and ſup- 
plications was new given him. 7acob did not;pray 


{o whem:he wept and made ſupplications-to God, * 


a made an{wer to the Angel requeſting, Let me 
* I will not let thee g0 rill zhou haſt bleſſed me. 
if l were famiſhed, _—_ l pray no more eager- 
ly and hungrily for f d? If I were condemned 
to die, cout] beg ps harder for my {life ? df I 
were in pain'arft] torture, could 1 be fo indifferent 
for cale? If I were thirſt 
be -of drink ? whaxy-is the cauſe that 1 am:mor as 
inſtant for my ſoul as for my body ? "Ar#not the 
KR 2 wants 


# almoſt "acne firengeb; for Wa- 


y, how greedy theuld I 


ny 


wat. Wo 4: 1 
wants of -my ſoul as real; 'and far more'great? my 
- Savjopr hath told me, ' Seek firſt #3 nous of 
heaven and the' righteouſneſs thereof, and labour 
+ 220t for the food which periſheth, but 'for that which 
enduxeth to eternal life. T am ſure have far grea- 

- terreaſon'to be inſtant and importunate with God 

' Night and day in every prayer' I make to God 

+ for the forgiveneſs of {in paſt, for grace to ſub- 
due remaining fin, for, the continual favour of 
God, for witdom, holineſs and power to obey 

the commands of God, than 1 or any the moſt in- 
digent man' in the world: can have reaſon to beg 

" for his temporal hife,and corporal cafe and health, 
" and mercy to the body and outward man meer- 
ly as ſuch. 1s not my ſoul moſt precious ? Is not 
God moſt holy,great and jealous? Is not fin moſt 
.hainous? Is not fin within. me? doth it not dwell 

in me? doth it not ſtick in my bowels ? hath it 
-not gotten into my heart? hath it not poyſonedF 

- and infefted my nature? hath it not long conſu- 

, med the vitals of my foul? hath it not almoſt un- 
| .® . doneme, almoſt+been my everlaſting ruin, almoſt 
F made me-paſt all hope and help,and cure ? and ſhall 
I pray againft this as if I prayed not? ſhall I 
make God an Idol? ſhall I mock the Almighty ? 
ſhall I pray, Lord do fiot grant me my requeſt, 
| do not kill my fins, do nog make me holy, do not 
| + fave me from hell, do not bleſs me with thy grace 
| and favour, do not root up theſe vices of my 
heart? ſhall I beg one thing with my tongue,and* 
another thing with' my heart ? ſhall 1 diſſemble 
TIF: with 
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with God, and kill my foul,'and/add'to my fin, 
and aggravate my condemnation in hell:by cold 
hypocritical and dead praying'? what is the tm- 
port of thoſe words of Chriſt, 75khand ir fhall 
be given you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock; and it 
ſhall be opencd to you ? Do not theſe plainly im- 
port» a vehemency and contention of. ſpirit' in 
prayer, taking the Kingdom 'of Heaven by vio- 
lence, and ftriving to take: it as by ſtorm. 7ames 
faith, The effettual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much; not unleſs it be fervent and 
effetual. If I be Youble-minded, - wavering 
and indifferent whether God hear me or _ 
no, I muſt not think »to receive any. - thing * 
from, the Lord. The promiſe is not -to all-that 
pray, but to all that pray- in faith. "And faith 
will tell me -$hat God is to be called upon with 
all my might, that everlaſting glory cannot\.be 


g bought too dear, that —— torments be 


unmeaſurable'; if I pray "hot to be fayed from 
theſe, what will I pray for? Have 1 ever got any 
thing by cold, and dead, and heartleſs praying? 
Have I gained what I ſought for ? have I obtai- 
ned reward and bleſſing from God ? hath not Con- 
ſcience ſmitten me exceedingly ? hath not my 
ſoul languiſhed ? hath not ſin remained ſtrong as 
ever, and rather ſtronger ? hath not my heart. 
been cold? have I not felt a manifeſt loſs an@& 


want in all my converſation? have I not -gone' * 


with guilt and ſhame in my face, and forroy in; 
my eyes, and groans in my heart, far unlize'to; 
R 3 . ty 
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my af at '6thfEf times, when.my heart hath been 
 litced wplimi prayer; Alas! I am - juſt rnothing 
when'I am:celd and: idle in- prayer; | am weak 
Within, and. defeve .and-. diforderly,/without ; 
all that; converſe” wth me '.may ſoomy.perceive i 
 havebeenittle_in prayer, J.can-do. nothing as-1 
ſhouldido, 1 am. idle anc! liftleſs-in all, I do but 
trifte arid; bungle, 'ahd-my- uhCerſtanding is dark 
and. conftifed, my heatt 1s hardy; Lam ſtopt and 
ftraitned within ,- and-till- the Lord. looſen and 
enlarge. me; and give /me vent.in prayet, and fer 
my heart afloat againg I. ſadly weak.. O what 
if death; ſhould come vpon me in any: of. theſe 


®* fick fits, fin-fits I. may; call them, winter-nights 


to:iny ſoul, waſting/my ſtrength ,” bringing, me 
I9w.! O how well is it zvith. my foul. when I can 
gnd and feel my heart in prayer ! hew nothing is 
the world in mine eyes, how tender is Conlci- 
ence, 'how- odious is! fin, how ſtrong are my re-/ 4 
ſolutione,, what ground” have I againſt, Satan ! 1 
3m taller by the head'and ſhoulders than all my: 
laſts, than all -mine enemies; I maſter all my dif-. 


© ficulties, my.courage is invincible, my; hope im- 


pregnable , my charity. fervent, my-heart clean 
amd pure within, my affe&tions calm and regular, 
.my underſtanding full of heavenly notions, nvy | 
lips ate 'ready” to pour forth heart-warming and 
| Mart-melting diſcourſes to- all I meet; with; I can 
fmd ſome: good matter to talk of, and be prompt, 
and put-on boldneſs where ever I Come * though- 4 
' the world account it folly, my own heart eh 

| ingly. 
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ingly confutes their cenſure , and convinces me'- 


beyond doubt, ſpeak on for God and eternal lite, 
and be not ſtlent. + 

- Ah. foolich foul ! that art ſo backward to,/and 
inconſtant and cold- in this ſoul-enriching duty1O 
what havg I loſt to my ſelf and others' when I 
have loſt a little time in prayer ! how doth ga- 
tan watch when I omit prayer, when I do yt by 
the halfs, ang makes no ſwall advantage of it ? 
when will I pray-if not now? is there not a loud 
call to prayer ? is not-fin and judgment, iniquity 
and calamity an alarm to prayer, who ſhall pray 
if I and fuch as I do not pray, whole ofhce it is 
to pray? 4504 

© my God !. forgive me all my: omiſhons of 
prayer, alk my coldneſs, deadneſs, Jukewarmneſs, 
and. diftra&tions in prayer. O charge not upon 
me my many defe&s uttered to thy holy Majefty 
in prayer. O who is 4ufficient for this thing ? O 


teach me by thy ſpirit to pray ;, help my infir- . 


mities at all times in prayer. Circumcife my lips, 
load me with the ſenſe of my many and great 1 
wants 3 give meglways to pray in faith, to life®. ©? 
up pure hands without- wrath or doubting; let 
me be ſincere, humble: and afte&ionate, pouring 
out my foul unto thee. Q increaſe in me.wikdom 


_ and underſtanding to pray; make me skilful, teach 


me to plead with thee in-prayerz never forſake 
me in prayer, compell me, and prepare me to it, 
be with me in it, and uphold my heart in.a pray-- 
ing thankful frame between prayer and prayer, . 

| K 4 that ®!; 
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that I'may- always be lively, and ſpiritual, and 
broken, and- tender hearted.in prayer; and help 


| me to wait patiently for all the returns of pray- 
LA ery and I thank thee O my dear God forall thy 
, grace and mercy to my-:{oul in: prayer. How pre- 


\ cious are the thoughts thereot unto ne! how 


oregt is the ſum of them L | 
"© gyhat need is, there of fome to ſtand in the 
gap! Sin and juagment are never far aſunder. The 
whole Chriſtian world groaneth under the weight 


of fin. It is of the Lords mercies that we are not con- 


ſumed, and becauſe his compaſſions fail not. Jeſus 


Chriſt hath purchaſed for his | Saints acceſs with 


; *» boldneſs into the Lords preſence. [ have leave to 
- come at all times. I may tell the Lord my. whole 
/ heart, If I pray aright I am ſure = heard ; 


ſhall not I pray wha have an Intercefſor for me 


in heaven? ſhall I not do it at all becaule I can- 


not. do it as I would? Be but ingenuous, peni- 
tent. and fiacere,” and the Lord will be gracious 
tomhe, and both accept and help me ; now ismy 
EONS tims, now my ſoul, or never. Shortly 1 


mult dic and-pats into eternity, gghere is no'more 


time for prayer. In heaven-all, are happy. In hell 
it is'in vain to cry, Lozd#have mercy on ine. 

© Q-how would any oi, theſ2 wretches pray and 
preach were they in my ſtead ? how would they 
pour forth thair 1ouls.to God, and weep and pray, 
and trickle dovra ſhowres of tears. » O. what a 


 - plagues infidelity and a hard heart! Thou doft 
- not ſure, my 1oul, believe that there is another 


world, 
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world, that there is' any- other: life bye his, 
40" d 


_ and heartleſs in: this feryice of God'? canſt thou 


World, .Jews, and Gentiles, an4 carnal Chriſti- 
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how can I believe eternity, and-be & and -* > 
cold 'in--prayer'! O- how. can | fay:;'1 - bes, % 
lieve all that the Scripture {ays concerning ' * 
ſin and grace, heaven and hell, God afid the crea-- 
ture, time and eternity, and be no more-powerful im; 
prayer? who hath taught us to be {ſo diſtrated 


wat& and ' govern my ſelf without prayer ? 
watching ſever*'d from prayer is not the wat- 
ching "preſcribed by God: as prayer alone® 
without watching is but hypocriſte and a mocks 
ing of God, fo watching without / prayer is 
but waking idleneſs,' and a way of Satans contrive-/ 
ment. to undermine my ſoul , and ſupplant my 
faith. Covert to be a man of frayer z be ambi- 
tious' to be eminent in prayer; ſtudy the nature, 
the reaſons, and excellency of prayer, and incal-- 
cate prayer much to all my people. There are 
thouſands and millions .of poor ſinners in the' 


#*® 


ans, whom | am never like to ſee, or afford a- 
ny help tos Pray for them, pray for them, and” 
apain I ſay, pray .and faſt,, and pray for them. 
The times are evil, take 'occaſion thence to he 
more in prayer, Honour my God by prayer: - 
walk with him by prayer: play not the hypo- 
crite when I am upon my knees; take not the 
name 'of God in vain, Scanderbeg the Chriſtian 
Warriour fought ſo earneſtly, that the blood. : 
came 


| "(£1P') 
.came"qntiaf his mouthy'O be-thou' zealous in 
\ prayep-”  Fhow arr confending with the Almigh- 
F ty, thou art waging War with Satan, and-all the 
, Ppowers of Earth and Hel}; thou art «combating 
avith my luft;.' 'O be valiant in prayer, my foul, 
b- couragions, and the Lord will be with me. 
Thou arr- praying for the grefteſt matters in the 
World... If 1 tpeed not, I am undone; every 
prayer I make is of more weight to my ſoulghan 
-. the winning of a Kingdom... What {o. precious, 
; © as pardon, grace, and peace? would I not be a 
 _aman of Wiidom, Hyolinets, and Zeal, cotnpleat 
in all the Will of God? Is.not that the: thing'in 
mine eye, and moſt upon my hearty that I may 
be ſtedfaſt and unmovable, alwayes abounding 
in the work of the Lord? Why then my ſoul, 
be a wreſtler im prayer, pray with ſtrong crying 
and tears. Here is work for thee. Here thou 
art called to fighting, Here are no knotty con- 
- troyerfies, and intricate difputes, and tedious ar- 
Suings, Thou haſt to do with God in: the Name 
of 
" Thou ha todo with him alone 35 thow-mayſt fill 
my mouth with Arguments, thou mayſt freely 
tell him of all my grievances ; thou haſt leave to 
pray. for all things profitable, good and conveni- 
ent. Thou needeſt not to fear the weakneſs or 
inſulficiency of God. Open my mouth wide, and 
the Lord will fil me. Should it not delight my 
Joul to be in holy familiar converſe with God ? 
.Q that I had bur a hcart for prayer ! Q that 
F the 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt through the Holy Ghoſt. | 
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the. Lord would. pour upon me the ſpirit ofygrace 
and {upplications. O that I had but my-wiſhin 
prayer ,::thou ſhould foon ſee, O Satan, that - 
taith and prayer are mighty things through God,” 
down ſhould all my tuſts come; I would ſet my 
teet in the, neck of them all, and go from prayer 
in'the ſtrength. of the Lord more than Conque- 
ror.., Bat alas, my hands are feeble in prayer, my 
knees are weak, I wv to it with {mall delight, 
often, 60 I compel my telt to it , ®opportunjzry 
waiting, neceſhty driving, and Conſcience come 
manding. I am diſtrated in it, I am ſoon weary, 
I come- poorly off, my foes axe too hard for me. 
O Lord why. is-it' thus with me ? why 'go-I 
mourning. all tfday long, when the comforter 
which ſhould relieve my toul is gone from me? 
why withdraweſt thou thy {elf, and leaveſt me 
to. do.a work of the greateſt diſhculty and im- 
portance with little aid from above ? why do'F. 
ſeek thee forrowins, and look, and long with*- 
wiſhly expeRations tor thy return to my ſoul?- 
whygſþal mine enemies , yea*thine rather pre» - 
vail ?**Thou knoweſt that I am thin? , and not- 
mine own; thy name is nam'd upon me. Thy® 
glory mult needs be dear to thee, as my falva-" + 
tion 'is dear to me. Is it not for thy glory thay] 
hallow: thy name, and promote thy kingdom,dnd 
do thy will in the world ? O grant-me my-t& 
queſt, let, me have the thing which I have ſo fre= 


quently beg'd.,.I know dear God, the fault is. 4 
v holly, in me; far be it from me to juds my... * 
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Maker,. and put off my faults tothe moſt high. 
I acknowledg thine abundant mercy how pre- 
cious are thy thoughts unto me, O God-:'haw 
great is the ſum of them? although my heart 
#*be-nor 10 with thee as I could wiſh it were, 
"yet haſt thou made with me' an everlaſting Co- 
venant, ordered in all things and ſure, and in 
this be bound up all my ſweeteſt  confolations, 
this is all my hope and joy#* I am comforted in 
thee my fiveeteſt Saviour. Thou ſhalt guttle me 
F with thy counſel, and afterwards receive me unto 
F Jglory. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there 
 #s. none on earth that J can deſire beſides thee, Hold 
out fafth and patience but a while, and my groans 
and fighs will be at an end, anfprayer. will be 
turned into praife, and faſting and mourning - in- 
to celeſtial feaſting and joy ; multitudes are 'gone 
' before who once were as low, as weak, as raw; as 
imperfect as |. They got not thither by them- 
ſelyes mcerly or chiefly. The Lord, the everlaſt- 
ing God, the author and finiſher of faith, hath 
lately landed them® aſhore the cceleſtial haven. 
Their God is my God, the ſame Lord Jetus'is 
Mine, the fame eternal ſpirit of grace and peace 
is with me. I am paſſed through the Red fea. 
Epypt.is behind me. I am eſcaped out of Sodom, 
4 am from under the bondage of ſpiritual Pharaoh 
the D-vil, who once was my father and maſter. 
EF Iam upon my march towards the Coeleſtial Coun- 
L try, the pleatant land, the City which hath foun- 
| Oations, whoſe builder and maker is God. I 
| meet 
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my fears, and ſhall preſerve me unto his heaven; 
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meet with cArialeckiin the way, fiery ſcorpions, 
{piritual adverſaries, daily encountets3 but the 
Lord is with me, and he ſhall, deliver m&from all 


ly kingdom ; to him be glory for &ver, Amen. " 
- But yet my ſoul is much {added and caft down 
when I conſider what ftriving and fighting there * 
is in my prayer againſt it {clf. One part in me 
would be more holy, and another part: contra- 
dicteth and would be as I am, and have leave to - 
be unkoly. One ſide is for Gag and for heaven'® «1 
and the other fide ſavoureth earth, and is all for . ® 
the fleſh, and grudgeth every paintul figh for 
heaven. O how is my {ſoul toſſed between theſe 
two contenders, and I am compelled to pray. hy» _ {1 
pocritically, and difſemble with God, and. utter 
untruths to him that fſearcheth the hearts, and _ : 
delighteth not but in upright lips. But eirher it 
muſt be ſo in party or there will be no praying 
in this world 5 no man in this world is fo all 
ſpirit, but withal he is in part fleſh, and ſo much 
iS; ſo'much carnal mixture in prayer. The ſpi-_ _ 
rit is often willing when the fleth is weak. Neveyy | 
theleſs it is good for me to draw near to Gi 
Groanins and ſighs are not reje&ted by the Lord 
when coming from a renewed foul, and offered : 
up unto him in the ſpirit. ] fay as David, af I 
ſhall find favour in his ſight, he will be with me. | 
in prayer, he will multiply my oil, he will add* 3 
to my ſtature, he: will better me in prayer z if 4 
not, lo here I am, let him do whatloever _ A 
eth- -: 
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| 9 abilities which' many have be the more a- 


| of knowledg. He whoſe delight 5 in the law of 
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"Eh good in his fight. Lord,” when! I cannot -d6 


better my ſelf, give me to. be thankful for [that 
F am and can, and to rejoyce in ths that 
cell. Thy favour to me 1s not made Tels**þy 
- greater favours to others: Let me "ain at! the 
higheſt pitch of grace, and be emulous to .loye 
thee, and do thee lervice above others ; but-grant 
me humility, thankfulneſs and ſincerity, and with 
. my {miller talents teach me to do thee ſervice 


«within my ſphere 'and capacity; envying" none, 


praiſing thee; Wing thee, admiring thee, cordi- 
ally rejoycing in thee for all thy gifts and- gra- 
ces to others, and all thy rewards to them, and 
their labours for thee, accounting my {elt weaker 
than the weakeſt of all thy Saints, andthe moſt | 
rude and unskilful of *all thy Miniſters. 

'O my ſoul, thou haſt a great account to make 
to God, thou muſt dye, thou muſt dye, and come 
to judgment. O watch and pray that-I enter 
not into temptation ; ſpare not pains and labour, 
entreat my Fathers bleſſing. I need his help” in 
many reſpeCts, above many, wanting thoſe #io- 


© 


bundant in prayer. Accuſtom my ſelf to early 
riſing, loſe not the morning-leaſon, and reſerve 
for my foul a ſpace in the Evening for prayer 
and meditation : My Bible, and Prayer, and Me- 
ditation, are like to be the main of any Library. 
© that I could hut ply theſe three Books, I 
ſhould not I am ſure be a puny in the beft fort 


the 
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' the Lard, and in the ſame: doth; meditate. day and 


night < ſhall be like @ tree planted by :the ; Revers 
of wat@y bringing forth his fruit in;,due ſeaſon; 
his lf 


have more #nderſtanding.then all my teachers, be- 
cauſe thy, teſtimonies are my meditation. If any 
man lack. wiſdom, let hins beg it of God who'giveth 

to all men liberally ,' and upbraideth not, and it 


ſhall be given him. But let him ask mm faith, no- 


thins wavering. Promiſe me, O my foul, to be 
diligent in theſe three ſtudies and exercifes, and: 


I ſhall need to gratifie thee with no other re- * 
.creatiou, than the fruit and ſvcceſs. Fervent 


praying, humble, holy, poweriul praying, wilt 
furniſh my underſtanding with choiceſt notions... 
and imprint the Image of God molt lively upon; 
my foul. Idleneſs in prayer is the way to fpirt- 
tual beggery ; I ſhall have burta ragged and tat- 
ter'd foul, I ſhall not be able ts. cover. or con- 
ceal my wickedneſs from the - wortd.- 
I ſhall decline in grace, conſumptign and weak- 
neſs will ſeize upon me, and juſtly may God de-- 
{ert me , and then wo be to me. There #5 no 
Crown but to him that prevaileth. Sav not,: 
that I am Gods Child, -and cannor totally fall 


from grace. For if thou leve after the fleſh, thaw _ 
ſhalt dye. Tf any man draw back, Goas ſoul ſal 
- have no pleaſure in him. And let him that ftandeels - 


take heed leſt he fall. 1 do nor fay, that de 


events, thou ſhall uttcaly fall away and periihe. « 3 


My 


"alſo ſhall not wither,.. and whatſocuer he * 
doth ſbull” proſper. And, elſewhere he.faith, 1”. 
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| My bilief. is-otherwiſe as to the event ; «but i 
thou .do. not proceed, *»thou ſhalt periſh... - And 
_ 4t is one-piece of -my Armour , to priey With all 
© prayer and. ſupplication, in the ſpirit, "ad watch- 
3 ing thereanto with all. perſeverance. Thou muſt 
continue inſtant in-prayer, my Salvation -depends 
.- . upon it, He that forbiddeth apoſtacy; forbiddeth 
.*” allthe*helps. and means 6f apoſtacy ;: he that bid- 
” *deth to. perſeverance, bindeth to all the means; to 
| ptay, to watch and pray, to be inftantin prayer 
=. to be fervenrin {pirit, ſerving the Lord: there is no- 
: thing in the do@rine of the Saints perfeverance 
rightly ſtated which alloweth or leadeth to the 
leaſt licenttouſnels, nor. to coldneſs; remiſnels; - 
and inconſtancy in prayer, but it engageth to 
prayer, and holy {elf-prelerving fear. ' O -take 
need of the ſmalleſt beginnings to apoſtacy, and 
a declining ſtate. And there is no way to avoid 
it but by eagernelſs,. conſtancy, power and {ſpl- 
rit in prayer... I do utterly deſpair that thou 
+ fhall proſper in any thing without prayer. I 
F charge thee tg@m.the Lord, ſtand in awe of his 
command; I lay an engagement upon thee by 
this paper, that-thou ſhalt be conſcientious in all 
"Prayer, through the grace that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
And it thou wiltully fatl, let this paper be wit- 
| nels againſt thee, and be ſure my fin will find me 
, out. The Lord preſerve every friend of mine from 
- that f{pirit which is not a praying ſpirit; ſpiritu- 
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& Sal life muſt have motion, vent, and exercite; and 
| « this is principally by: prayer: I feel and know 
XY. that 
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pole, or pray not. If prayer be good for ought, 
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that the more Srace I have; the more I covet af-* * | C 
ter grace, and the more ardent and thirſty my * 
ſoul-is after it. And the more I pray, the more 


neſs -and more ſtrength. And it is a great miſe- #- 
ry as well as fin to be lukewarm in - prayer ; for 
it makes it tedious, and increafſeth guilt. If thon 
think it good to go no further on in the way to 
heaven, pray not at all; either pray to pur- 


do it with all thy might ; if it be of no uſe, quite 
lay it by. -Tremble to have my lukewarm pray- 
ers abhorred by God, and {pewed out of his mouth, 
and caſt in my face as dung. Eternity, eternity, 
eternity, O my ſoul, lies upon every prayer. I 
am praying to an all-ſeeing, heart-piercing, moſt 
holy God, in the name of glorified Jetus, the In- 
terceſſor, for a {oul more precious than a thous 
ſand worlds, undone, undone, undone for ever, 
if praying I ſpeed not, ItT get to heaven it muſt be 
by this trade of begging. 
Encouragement and Counſel to ſuch as in evil and 
hazardous times give way and entertainment to 
Feſus Chriſt,. in his Miniſters and Saints, fo ' 
come mto their Families, and worſhip God. + 
Hough Chriſt þe not” preſent upon earth 
corporally and carnally, he 1s truly prelent® 
by his Spirit , and he dyells in his'Saints, and. 7 
he reputes what is done to his Saints and Image,” * 
as done to himſelf, and' hath promiſed that who- * 7 
{oever ſhall give, though bur a cup of cold Wa-+ © 3 
ter to a Diſciple of Chriſt, in the name of a Di + 
_ | L,- , 5 24: OG 
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ip: vaple, ſhall not loſe his reward, Matt. 10. ule. 
> Can we have better Gueſts to come into. our 
3 houſes, than the Saints and People of the moſt 
 w. high, the excellent ones of the Earth, the friends 
P S of "God, the members of Chriſt, the heirs of 
+ Glory, who are guarded by the Angels, '-and 
'* - thegreat uphold of Church and Commonwealth ? 
* Can we have our houſes better furniſhed, and 
perfumed, and adorned, than with the Preſence 
of Chriſt, and by prayer, and reading Scripture, 
and worſhipping God; and linging praiſes to his 
name ? Can we be afraid, or aſhamed of honour- 
ing the Name, and worſhipping of our God, and 
ſeeking the welfare of our own ſouls and others, 
in a way which is warranted by the word of God, 
and the example of the wiſeſt and holieſt Saints; 
and there is'not a. grace in_the boſoms of the faith- 
ful, nor any holy thought or motion ariling in 
the hearts of the Saints, but it conſenteth to the 
ſame, and alloweth it, and fighteth againſt al 
the carnal workings and ſuggeſtions of the fleſh ? 
\ 'Can we think that if we entertain the. Saints and 
people of God to pray with -us, and for us, ,and 
help us againſt all the enemies'of our ſouls, and- 
befriend and beftead us with theirprayers to God 
for forgiveneſs, and grace, and peace,and for Gods 
bleſfins upon foul and body ; upon us and ours, 
"and for our univerſal help and comfcrt through- 
- outpurwhole life, and againft the hour of death; 
= -andiin all the days and times of tryal, and forrow, 
F” * © andfear, and temptation, and ſuffering, and deſer- | 
$5 © tion ; ; is nof prayer-uleful for all thele, and- the 
"MR ox ; z0ynt-, 
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we ſet open our doors to them for ſuch exerciſes, we 
ſhall be'loſers, or do a work of which we have 
cauſe to:/be aſhamed, or repent ? 

O how glad was Zachens to have Chriſt to come 
into his houſe ! how glad was Levi, or Matthew 
the publican, when he made Chriſt a feaſt in his 
houſe ! how glad were m_O_ and Mary, when 
they had -Chrifſt preaching in 
not long that the Ark of God did abide with. the 
houſe of Obed-Edom, and God bleſſed him for it. 
with many gracious children And how zealous was 
King David to have the Atk and Tabernacle to his 
own houſe. Look what the Ark and Tabernacle 
were then, -that are Chriſts Miniſters, Saints, and 
prayer, and worſhip, now. How glad was the poor 
Gaoler to have Paul and S:las to come into his houle, 
and preach ang baptize, in a time when they were 
perlecuted and impriſoned for the name of Chriſt ! 
And no {ooner was Lydia converted to the faith, 
but ſhe conftrains the Apoſtles to come into her 


houſe, As 16, When Peter was in Priſon, the. 


Saints gather together, they are found praying at 


- midnight, arid the Lord ſends his Angel and relea- 


les Peter, and brings him to the Saints,as a return of 
their prayers, and gracious owning of their meet-. 


ins, Ac.12, When Labanlaw Abraham's Servant, 


he falutes him, ,Come 3n thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
wherefore ſtandeſt thou without ? Gen.24. The Saints. 
are the bleſſed ones of the Lord ; mens laws forbid 
them from meeting privately together, above four 


belides them-of the Family, but no where doth the | - 2 
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] . joynt-prayer of Saints ? and ſhall we think that if _ 
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he Lord faith, Whatſoever * 


vs , 


ard profitable, and of good report, and praiſe-worthy, 
think on theſe things, and prattiſe them, Phil.4. And 
itis a thing godly and commendable ,for Chriſtian 
people to meet together to worſhip the Lord, He 
hath promiſed to be prelent with them Magiſtrates 
and Rulers ought to protect, and not to puniſh ſuch 
godly meetings, they ought to encourage, and not 


reſtrain them. 'And if they do reſtrain them, and 
. threaten us with penalties, we are not therefore to 


{urceaſe any part of our duty. We are to be pru- 
dent and diſcreet, and ndt to give any juſt caule of 
offence to any ; but if they take offence when none 
is given, it is their own blame, and not ours. Ifany 
man will be Chriſts dilciple, he muſt deny himſelt, 
and take up his ctofs and follow Chriſt. We wuſt 
hate Friends, and Houles, and Lands, and Liberty, 
and Life it (elf, in compariſon of Chriſt and his Go{: 
pel, Zi. 14426, 33- Wedonot love the Lord fin- 
cerely, ifgye love any thing better than him. It we 
be aſhamed or afraid to ferve him now, and to own 
deſpiſed Saints and duties, he will one day difown 
us, and ſeparate us from himlelf,and from his Saifits. 

I am far iromencouragins any to carn:il oppoliti- | 
on to rulers Laws,or precipitating. any to any thing 
Irregular and unwarrantable, The wiſdom from a- 
bove is always pure and peaceable. And in evil times 


- great prudence and warmneſs muſt he uſed, and ma- 
; ny things may be forborn for peace-fake, and the 
+ - + common,good and intereſt ofthe Church. And for 
- - do muck. asI can difcern by all the. diſcretion and 
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cy with .refpe& ro the times, and all cixcumſtant 
matters, 1cannot {ce but that ſuch meetings asI and 
others:commonly ule privately' on three week-day, 
in juſt ſubordination to publick meetings, and no 
way confronting or undermining them, but greatly 
befriending them,thart they are very uletul and war- 
rantable, and feaſonable, and the reſtraint and inhi- 
bition of them is a thing to be lamented ; and:the 
fears and carnal compliances of Chriſtians denying 
thcir houſes and preſence, and attendance to ſuch 
meetings,»roceed from carnality and a worldly ſpi- 
rit. And I cannot but lament and mourn for any 
tuch, and ſeaſonably encourage both my {elf and all 
my tricnds, and any that I have any intereſt in, or 
relation to, that they will look upon it as their 
duty, and as their intereſt and *priviledgs in this 
day of tryal, to appear ana ſtand for God, 


and own his truth and cauſe, and faithful 


friends and adherents, and take heed of car- 
nal compliances, and confultins with fleſh and 
blood, and asking countel of the fleſh, and walking 
in the way of worldly witdom and carnal policy. 
What if you ſuffer the utmoit in {o doins,itwill bear 
you out if you have an upright heart 5 the cauſe'or 


. matter in which you ſuffer is righteous and of God, 


and you may expect Divine protection, proviſion, 


bleſſing and comfort in any {uch {uffering. And you : 


have great cauſe to rejoice if you ſhould be called 
forth to ſuffer, or ſhould be compelicd to loſe any 


thing upon ſuch account.lt is not an arbitrary thing, 
except we will lay that incumbent duties, and ordis ..3 
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= nances,and Dt ain from GoJare irhitrare | 
k, for this duty hath its foundation in the Word of: 
” God.And there isthat in the hearts of Saines which 
Es » willreaſon and contend for it, and is able:to over- Þ| y; 
= throwand filence all objeQions and reafonings that || ti 
can be brought againſt it. And if we pratice faith | k 
and felf- denial, reſolution and conſtancy, and impar- || t 
tially keep Gods commands,we? ſhall experieace that 
profit by this dury which {hill abundantly counter- 
v-il all our loſſes, and ſhall exyerience more that 
theſe meetings be of Gol. am ure they are friends 
to the publick good, they are inftrumental and uſe- 
ful for the converſion, growth and conlolation of | 
fouls, they are of exezedins prevalency with God, 
they are hated by Satan, they are oppotzd and ſtri- | 
yen againlt by the fleih, they will prove editying to 
them whole hearts and aims are fincere; and for 
, others, they mult be left to God and themlelves. 

1 would adviſe all to be prudent, and very hum: 
ble and meek, and to take heed of corrupting and 
perverting a profitable duty by a carnal ſbirie, by 

any infolent,ove r-forward and indilcreet ſpeech or 
2 behaviour, and not to preiume upon their own 
- , ſtrength, or topraQtice any maliznity or unpeacea- 
-  HÞle unmannerly behaviour towards any which be a-- 
- * gainſt ſuch meetings, eſpecially rowards Rulers,and 
-. todotheirduty with all the {ilence & reſervedneſs 
* © that theycan,and ro avoid noiſe & oftentation, and 
=  Whaiſoever may provoke to wrath and ſtrife; and 
E -not to look upen ſuch private meetings as fuperior 
- #0 thepublick, or more neceſſary than them, or to 
BD pSpenden: uponthem, orto.be managed with 
con- 
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t to 
keep themlelves within {ate bounds, reading Scxip® 
tures and godly books, repeating Sermons,prayers 


_ and praiſe, and holy and wife conference is fafe and 


good, and will much edifiezand concerning this laſt 


of conference,it done, it ſhould be done with cauti- 


on and wiſdom,and juſt oblervance,except ſome able . 


Miniſter or Chriſtian be preſent, it may (except in 


| ſpecial caſes) do better to ſpend all the time in the: 


other exerciſes. Theſe things ſhould be adviſed,and: 
whatſoever elle is neceſſary in order to holineſs,edi- 


fication and peace; to redeem time from the world, | 


and low diverting.matters,to ſpent in fuch exerci- 


ſes as theſe, is very profitable. And I am perſwaded 


that thoſe families which do fincerely entertain and 
welcome ſuch exerciſes, are not without a blefſing: 


fram God upon them. And I for my part think fuctr- 


meeting in our houſes, to he matter of thankſgivings. 
that we may have the prayers of Gods people, that 


we may be counted worthy to have Chriſt ro come-. 
under our roof in; his pooreſt members. O prayer-is* 
an unknown benefit. The prayers of the Saints are” 
oreat riches,they are the Chariots of 1/rael,and the-. 
horſemen thereof. Theres great bleimg whichre--- 
dounds by prayer.This'is a matter which is of Gody,— # 
and will ſtand,and praying Saints will be had in ho-2R 
nour and eſteem, while fin and afidtion,and mortas 


lity, and weakneſs,and ant,and miſcry,and ſors 
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E- - s Ie this c common portion of al Gris in this world. 
| - | EE: nd therefore let no timerous perſon be diſcoura- 
ged;let no reſolute ſoldier of Chriſt faint, let none 
of Chriſts faithful ones in theſe evil times keep off 
from their duty, their benefit. Open your hearts, 
and open your doors. Invite the Saints to come and 
pray with you;to help you againft the common ene- 
my of mankind ; be more glad of a holy ſociety of 
.- praying Saints in your houles, than of great riches; 

- what know you what bleſſings & mercies God may 
_ grant to your foul and bedy,to you and all yours,by 
their prayers ? you are the rather beholdins to 
Chriſt, and to them,that they come to you. The be= | 
# .nefit is yours,though they are {harers with you. The | | 
*.. troudlecan be but {mall; you need to make no pro- 
viſion ſor them. Room and leave to pray is all. They 
are Saints, God is with them, Gods bleſfing is upon 
them;it is good to be where Gods preſence and blel- | 
fingis. A willing mind,an humble heartza foul truly 
hungry after righteouſneſs, —_—_— for fin in grie- 
vous defertion, ſorel uns fickneſs, crying 
out of pains and opp a. s man having an 
- awakened C onlidrond a lively fight of God and 
Heaven, and Hell, all theſe would be glad of a com- 
E bination of prayers,which like a threefold cord are 
$ -Not eaſily broken. I conclude with thanks toGod for 
b all the bleſſing & benefit of ſuch private exercifes to 
* mine own ſ{oul,and many more, and for all the expe- 
. rience I have of their uſefulnels,and that both in this 
F Wpenee th elſewhere they are on footzand it pleaſeth 
The Lord to bear teſtimony thereto, and own them 
ww ſie his preſence and ble $5. many conſiderable 
effefts,8 &  gracjons refrrts day FIM: yn 
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